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ADMINISTRATION OF OATH TO 

THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Secretary-elect will present herself to 
the podium for the taking of the oath. 

The Honorable Jeri Thomson, es-
corted by the Honorable TOM DASCHLE 
and the Honorable TRENT LOTT, ad-
vanced to the desk of the President pro 
tempore; the oath prescribed by law 
was administered to her by the Presi-
dent pro tempore. 

[Applause, Senators rising.] 
f 

NOTIFYING THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES OF THE ELEC-
TION OF JERI THOMSON AS SEC-
RETARY OF THE SENATE 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I send 
a resolution to the desk and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 130) notifying the 

House of Representatives of the election of a 
Secretary of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is 
there objection to the immediate con-
sideration of the resolution? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, the resolution is agreed 
to. 

The resolution (S. Res. 130) reads as 
follows: 

S. RES. 130 
Resolved, That the House of Representa-

tives be notified of the election of the Honor-
able Jeri Thomson as Secretary of the Sen-
ate. 

f 

NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I send 
a third resolution to the desk and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 131) notifying the 

President of the United States of the elec-
tion of a Secretary of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is 
there objection to the immediate con-
sideration of the resolution? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, the resolution is agreed 
to. 

The resolution (S. Res. 131) reads as 
follows: 

S. RES. 131 
Resolved, That the President of the United 

States be notified of the election of the Hon-
orable Jeri Thomson as Secretary of the Sen-
ate. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I 
might take a moment to speak on be-
half of what I know is the entire Sen-
ate body but in particular the Demo-
cratic caucus in congratulating Jeri 
Thomson. She has been a professional’s 
professional for the last 30 years. 

She has served, as most of our col-
leagues know, as the Executive Assist-
ant/Democratic Representative in the 
Office of the U.S. Senate Sergeant at 
Arms. Her responsibilities included 
managing all institutional issues for 
the Senate leader and all Democratic 
Senators. She had the responsibilities 
for all the plans and the implementa-
tion of the issues conferences and other 
events for the Democratic caucus and 
managed all aspects of participation by 
Democratic Senators in the national 
party conventions. 

But that is just the latest in a series 
of responsibilities that she has had 
that go back now almost three decades. 

She was the Assistant Secretary of 
the U.S. Senate from 1989 to 1995. She 
served as the Chief Operating Officer of 
the Secretary of the Senate, managing 
12 departments with approximately 250 
staff members. Her responsibilities at 
that time included budgeting, policy 
and program development, and imple-
mentation of human resources manage-
ment. The administrative reform and 
modernization programs were under 
her responsibility as well. 

Prior to serving in that capacity, she 
was a senior staff member to Senator 
John Tunney; special assistant to the 
Sergeant at Arms; and the Deputy Di-
rector of the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee. 

Jeri received her bachelor of arts 
from the University of Washington. 
She was Kodak fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity’s program for senior managers 
in government. She was selected as one 
of the 100 top data processors in gov-
ernment, industry, and academia for 
her work in automating the legislative 
processes and procedures in the Senate 
in 1993. 

That is her resume. What you don’t 
know in reading the resume is what 
kind of person she is. I know of no 
more dedicated person in the Halls of 
Congress than Jeri Thomson. I know of 
no one I have had a greater joy work-
ing with than Jeri Thomson. I know of 
no one who loves this institution more 
than Jeri Thomson. I know of no one 
who has greater respect among our col-
leagues in the Senate than Jeri Thom-
son. 

It should come as no surprise that 
Jeri Thomson is now our Secretary of 
the Senate. I commend her for all she 
has done. I thank her for what she has 
now agreed to do. I wish her well as she 
begins this very important new respon-
sibility. 

I might add that her family, David 
James and two daughters, Kaitlin and 
Kristin, and mother Louise are all here 
to help celebrate this momentous occa-
sion. We welcome Jeri’s family. We 
thank them for being a part of this 
celebration and we wish them and Jeri 
well as they begin. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

Republican leader. 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I certainly 

join the distinguished Democratic lead-
er in congratulating Jeri Thomson on 
her selection and election to be the 
Secretary of the Senate. I know that 
Senator DASCHLE, as majority leader, 
will have a very effective Secretary of 
the Senate in this fine person and that 
she will do her typical nonpartisan, 
fair and efficient job in this role. 

We know Jeri. She has been here a 
long time. She is one of the institu-
tions, if I might say—except for age, of 
course—of the Senate. She has always 
been very fair and very reasonable in 
her dealings with the Republicans in 
the Senate. We appreciate that. We 
know that is the way that she will pro-
ceed in the future. This is a very im-
portant role. If you go back and look at 
the history of the Senate, Senator 
BYRD certainly can tell us that this is 
a position we have had for years. The 
first Secretary was chosen on April 8, 
1789, two days after the Senate 
achieved its first quorum for business. 
It is a very important role in the func-
tioning of the Senate—the paperwork, 
administratively, the computers, the 
people serving here in the Chamber. 
There are so many important roles 
that that position requires careful con-
sideration of, and work and develop-
ment. I know she will do that. 

I urge Jeri Thomson to do as I urged 
her predecessor, Gary Sisco, in that po-
sition, to make sure you do such a job 
that when you leave the position, the 
office and the position will be even bet-
ter than it was when you took it over. 
I know you will do that. We extend to 
you our best wishes and our coopera-
tion. 

I yield the floor, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from California is recognized. 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 

offer my personal congratulations and 
all good wishes to Jeri. I think she is 
going to be a superb Secretary of the 
Senate. What most people don’t know 
about Jeri Thomson is that not only is 
she a talented professional, but she is a 
very nice person. She and I had knee 
surgery at approximately the same 
time, and I really never had a better 
friend during that period. She sent me 
books to read, made phone calls, even 
sent me a special pillow that could be 
used to help the pain from one knee to 
another. It was a wonderful gesture. 

In the course of discussions about our 
relative injuries, over the past almost 
year now, I have come to know her 
very well. This is truly a distinguished 
woman because it is very hard to be an 
excellent professional and also to take 
the time that is necessary to reach out 
a hand to make someone feel a little 
bit better. 

Jeri, you are all of the above. Con-
gratulations and godspeed. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:25 Dec 20, 2013 Jkt 081600 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 J:\ODA425\1997-2008-FILES-4-SS-PROJECT\2001-SENATE-REC-FILES\RECFILES-NEW\Sm
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
C

G
S

P
4G

1 
w

ith
 S

O
C

IA
LS

E
C

U
R

IT
Y



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES7552 July 12, 2001 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
(Mrs. CARNAHAN assumed the 

chair.) 
Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I was 
very pleased to see Jeri Thomson be-
come the new Secretary of the Senate. 
Knowing my own days as a brandnew 
Senator, the role of Secretary of the 
Senate was very important, and it is 
even more important now. I am de-
lighted she is here. 

f 

BANKRUPTCY ABUSE PREVENTION 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2001—MOTION TO PRO-
CEED—Continued 
Mr. LEAHY. I understand that the 

time of the swearing in and the com-
ments may have affected the time as to 
our 12 o’clock vote. Can the Chair ad-
vise me how much time is remaining 
under controlled time prior to the 
vote? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota has 211⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. WELLSTONE. I say to my col-
league, I think colleagues are expect-
ing a vote at 12. I yield the next 15 min-
utes to the Senator from Vermont if he 
wants it. 

Mr. LEAHY. I probably won’t even 
use all of that. I thank the Senator 
from Minnesota for his customary 
courtesy. 

I suggest that we make a few com-
ments, and I will certainly support 
whatever moves to yield back whatever 
time we may have so that we can vote 
at 12. The Senator from Minnesota is 
absolutely right, Senators are expect-
ing this noon vote. 

After today’s vote on the motion to 
proceed, I am going to send an amend-
ment to the desk for myself, the distin-
guished Senator from Utah, Mr. HATCH, 
and the Senator from Iowa, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, and ask for its immediate consid-
eration. So that Senators will know, 
this amendment will be the text of S. 
420, the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 2001, 
as it passed the Senate on March 15 by 
a vote of 83–15. I was one of the 83, as 
were Senators HATCH and GRASSLEY. I 
voted for the Senate form because it 
marked a bipartisan effort on the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee and Members 
on the floor. We worked in the com-
mittee and then in the Chamber to 
produce a more fair and balanced bill 
because of our bipartisan amendment 
process. 

During our consideration of the 
Bankruptcy Reform Act, Democratic 
and Republican Senators authored and 
passed 38 amendments between the Ju-
diciary Committee and the Senate 
floor. That improved the bill. I will 
certainly be able to vote for it on the 
floor. I will be able to vote for that in 
conference. 

We adopted the Leahy-Hatch amend-
ment to protect the personal privacy of 
consumers whose information is held 
by firms in bankruptcy. Our amend-

ment permits bankruptcy courts to 
honor the privacy policies of business 
debtors and creates a consumer privacy 
ombudsman to protect personal pri-
vacy in bankruptcy proceedings—the 
first ever in Federal law. 

Unfortunately, we had to do this. The 
reason the Leahy-Hatch amendment is 
needed is that the customer lists and 
databases of failed firms can now be 
put up for sale in bankruptcy without 
any privacy considerations. Just so 
people who don’t spend much time on 
the Internet will understand what I am 
talking about, many times you go into 
a Web site and they will have a very 
clear privacy policy where they say: 
We will never share your name, dis-
close your address or your information. 
They may well mean it. For example, 
you may have a case where you want 
your children to be able to go on, but 
under the clear privacy—they may be 
children’s books or anything else. They 
are willing to have your children go 
there, and you rely on the privacy line 
that says, ‘‘Under no circumstances 
will we reveal these names.’’ 

But then if the Web site goes into 
bankruptcy, the bankruptcy court is 
faced with this kind of a situation. 
They look at the failed company, and 
they say they have a few outdated 
computers, they have a couple scuffed- 
up desks, a building. They do have one 
thing that may be worth something, 
one asset, and that is the list of all the 
people who have gone there—the names 
of your children and everybody else 
who may be on there. The bankruptcy 
court is put in this kind of a Hobson’s 
choice. They are sworn to have to seek 
the best return on whatever assets re-
main for the creditors. Yet the people 
who created the assets, those who visit 
the Web site, are promised nobody is 
ever going to disclose their names. So 
this will at least ameliorate, or go a 
long way toward solving, the problems 
there. 

We adopted the Schumer amendment 
to prevent the discharge of debts from 
violence against reproductive health 
service clinics. 

During our hearing on bankruptcy 
reform legislation, Maria Vullo, a top- 
rated attorney, testified about the need 
to amend the bankruptcy code to stop 
wasteful litigation and end abusive 
bankruptcy filings used to avoid the 
legal consequences of violence, van-
dalism, and harassment to deny access 
to legal health services. 

If somebody is going to break the law 
and use violence against health clinics, 
and somebody then brings a suit 
against them to recover for damages 
because of their violence, they should 
not be able to say: I am going to get 
away with this and go into bankruptcy 
court. They should not be shielded by 
bankruptcy. 

We adopted the amendment of the 
distinguished Senator from Wisconsin, 
Mr. KOHL, to cap homestead exemp-
tions at $125,000, to limit wealthy debt-
ors from abusing State laws to hide 
million-dollar mansions from their 
creditors. If somebody knows they are 
going to declare bankruptcy, they can 

take whatever cash on hand and in cer-
tain States buy a multimillion-dollar 
mansion knowing they might be pro-
tected. Senator KOHL has been a cham-
pion of closing this loophole for the 
rich. 

At our hearing in the committee, 
Brady Williamson, the former chair of 
the National Bankruptcy Reform Com-
mission, testified that ending home-
stead abuse was a key and consensus 
recommendation from the Bankruptcy 
Reform Commission. They all joined on 
that. 

Last month, the Florida Supreme 
Court issued a ruling that underscores 
the need for a national homestead cap 
to prevent bankruptcy abuses. The 
highest court in Florida ruled a debtor 
can still keep the full value of his 
home even if the homestead is acquired 
with the specific intent to hinder, 
delay, or defraud creditors. That 
should not be the rule. 

We adopted several amendments by 
Senator FEINGOLD to strengthen chap-
ter 12 to help family farmers with the 
difficulties they face. I hope we can fi-
nally make chapter 12 a permanent 
part of the bankruptcy code. Family 
farmers and ranchers deserve these 
protections to help prevent fore-
closures and forced auctions. 

I know Senator GRASSLEY and Sen-
ator CARNAHAN, the distinguished Pre-
siding Officer, and other Senators on a 
bipartisan basis strongly support per-
manent bankruptcy protection for fam-
ily farmers, and I am proud to join 
Senator GRASSLEY and Senator CARNA-
HAN in that support. 

The complex and competing interests 
involved in achieving fair and balanced 
reforms of our bankruptcy system de-
mand we work in a bipartisan manner 
throughout the legislative process. 

I look forward to working with Sen-
ators and Representatives on both 
sides of the aisle to further improve 
this legislation in conference. 

Madam President, I see the distin-
guished Senator from Iowa is here. I 
ask unanimous consent that at noon, 
all time, held by whomever, be deemed 
to have been yielded back, and we will 
be prepared then to vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I 
stand here today not in opposition to 
moving forward with the Bankruptcy 
Reform Act, but to send a clear mes-
sage that I continue to have strong res-
ervations about whether this bill is 
both balanced and responsible. I have 
long said that debtors that have the 
genuine capacity to repay some of 
their debt should be required to do so, 
but abuses by creditors need to be 
stopped. 

I grew up with a father who never ac-
cepted any credit—never had a credit 
card in his life. He taught me the im-
portance of always working hard and 
paying your debts. I believe every 
American should work hard to spend 
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