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that we have set out in trade. This is
critically important to America be-
cause all over the world we have Amer-
ican business interests that would be
jeopardized if other countries engaged
in similar activities against America.

Another provision which clearly sin-
gles out Mexican truckers, where
American truckers are not affected by
a similar provision and neither are Ca-
nadian truckers, is a punitive provision
that says if you are subject to suspen-
sion or restriction or limitations, you
can’t lease trucks to anybody else. No
such requirement exists in American
law. No such requirement exists with
regard to Canadian trucks. But there is
such a limitation in this amendment,
and that limitation clearly violates
NAFTA by denying Mexican economic
interests the same protection of the
law that American economic interests
and Canadian economic interests have.

Another provision of the law which is
totally different from the way we treat
American trucks and the way we treat
Canadian trucks is that if a foreign
carrier is in violation, a foreign carrier
can be permanently banned from doing
business in the United States. Where is
a similar provision with regard to Ca-
nadian trucks and American trucks?

Let me summarize, since I am run-
ning out of time, by making the fol-
lowing points: No. 1, I am for safety. I
have more Mexican trucks operating in
my State than any other person in the
Senate, other than Senator HUTCHISON,
who represents the same State I do. I
am concerned about safety, but I do
not believe we can sustain in world
public opinion a provision that dis-
criminates against our neighbors in
Mexico, a provision that treats Cana-
dians under one standard and Mexicans
under another. If we want temporary
measures whereby we can get Mexican
trucks up to standard, that is some-
thing with which I can live. But perma-
nent provisions where we are treating
Mexico different than Canada, that is
something with which I cannot live.

I think it is important that we try to
work out a compromise. But I can as-
sure you, given that the administra-
tion believes this issue is critical to
the credibility of the United States in
negotiating trade agreements and en-
forcing our trade agreements around
the world, Senator McCCAIN and I and
Senator LOTT intend to fight to pre-
serve the President’s position.

Some suggestion has been made that
we just would do a cloture on the
amendment of Senator MURRAY. I re-
mind my colleagues, the amendment is
amendable. If it were clotured, we
would have 30 hours of debate on clo-
ture, and there would then be three
other cloture votes on this bill. I do
not think that is a road we want to go
down.

What is the solution? The solution is
to have strong safety standards, but
you have to apply the same safety
standards to Canadian trucks that you
do to Mexican trucks. We do not have
second-class citizens in America, and
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we are not going to have second-class
trading partners. We cannot set one
standard for Mexicans and one stand-
ard for Canadians in a free trade agree-
ment that involves all three countries.

So Senator McCAIN and I are for safe-
ty, but we are not for protectionism.
We are not for provisions that make it
impossible for the President to provide
leadership to comply with NAFTA, and
we are willing to fight to preserve the
President’s ability to live up to our
trade agreements.

I hope something can be worked out.
I am not sure where the votes are.
What I see happening is that protec-
tionism is being couched in the cloak
of safety. We are willing to have every
legitimate safety provision for Mexican
trucks that we have for Canadian
trucks and for American trucks. We
are willing to have a transition period
where we have more intensive inspec-
tion. But in the end, in a free trade
agreement involving three countries,
we have to treat all three countries the
same. What we cannot live with is dis-
crimination against our trading part-
ner to the south.

I appreciate the Chair’s indulgence.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
of the Senator has expired. The Sen-
ator from Washington has 2 minutes.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I
heard the comments of the Senators
from Arizona and Texas. I want to
make it very clear, I have never been
against discussion. We put this bill out
on the floor last Friday. It has been out
here for 3 days. I have continually said
I am happy to look at any language
any Member brings me on any item of
discussion under transportation. What
I am against is weakening any of the
safety provisions we have included in
the committee bill.

The proposal that was given to me by
the Senator from Arizona considerably
weakens and actually guts many of the
safety provisions that Senator SHELBY
and I put into the underlying bill. That
simply is not a path we are going to
take on the Senate floor. Our provi-
sions were adopted unanimously in the
Appropriations Committee. I am not
interested in going into a back room
and negotiating a sellout of the com-
mittee or of the safety provisions that
I believe are extremely important.
That is simply a nonstarter for me as
manager of this bill.

I do remind all Senators they can
offer amendments and this Senator is
happy to consider them as the rules
allow. As far as the NAFTA provisions
are concerned, I will remind all of our
colleagues once again, the underlying
bill is not a violation of NAFTA. That
is very clear. I set that out in my re-
marks this morning, and I am to go
through that again this afternoon.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that at 2:15, when the Senate re-
convenes, the Senator from Illinois be
allowed 20 minutes to discuss his issue
that he would like to present to us and
then Senator BILL NELSON from Flor-
ida be recognized.

July 24, 2001

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15.

Thereupon, at 12:38 p.m., the Senate
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CLINTON).

———
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senator from I1-
linois was to be recognized for 20 min-
utes.

The Senator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Madam President, 1
ask unanimous consent I be permitted
to proceed now for 5 minutes, and then
return to the regular order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DOMENICI. Madam President, it
isn’t that this subject matter should be
dealt with briefly, but I think I can ex-
press my concerns in 5 minutes. I hope
others are as concerned as I about this
issue.

Senator MURRAY is here on the floor.
She is the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Transportation. She has
worked very hard to accommodate this
bill through language with reference to
Mexico and Mexican trucking and bus-
ing between our borders under NAFTA.
She has worked very hard to get some-
thing much better than that which was
passed in the House and she Kkept
things from passing in our sub-
committee that would be much worse
than the arrangement we now have in
the bill with her amendment.

I would like to say that the United
States should be quite pleased today
that we have a new relationship grow-
ing between the Republic of Mexico and
the United States. It is obvious every-
where you go in Mexico with everyone
you talk to, and with everyone you
talk to in the border States, that the
arrival of President Fox has brought a
whole new attitude between these two
great countries.

For instance, in the 29 years or so
that I have been here, there have been
four Presidents of Mexico, but not a
single one was willing to say that the
economic problems of Mexico are not
America’s problems, and we have to
solve our own. President Fox is the
first President to say we had better im-
prove the permit system for people
coming from his country to work here
because he believes they should do this
in a legal manner instead of a manner
that leaves many Mexicans here in po-
sitions of hiding out while they hold
jobs and they can’t return home—some
wonderful ideas about what should hap-
pen on our border in terms of cleaning
up the border which has grown topsy-
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