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The House met at 9 a.m.

——
MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of January 3, 2001,
the Chair will now recognize Members
from lists submitted by the majority
and minority leaders for morning hour
debates. The Chair will alternate rec-
ognition between the parties, with each
party limited to not to exceed 25 min-
utes, and each Member except the ma-
jority leader, the minority leader or
the minority whip limited to not to ex-
ceed 5 minutes, but in no event shall
debate extend beyond 9:50 a.m.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) for 5
minutes.

———

SUPPORT OF THE PRESIDENT’S
ENERGY PLAN

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently heard a member of the Com-
mittee on Resources make an inter-
esting statement. This individual said
that the United States currently has
only 3 percent of the known oil re-
serves in the world. The truth is that
we really do not know. We do not know
whether it has 3 percent or 5 percent or
15 percent or 20 percent, because for
the last 10, 15, 20 years we have done
absolutely no exploration. We have had
no energy plan.

Mr. Speaker, think about what cor-
poration, what military unit, what ath-
letic team would proceed without a
plan and without knowing what its as-
sets were. This is precisely what we
have done here in the United States.

I would really encourage people to
support the President’s energy plan be-
cause, number one, it provides a blue-
print where there has been none, a plan
of action that provides conservation
practices and development of alter-
native fuels. It also provides for explo-
ration which allows us to know what

our assets and limitations are. In the
event of an international crisis, it will
be critical that we know what is there.

——
SUPPORT FOR A DAY OF
DEMOCRACY
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PENCE). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 3, 2001, the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACK-
SON-LEE) is recognized during morning
hour debates for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this morning the Ford-Carter
Commission on Election Reform will
release its report. One of the striking
aspects of its report, and I say striking
because it is sometimes rare for com-
missions to study an issue and offer to
give the American people another day
off; but I believe this is an important
step in acknowledging the very impor-
tant and pivotal role that the Amer-
ican people play in fostering democ-
racy in this Nation. That is the elec-
tion of the President of the United
States, election of their Federal offi-
cials that come about in one group
every 4 years. The President, in many
instances, Senators and, of course,
Members of the House of Representa-
tives are running for reelection.

The Ford-Carter Commission was to
assess the plight of elections in this
Nation. Certainly a laboratory was the
election of November 2000. Not only
was Florida a prime example where
things can go wrong, but as I traveled
around the country listening to voters
in many many jurisdictions, this is a
problem that is systemic to our Nation
and one that we must fix in order to
enhance democracy.

We must ensure that every voter has
a right to vote. We must ensure that
they are knowledgeable about where to
vote. We have to ensure that voters are
not purged from the list that is kept by
their local governmental officials. We
must ensure that voters are educated

on how to vote and that they are able
to utilize high technology equipment.

There are many legislative initia-
tives that are fostering or looking to
improve the election system. I support
the Dodd-Conyers legislation and I
have offered legislation myself to de-
termine the best technology that this
Nation should use.

Many jurisdictions who have the re-
sources have already begun to improve
their election system. We must keep in
mind, however, that the rush to judg-
ment to improve our election system
should not replace one bad system with
another. So it is imperative that we
create standards and I hope the Ford-
Carter commission includes that.

I have a bill, H.R. 934, that has spo-
ken to the issue of a national holiday.

Why a national holiday? One more
day for us to be in the shopping malls?
I think not. A day that everyone can
focus on their most important respon-
sibility, and that is the maintenance of
democracy in this Nation, the upkeep
of the Constitution. This will allow col-
lege students and high school students
and working people from all walks of
life to participate in a day of democ-
racy. That is what we should call it.

My bill, H.R. 934, says it is a sense of
Congress that private employers in the
United States should give their em-
ployees a day off on the Tuesday next,
after the first Monday in November in
2004 and each fourth year thereafter to
enable the employees to cast votes in
the presidential and other elections
held on that day.

But, more importantly, we will not
hear of the young mother or the young
father or the hard-working individual
who says, I just did not get the time to
vote. I tried to get back to my polling
place, but it was closed. Traffic kept
me from voting. Transportation kept
me from voting. My employer would
not let me have time off to vote.

College students who might want to
be poll workers at the polls, a most im-
portant responsibility on that day,
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knowing the laws, assisting people in
exercising their democratic right, hav-
ing those kinds of poll workers assist
us along with other professionals as
well as the wonderful volunteers we
have had to date.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is high time
for us to be able to give the kind of
credible evidence and the kind of re-
spect for the election system that is
long overdue in this Nation. There are
many countries around the world that
fight for the meager chance to cast
their vote. There are many that do not
have that chance. There are others who
look to us for our leadership and many
countries have had us as election mon-
itors.

We can do no less for our citizens
than to ensure that every vote counts,
to ensure that we have a working sys-
tem that allows every vote to count, to
respect the military votes, to respect
those who have done their time in pris-
ons and now want to be the kind of
citizens that will have their rights re-
stored, to respect those who have reg-
istered and yet now are purged.

There are many things we can do to
fix the election system. But I believe
one that we can all rally around is the
Ford-Carter commission. As I said, this
national holiday will not be a shopping
day. It will be a day of freedom, a day
that we will recognize that every single
American goes to the polls acknowl-
edging and respecting our democracy.

When our men and women offer
themselves for the ultimate sacrifice in
the United States military, they do so
so that freedom will reign. Support
H.R. 934 as we move to the process of
enhancing democracy in this Nation.

CELEBRATING THE CITY OF
THOMASVILLE’S 150TH BIRTHDAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. COBLE) is recognized dur-
ing morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, the city of
Thomasville, North Carolina, will cele-
brate its 150th birthday in 2002.

When one thinks of Thomasville,
there are many things that come to
mind: Thomasville Furniture Indus-
tries, the Big Chair, the Baptist Chil-
dren’s Orphanage, Everybody’s Day,
textiles, and high school football.

Thomasville was named for State
Senator John W. Thomas, who helped
pioneer the construction of the first
railroad across North Carolina and, in
1852, created the town of Thomasville
around the hustle and bustle of the
State’s first railroad. In 1857, Thomas
finally obtained a charter for the town
from the North Carolina General As-
sembly.

The town of Thomasville grew rap-
idly with wooden household furniture
manufacturing becoming the mainstay
of the 1local economy. Eventually,
Thomasville became known as ‘‘The
Chair Town’ due to the fact that the
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products that the Thomasville Chair
Company, which eventually became
Thomasville Furniture Industries, were
almost exclusively simple, sturdy,
straight-back chairs.

Today, Thomasville remains an
international center for furniture man-
ufacturing; and Thomasville Furniture
Industries, its leading manufacturer,
has made the name Thomasville known
around the globe.

In 1922, in an effort to take advan-
tage of its reputation as ‘“The Chair
Town,” Thomasville Chair Company
erected a gigantic chair in the middle
of the town square. The project kept
three men working 20 hours a day for 1
week and took the same amount of
lumber that would have been required
to construct 100 ordinary chairs.

Unfortunately, after 15 years of expo-
sure, the local chair was torn down in
1936. Due to the Depression and the ad-
vent of World War II, another chair was
not built until 1948. In 1948, once again,
Thomasville Chair Company spear-
headed the effort to construct another
chair, and a decision was made to con-
struct a chair that would stand the test
of time.

The concrete chair was a reproduc-
tion of the original Duncan Phyfe arm-
chair. Today, the monument stands al-
most 30 feet high and overlooks the
downtown square. In addition to the
chair, downtown Thomasville is home
to North Carolina’s oldest railroad
depot which today houses the Thomas-
ville Visitors Center.

Another one of Thomasville’s signifi-
cant contributions is its commitment
to the Mills Home Baptist Children’s
Orphanage, the largest orphanage in
the South outside of Texas. The or-
phanage provides a wide array of very
important children’s services to the
local and State communities.

One of the longest held traditions in
Thomasville, Mr. Speaker, is
Everybody’s Day. We continue to ob-
serve it. The first Everybody’s Day
Festival was held in Thomasville in
1908 and is North Carolina’s oldest fes-
tival.

In 1910, the Amazon Cotton Mill, one
of the Cannon chain of textile mills,
opened its doors as did the Jewell cot-
ton mills that same year. Jewell was a
result of investments contributed by
local investors in the community. Both
these mills served as a catalyst for
what would become a very vibrant in-
dustry, which still exists today.

Last, but certainly not least, Thom-
asville is home to a long and rich high
school football tradition, a tradition of
champions begun under the days of
Coach George Cushwa, a beloved coach
and teacher. In fact, the current foot-
ball stadium bears his name. Under
Cushwa’s tutelage emerged an indi-
vidual in whom many place their hopes
for continued success. This man, Coach
Allen Brown, did not let the fans down.

Leading the Bulldogs to several State
champions and guiding them through
the maze of several conference realign-
ments, he was always able to keep his
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team focused and the fans engaged,
continuing in the great tradition of his
predecessor.

Today, Mr. Speaker, the Bulldogs are
led by yet another great leader and
former quarterback, Benjie Brown, who
follows in the footsteps of his dad,
Allen Brown, and Coach Cushwa.

Needless to say, Mr. Speaker, Thom-
asville is a vibrant city whose future
looms bright, and it is truly an honor
for me to be able to recognize this fine
city, the Chair Capital of the World on
the House floor and wish it well as it
begins its celebration for its 150th
birthday next year.

———————

TAKING ANOTHER LOOK AT
SPRING VALLEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
this morning’s editorial in the Wash-
ington Post calls for a second look at
Spring Valley. This is the area in an
exclusive residential neighborhood in
Washington, D.C., immediately adja-
cent to the American University cam-
pus, that was 83 years ago the site of
American chemical weapons testing
and production during World War I. It
is one of over 1,000 sites across America
where we have unexploded ordnance,
military toxins, environmental waste
left from the past.

I could not agree more with the
Washington Post that it is time for a
second look at what is happening in
Spring Valley.

Last spring, the gentlewoman from
Washington, D.C., (Ms. NORTON) and I
led a group of media and concerned
citizens to visit the site where we have
saw the areas of the concentration of
arsenic, the vacant child care center
that had many, many times the level of
recommended contaminants before it
was vacated, that now stands empty
where just a few months ago there were
young children.

Or looking at the back yard of the
Korean Ambassador that is all
scratched away where they are trying
even now after the second cleanup to
finish the job.

Yes, it is time for a second look at
the Spring Valley situation to see what
happened, who knew the information,
to see if people were adequately warned
of the dangers. But I think there is a
much larger issue here than the man-
agement of the Spring Valley site.

As I mentioned, this is one of over
1,000 sites across the country. Indeed, it
is hard to find a congressional district
that does not have at least one of these
situations that is there dealing with a
potential threat to the local environ-
ment.

It is important that Congress not be
missing in action with the issue of
unexploded ordnance, which has
claimed 65 lives that we have known of,
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perhaps more, where we have no real
understanding of how many thousands,
how many hundreds of thousands in-
deed. Indeed, the estimates are that it
could be as many as 50 million acres
that are contaminated.

Until Congress gets on top of this
issue, I fear that we are going to be
putting the Department of Defense in a
situation where, with an inadequate
budget, they are given no choice but to
go from hot spot to hot spot, from the
focus of emergency from the media, po-
litical pressure or some other contin-
gency forces their attention.

A much better approach is for us to
take a comprehensive look. I would
suggest that my colleagues join me in
cosponsoring H.R. 2605, the Ordnance
and Explosive Risk Management Act
that calls for the identification of a
single person who is in charge. Right
now there is not a single point of con-
tact.

It calls for increased work in terms
of research so that we know how best
to clean up these sites, that we do a
comprehensive inventory so at least we
know how big the problem is. Of
course, we all need to make sure that
we are adequately funding this prob-
lem.

People who followed this in the news
noticed that American University has
filed suit against the United States
Government for almost $100 million in
damages.

Ultimately, we were responsible for
cleaning up after ourselves in terms of
Federal Government. Those of us who
care about promoting livable commu-
nities that make our families safe,
healthy and economically secure and
who believe that the single most pow-
erful tool available to us is not new
fees, new laws, new requirements, but
rather the Federal Government led by
this bill, modeling the behavior that
we expect of other Americans whether
they are families, businesses or local
government.

We have an opportunity to do that
right now in moving forward with leg-
islation, with adequate funding to
make sure that the toxic legacy of over
a century of unexploded ordnance and
environmental degradation is taken
care of, is addressed, that we do clean
up after ourselves.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues join me in support of H.R. 2605
and that we urge our colleagues on the
Committee on Appropriations and the
Armed Services Committee to make
sure we are all doing our job, making
the framework so that Congress is no
longer missing in action on the issue of
unexploded ordnance.

———

HONORING THE KABOOM! COR-
PORATION AND NASCAR FOR
THEIR PUBLIC SERVICE CON-
TRIBUTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. Isakson) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.
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Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, last
night about 10 hours ago this Congress
passed the VA-HUD appropriations bill
for the year 2002. In so doing, we have
appropriated billions of dollars to as-
sist low- and moderate-income Ameri-
cans in the purchase or rental of their
housing.

Mr. Speaker, 13 years ago when
George Herbert Walker Bush, the
former President of this country, made
his acceptance speech, he made a
speech about the ‘‘Thousand Points of
Light,” those Americans who go unno-
ticed every day but do so much good
for their fellow man without credit or
without compensation.

Today in Washington, D.C., a point of
light will shine brightly. Under the
auspices of a not-for-profit playground
construction company Kknown as
KaBOOM! In the Jetu Washington
apartment complex where over 500 chil-
dren reside, a new playground will be
dedicated to improve the quality of life
and the environment for those chil-
dren, a safe, attractive and accessible
playground. The KaBOOM! Corpora-
tion, over the course of many years,
has built 270 playgrounds in America
for disadvantaged children and assisted
in the renovation of 1,200 such play-
grounds.

They do so by partnering with the
private sector to provide the man-
power, the resources and the funding. I
am pleased today to acknowledge the
Home Depot Corporation and NASCAR,
who have partnered to provide the
manpower, the funding and the re-
sources for the playground that will be
built today.

I particularly want to pay tribute to
the Home Depot Corporation. Its
founders, Bernie Marcus and Arthur
Blank, when they started their com-
pany not too many years ago in their
first store, insisted on community par-
ticipation on behalf of their employees,
and themselves were philanthropic in
the gifts of their money to support
good causes.

Last year alone the Home Depot
Foundation donated $75 million in
America for our at-risk youth, for their
recreation and their quality of life, and
for their health care. They truly are
points of light that make our commu-
nity better.

So as last night we celebrated the ex-
penditure of billions of dollars in tax-
payer money to assist Americans, let
us also pay tribute today to the untold
billions of dollars in manpower, man-
hours and actual money donated by
those points of light in America who
for no reason but the goodness of their
hearts make the quality of life for the
less fortunate better.

Today in Washington, D.C. that will
happen at the Jetu Apartment complex
thanks to the not-for-profit company,
KaBOOM!, the for-profit companies of
NASCAR and Home Depot, two points
of light that will make a difference in
the lives of hundreds of children.
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IN SUPPORT OF CLEAN PATIENTS’
BILL OF RIGHTS LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, many of
us know now that the Republican lead-
ership postponed any debate or vote on
the patients’ bill of rights, the HMO re-
form even though it was scheduled for
last week. Now, of course, we are hear-
ing that it may come up this week per-
haps as early as Thursday, later on this
week.

Mr. Speaker, I mention it because
myself and many other Democrats
have come to the floor frequently over
the last year, and perhaps over the last
2 or 3 years, demanding that we have
an opportunity for a clean vote on a
real patients’ bill of rights because we
know of the problems that Americans
and our constituents face with abuses
when they are in the managed care sys-
tem, where they have an HMO as their
insurer.

What I fear though, Mr. Speaker,
from the pronouncements that we are
hearing from the Republican leadership
is that there will not be an opportunity
for a vote on HMO reform unless they
have the votes for a weaker version of
HMO reform or they call it the pa-
tients’ bill of rights than what the ma-
jority of the Members of this House
have been seeking.

The majority of the Members of the
House, almost every Democrat and a
significant number of Republicans, in
the last session of Congress voted for a
very strong patients’ bill of rights, the
one sponsored by the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. DINGELL), who is a Dem-
ocrat and also by some Republicans,
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr.
GANSKE), and the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD), who are Re-
publicans.

It is very important that the oppor-
tunities be presented here in the House
if it is going to happen this week to
have a clean vote on the real patients’
bill of rights.

I think it is crucial that my col-
leagues and the public understand that
there is a difference between some of
the different versions that have been
sort of circulating around this Cham-
ber, and to suggest that we are going to
have a vote on the patients’ bill of
rights but not have the opportunity to
deal with the really effective strong
one, I think would be a major mistake.

Let me give an example of the dif-
ferences and why I think it is impor-
tant that we have a vote on the real
bill, on the one that is going to make
a difference for the average American.

President Bush has said over and
over again that he does not support a
real patients’ bill of rights. He does not
support the Dingell-Ganske-Norwood
bill because, first of all, there will be
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too much litigation, too much oppor-
tunity to go to court. Secondly, be-
cause it will drive up the cost of health
insurance.

We know from the Texas insurance,
and there are ten other States that
have the good bill of rights including
my own in New Jersey, that the fear of
lawsuits is not real and the fear about
increased cost of health insurance or
people having their health insurance
dropped is not real. In the case of
Texas, it is well documented since 1997
when the patients’ bill of rights went
into effect in that State there were
only 17 lawsuits. The average cost of
health insurance in Texas has not gone
up nearly as much as the national av-
erage. So we know that these fears
that President Bush talks about are
not legitimate.

What the President has been sup-
porting and what the Republican lead-
ership has been supporting is a weak-
ened version of the patients’ bill of
rights that has been introduced by the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
FLETCHER).

Just to give an example of what the
differences can be on these bills, let me
talk about some of the patients’ pro-
tections that are guaranteed in the
real patients’ bill of rights that we
would not have in the Fletcher Repub-
lican leadership bill. For example, we
know that what we want is we want
doctors to be able to practice medicine
and be able to provide us with the care
that they think we need. Well, under
the Fletcher bill, for example, doctors
could be told by their HMO that they
cannot even talk to a patient about a
medical procedure that they think a
patient needs. It is called the gag rule.

Doctors also would continue to be
provided financial incentive, or could
under their Fletcher bill by their HMO,
financial incentives not to provide us
with care because they get more money
at the end of the month if they do not
have as much procedure, if they do not
care for as many people, if they do not
do as many operations.

Another very good example is with
regard to specialty care. Under the real
patients’ bill of rights, the Dingell-Nor-
wood-Ganske bill, we basically are able
to go to a specialist on a regular basis
without having to get authorization
each time we want to go. Well, that is
not true under the Fletcher bill. For
example, under the real patients’ bill
of rights, a woman can have her OB-
GYN as her family practitioner. She
does not have to have authorization
each time she goes.

Under the real patients’ bill of rights,
if we need pediatric care, we are guar-
anteed specialty care for our children,
for speciality pediatric care. Under the
Fletcher bill neither of these things are
true.

So there are real differences here.
That is why it is important that we
have an opportunity this week to vote
on the real patients’ bill of rights. I
ask the Republican leadership, do not
put any roadblocks procedurally in the
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way through the Committee on Rules
so that we do not have a clean vote on
the real patients’ bill of rights.

Let me talk about another area.
Well, I guess my time has run out, Mr.
Speaker. But I would ask that we have
an opportunity this week to vote on a
clean bill.

———

GRANTING PRESIDENT BUSH
TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BRADY) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates for 2 minutes.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the House of Representatives will con-
sider legislation granting President
Bush trade promotion authority. I urge
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

Why do we need restored trade pro-
motion authority to the President and
to America? The answer is jobs and our
children’s future. Currently the United
States is at a severe disadvantage when
we have to compete with the rest of the
world. Not because of the quality of
our products. They are high. But be-
cause of the trade barriers we face
abroad. According to a report released
earlier this year of the estimated 130
free trade agreements around the
world, only two today include the
United States.

Giving the President this authority
to negotiate on our behalf would help
give America the tools we need to
break down the barriers abroad so we
can sell American goods and services
around the world and the potential is
huge. Ninety-six percent of the world
lives outside the United States. Nine-
ty-six percent of the world lives out-
side our borders. While they cannot all
buy the products we buy today, some-
day they will, and we want them to buy
American products.

Here is an interesting static. Half the
adults in the world today, half the
adults in the world have yet to make
their first telephone call. Well, if it is
European countries to sell those tele-
phone systems, they will create Euro-
pean jobs. If they are Asian companies
that sell those telephone systems, they
will create Asian jobs. If they are
American companies that sell those
telephone systems, we will create
American jobs.

These are jobs for our future and for
our children going through the schools
today.

Countries around the world are hesi-
tant to negotiate trade agreements
with us. They are scared Congress will
change every agreement 1,000 different
ways after it has been mnegotiated.
What trade promotion authority does,
it gives Congress, your representatives,
a final say on whether an agreement is
fair and free. I want that say.

Mr. Speaker, in order to keep Amer-
ica the greatest economic power in the
world, we have to be able to compete in
the trade arena. The only way we will

July 31, 2001

be able to do this is by granting Presi-
dent Bush trade promotion authority
on our behalf.

——————

PRIVATE PENSION BILL FOR
RETIRED RAILROAD WORKERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. SMITH) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, it is a great morning, but I am
going to talk about a disconcerting bill
that we might be taking up today or
maybe tomorrow. It is the private pen-
sion bill for the railroad workers in
this country.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. SAM
JOHNSON) and I are sending out a dear
colleague this morning, Mr. Speaker. 1
hope all staff and workers and Mem-
bers who are concerned about reaching
into the Social Security-Medicare
trust fund next year will take a look at
this dear colleague, and then take a
look at the railroad retirement bill
that cost $15 billion.

I have been working on Social Secu-
rity since I came here in 1993. In work-
ing with the Social Security system
and researching its origins back to
1934, I discovered that the railroad em-
ployees were included in the social se-
curity system at that time in 1934.

The railroad workers and employers
who were tremendously influential po-
litically back in the 1930’s as they are
today, came to Congress and said we do
not want to be part of the Social Secu-
rity system, we want our own pension
system. So government passed a law
and took them out, and it became sort
of a quasi-governmental pension sys-
tem for this private industry—the only
private industry that has sort of this
government back-up of a private pen-
sion system.

The railroad retirement system was
established during the 1930’s on a pay-
as-you-go basis just like Social Secu-
rity; but unlike Social Security, which
now has three workers to support every
one retiree, the railroad retirement
system has three beneficiaries being
supported by every one worker. That is
why they have come back to Congress
so many times to ask the American
taxpayer to bail out their pension sys-
tem.

The disproportionate ratio of bene-
ficiaries to workers is a direct result of
historical decline in railroad employ-
ment. Since 1945, the number of rail-
road workers has declined to 240,000
from 1.7 million. So we can see as there
are fewer workers, but all the existing
retirees are living longer life spans, it
has come to a tremendous burden on
that workers asking each worker to
have the Kkind of contribution that
would support three retirees, so they
have not been able to do it.

Declining employment. Many benefit
increases have produced chronic defi-
cits. The railroad retirement system
has spent more than it has collected in
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payroll taxes every year since 1957. 1
want to say that again. The railroad
retirement system has spent more than
it has collected in payroll taxes every
year since 1957. The cumulative short-
fall since 1957 is $90 billion. That $90
billion has come from other taxpayers
paying into this private taxpayer sys-
tem.

So I think everybody can believe me,
Mr. Speaker, when I say the influence
of the railroad workers and the rail-
road system has been very influential
in the United States Congress. Al-
though railroad workers and their em-
ployers currently pay a 33.4 percent
payroll tax excluding Medicare and un-
employment, the railroad retirement
system still spends $4 billion more than
it collects in payroll deductions each
year. So every year we are subsidizing
and putting money back into the rail-
road retirement system out of the gen-
eral fund.

Despite the payroll tax shortfall, the
railroad retirement system remains
technically solvent thanks to these
generous taxpayer subsidies. The
American taxpayer has bailed out the
retirement system to the extent that
those retirement funds now claim a $20
billion surplus, not a $90 billion deficit.
So this bill that is proposed to come up
takes $15 billion out of the general fund
next year and gives it to a railroad re-
tirement board investment effort
where they invest it and spend it for
current retirees.

But the challenge is while we are
passing these bills, we are reducing the
payroll tax that these workers pay in
and we increase benefits. We have in-
creased benefits for widows, and we
allow those workers to retire in the
railroad system, under this proposed
legislation that is coming before us, to
retire at 60 years old with full benefits.
Of course, on Social Security what we
have done over the years is we have in-
creased that, and now we are in the
mode of taking that full benefit eligi-
bility up to 67 years old for Social Se-
curity.

So in this railroad bill, we have re-
duced the tax they pay; we have in-
creased the benefits. I hope everybody
will study this issue very closely be-
cause if we are going to pass this kind
of legislation, we should at least take
American taxpayers off the hook in the
future.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There
being no further requests for morning
hour debates, pursuant to clause 12,
rule I, the House will stand in recess
until 10 a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 40 min-
utes a.m.) the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GUTKNECHT) at 10 a.m.
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PRAYER

The Reverend Monsignor John
Brenkle, St. Helena Catholic Church,
St. Helena, California, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Father, Your name is indeed Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end.
How fitting it is to begin all of our en-
terprises conscious of Your guiding
Spirit and to give You praise when our
affairs have ended well.

As we join together to begin today
the work of making this Nation a land
of peace and justice, may we humble
ourselves before You, acknowledging
that who we are and what we do is
Your gift, Your grace.

Help us always to remember that
You have called us to be servants and
that the greatness of our life as a na-
tion and as individuals is to be meas-
ured by how generously and wisely we
serve each other.

Let Your presence and Your blessings
descend upon this Chamber and upon
each of its Members as they begin this
new day and may they at its end expe-
rience the rewards of a day well spent
in the service of others. For this we
pray. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SAM JOHN-
SON) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
WELCOMING THE REVEREND
MONSIGNOR JOHN BRENKLE

(Mr. THOMPSON of California asked

and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I am honored to have such a
truly genuine servant and good friend
lead us in today’s opening prayer. Fa-
ther John Brenkle—Monsignor John
Brenkle—has humbly and effectively
served our diocese for over 30 years and
has been pastor at the St. Helena
Catholic Church for nearly 20 years.

He has worked tirelessly with local,
State and Federal officials, housing ad-
vocates and the wine industry within
the Napa Valley to improve farm work-
er housing in our area.

In addition to St. Helena, Father
Brenkle has served the diocese by lead-
ing two other parishes and serving as a
school principal. He has been both a
forceful presence and silent leader and
has the respect and the admiration of
our entire community regardless of
their religious affiliation.

I thank my colleagues for allowing
him to lead us in prayer today.

——

CLONING

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the col-
umnist Charles Krauthammer called
legislation that we are going to con-
sider today to permit cloning human
embryos a ‘‘nightmare and an abomi-
nation.” It truly is.

Some of those who support this pro-
posal are so eager to clone human
beings that they have taken to twist-
ing the truth to promote their argu-
ments. The latest thing they are say-
ing is that cloned embryos are not real-
ly embryos at all. They say that if you
use body cells instead of sperm to fer-
tilize an egg, that that really is not an
embryo.

Mr. Speaker, that is ridiculous. Take
a look at this picture of Dolly the
sheep. Everybody knows that Dolly is a
clone. Dolly was made by fertilizing a
sheep egg with a cell taken from the
mammary gland of another sheep. It
took 277 tries before they got a clone
that worked. Now she is 5 years old.

Those who argue that cloned human
embryos are not really embryos might
as well argue that Dolly is not a sheep.
That is ridiculous.

Cloning human beings is wrong.
Eighty-eight percent of the American
people do not want scientists to create
human embryos for the purpose of ex-
perimentation, harvesting and destruc-
tion. We will be voting later today to
ban all human cloning. Support the
Weldon-Stupak bill.

————
IRS COMMISSIONER ROSSOTTI

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. The legal group
Judicial Watch has charged IRS Com-
missioner Rossotti with conflict of in-
terest involving a company he founded.
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Rossotti still owns stock in the
pany, his wife works there,
Rossotti buys software from this
pany for the IRS.

That is right. Rossotti buys from
Rossotti. If that is not enough to roast
your chestnuts, the charge claims, and
I quote, Rossotti got a conflict waiver
from the Clinton administration in ex-
change for targeting and auditing Clin-
ton’s opponents.

What is the surprise? In addition,
Rossotti is scheduled for another big,
fat bonus from Congress.

Beam me up. The Internal Rectal
Service does not need bonuses, they
need abolished.

I yield back the fact that if a Member
of Congress did what Rossotti did, you
would go straight to the slammer.

———————

ENERGY PRODUCTION NEEDED
FOR OUR FUTURE

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the en-
ergy crisis America is facing is still
with us. Americans need our country to
invest in and produce more energy
from the few sites we have available on
our public lands. That is the goal of the
bipartisan Energy Security Act which
will allow for the production of wind,
solar and geothermal energies on pub-
lic lands. These are clean energies, re-
newable energies that leave our envi-
ronment untouched.

We cannot keep pretending our en-
ergy challenges will take care of them-
selves if we just wait long enough.
When we fail to act, prices rise and our
seniors and small businesses, our farm-
ers and low-income families suffer.
They suffered last winter. They suf-
fered this spring. They are suffering
now under the hot summer sun. Be as-
sured, without a comprehensive plan
they will suffer next year, and the year
after that.

We need to have the courage and the
vision to realize that increased energy
production plays a key role in a sound
national energy policy. We need to pass
the Republican energy package for the
sake of our future, for the sake of
America.

com-
and
com-

————

H.R. 2540, VETERANS BENEFITS
ACT OF 2001

(Mr. SHOWS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I am so
proud to be here as a member of the
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
to share my strong support of H.R.
25640, the Veterans Benefits Act of 2001.

These men and women, uprooted
from their families and communities,
served our country with honor and dig-
nity. Yet when it was time for the VA
to serve them, thousands were cat-
egorically denied.
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Earlier this year, I introduced H.R.
612, the Persian Gulf War Illness Com-
pensation Act of 2001 with two other
outstanding advocates for veterans, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. MAN-
ZULLO) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GALLEGLY). This legislation
garnered strong bipartisan support
from over 225 Members of the House.

The Veterans Benefits Act of 2001
will now clarify VA standards for com-
pensation by recognizing fibromyalgia,
chronic fatigue syndrome, multiple
chemical sensitivity, and other ail-
ments as key symptoms of undiagnosed
or poorly defined illnesses associated
with Gulf War service. Additionally,
this bill extends the presumptive pe-
riod for undiagnosed illnesses to De-
cember 31, 2003. This is a true victory
for veterans.

Mr. Speaker, these veterans put their
lives on the land to protect, defend and
advance the ideals of democracy.

Vote for this bill. It is the right thing
to do.

———
TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker,
Congress must pass trade promotion
authority. International trade is an es-
sential part of the U.S. economy. But
when it comes to trade agreements, the
U.S. is lagging behind significantly. Of
the 130 preferential trade agreements
that exist, the U.S. is a party to only
two: NAFTA and a free trade agree-
ment with Israel. That is it. The Euro-
pean Union has 27, 20 of which have
been negotiated in the last 10 years.
While the rest of the world is moving
rapidly ahead, we are not.

Canada, our neighbor to the north,
has agreements throughout the south-
ern hemisphere. There are currently
over 12 million U.S. jobs that depend
upon exports. American jobs that ex-
port goods pay up to 18 percent more
than the U.S. national average. As we
can see, trade agreements are a crucial
element for the success of the U.S.
economy. Remember, the jobs stay
here; the products are exported over-
seas.

Mr. Speaker, in order to get back in
the game and develop a stronger econ-
omy, I urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting trade promotion author-
ity.

——

PROUD TO SALUTE THE HONOR-
ABLE DONNA SHALALA, NEW
PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY
OF MIAMI

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
am proud to salute the Honorable
Donna Shalala who has assumed the
reins as the fifth president of the Uni-
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versity of Miami. Donna Shalala was
U.S. history’s longest serving Sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. During
her tenure, Dr. Shalala distinguished
herself on a broad range of issues, in-
cluding taking care of the needs of our
elderly and our Nation’s children.

She led campaigns for child immuni-
zation, for biomedical research, and
played a key role in reforming our wel-
fare system. In fact, the Washington
Post described her as ‘‘one of the most
successful government managers of our
time.”

Donna brings to UM more than 25
years of experience in education, also,
including serving as President of
Hunter College. As chancellor of the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, she
was the first woman to head a Big 10
university.

The University of Miami is already a
leader in international and medical
education, biomedical research and en-
vironmental sciences, but with Donna
Shalala at its helm, UM will be certain
to reach great new heights.

The Florida congressional delegation
welcomes Donna Shalala back to Wash-
ington, D.C. today and looks forward to
helping her achieve her vision for the
future of the University of Miami and
for our South Florida community.

———
MANAGED CARE LEGISLATION

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
some health plans systematically ob-
struct, delay and deny care. That is a
fact.

Earlier this year, Republicans and
Democrats negotiated a bill that con-
tains the minimum protections nec-
essary to get health insurance back on
track. Ganske-Dingell reminds HMOs
that they are being paid to provide cov-
erage, not excuses. And it contains a
right to sue with enough teeth in it to
deter health plans from cheating their
enrollees, and enough definition to pre-
clude frivolous lawsuits.

Recourse in the courts is essential. If
we tell HMOs that they are account-
able, we must hold them accountable.
Unfortunately, the Fletcher bill com-
promises away the two most important
patient protections, leaving HMOs
thrilled and consumers no better off. It
provides a right to sue that cannot ac-
tually be exercised and a right to an
external appeals process that simply
cannot be trusted.

We need to enact legislation that
does not just sound like it protects pa-
tients but actually does protect pa-
tients. Ganske-Dingell fits that bill. I
ask for House support.

————
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SUPPORT FLETCHER HEALTH
CARE REFORM

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I am going to talk about
Benny Johnson, no relationship.

Benny Johnson of Logic I sales in
Richardson, Texas, employs 18 people
and pays over $80,000 a year for health
insurance for himself, his employees,
and their families. Benny has paid for
their health insurance for nearly 20
years.

If health insurance premiums rise
much higher, Benny is going to have to
reduce benefits, drop coverage, or
change plans, ending relationships with
doctors they trust and know. Why
would his premiums go up? Because of
the McCain-Kennedy legislation in the
House and Senate, which everybody
knows would drive costs up.

This potentially could add Benny and
his employees, and their families, to
the 43 million Americans without
health insurance.

It is just plain wrong. It has to stop.
We have to think of Benny, his employ-
ees, and his families. Let us support
the Fletcher bill.

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S
LEADERSHIP ON TRADE

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, in just a
few minutes, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Chairman THOMAS) will begin
the debate on the very important U.S.-
Jordan Free Trade Agreement, but I
want to take a moment to talk about a
very important issue which we are
going to be phasing in in the not-too-
distant future, and that is the issue of
Trade Promotion Authority.

Since that authority expired in 1994,
our trading partners have been very
busy negotiating a web of trade agree-
ments that excludes the United States.
Today we sit here wasting valuable
time that the President and his trade
negotiators could be using to improve
the lives of families here in the United
States and around the world.

Free trade has been a boom for the
American family, from higher paying
jobs to lower prices. The North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement and the
World Trade Organization have in-
creased the overall national income by
$40 billion to $60 billion. Continued ef-
forts to open new markets help work-
ing families that bear the brunt of hid-
den imported taxes on everyday items
like clothes, food, and electronics. And,
with 97 percent of exporters coming
from small or medium-sized companies,
increased exports mean better, higher
paying export jobs for workers that
make up the heart and soul of this
country.

Along with American workers, open
trade has helped to raise more than 100
million people out of poverty in the
last decade. A recent World Bank study
showed that developing countries that
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participate actively in trade grow fast-
er and reduce poverty faster than coun-
tries that isolate themselves.

We should grant the President Trade
Promotion Authority as soon as pos-
sible to ensure that the United States
continues to lead in the global econ-
omy and the fight to spread democracy
and freedom throughout the world.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GUTKNECHT). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair announces that he
will postpone further proceedings
today on each motion to suspend the
rules