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Since September 11th, many citizens have

chosen to drive their vehicles to work, to
recreation and to vacation sites, rather than
take other means of public transportation. This
means that consumers will be spending an
ever-increasing amount of time in their vehi-
cles. And, that means that these vehicles will
need more repairs and parts replaced.

Another consequence of September 11th is
the attack on America’s economic foundation.
Many businesses will close their doors due to
the inability to continue to provide consumer
services. Now, more than ever, we in Con-
gress must work to bolster business, not
hinder it with the economic chains of monopo-
lies. Passage of HR 2735 will keep the doors
open for many in the automotive aftermarket,
allowing the domino effect of recovery to con-
tinue.

HR 2735 will open the door to motoring con-
sumers who are away from home, whether for
business or pleasure, to have unforeseen re-
pairs and parts replaced at the shop of their
choice and with the parts of their choice. HR
2735 will allow motoring consumers to dis-
pense with fears of being caught in strange lo-
calities or being forced back to dealerships.
Consumers will be able to make competitive
choices.

For several years, Congress mandated that
vehicles come manufactured with a computer
system to monitor vehicle emissions. As vehi-
cles have advanced, so have the computer
systems installed which now control vital sys-
tems such as brakes, ignition, ignition keys, air
bags, steering mechanisms and climate con-
trol. What began as a clean air measure be-
came an unintended ‘‘vehicle in itself’’ to a re-
pair and parts information monopoly by car
manufacturers.

The end result is that motorists have be-
come chained to the car manufacturers and
their car dealers in order to have their vehicles
repaired and parts replaced. Instead of exer-
cising America’s free-market ability to choose
the automotive technician, shop and parts of
their choice—or even work on the vehicles
themselves, this lock-out of information has
forced motorists to return to car dealers and
forced them in many instances into paying
higher, noncompetitive costs. Simple tasks
such as having an ignition key duplicated can
cost $45 or more.

Passage of HR 2735 is essential to the eco-
nomic structure of the vehicle independent re-
pair industry, as well as the limited budgets of
many consumers and their safety.

Passage of HR 2735 will allow motorists
who do not live near car dealerships to have
their vehicles quickly and efficiently repaired,
without being forced into driving a great dis-
tance in a problematic car to a dealership,
jeopardizing their safety and that of others. It
will allow motorists to work on their vehicles
and will allow motorists to save money.

Passage of HR 2735 will empower motorists
and will not restrict their choices of repair
shops, including the desire of those who wish
to go to car dealerships. It will allow motorists
to actually own the repair and parts informa-
tion to their own vehicles and to be the ulti-
mate decisionmakers—instead of the car man-
ufacturers—of their own vehicles.

Now more than ever is the time for Con-
gress to keep consumers and small business
sound, not pigeon-holed into unnecessary and
expensive monopolies. Freedom to choose
and to compete is the American Way.
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Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to pay tribute and honor the accom-
plishments of the Pomona Valley Workshop
on its 35th Anniversary of dedicated service to
individuals with developmental disabilities in
Western San Bernardino County and Eastern
Los Angeles County.

The Pomona Valley Workshop is one of the
largest employers in the city of Montclair and
strives to maintain the highest of standards in
its provision of traditional and innovative serv-
ices. As an active member of the local com-
munity, the Workshop’s efforts to improve the
public’s understanding of issues which affect
persons with disabilities have resulted in
strong community support and volunteer ef-
forts.

I salute the Pomona Valley Workshop on
the outstanding role it has played in assisting
adults with disabilities achieve their highest
level of employment and community integra-
tion. I wish them continued success in their
exemplary endeavors.
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HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 3, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I am glad that
the attacks on Sikhs and other Americans in
the wake of the September 11 attacks have
subsided. While there are still some incidents,
Sikhs, Muslims, and other Americans are safer
now then they were a week or two ago. That
is good news.

However, Sikhs continue to be under as-
sault in India. The Indian government holds
over 52,000 Sikhs as political prisoners. It has
murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984. A
few months ago, Indian troops were caught
red-handed trying to set fire to a Gurdwara (a
Sikh temple), but Sikh and Muslim villagers
prevented them from carrying out this atrocity.

This is part of a long pattern of violation of
the rights of Sikhs and other minorities by the
Indian government. The attacks on Sikhs in
America, which are terribly unfortunate and
should be condemned by all, have been inci-
dents carried out by individuals. That is a key
difference. Much of the problem is that since
the Sikhs don’t have their own country, Ameri-
cans and others don’t know who they are.
This is one more reason why a free Khalistan
is essential.

Khalistan is the Sikh homeland which de-
clared its independence from India on October
7, 1987. This week marks Khalistan’s inde-
pendence anniversary. It will also see the an-
nual convention of the Council of Khalistan,
the government pro tempore of Khalistan
which leads its independence struggle.

Given India’s apparent reluctance to cooper-
ate with the United States in our war on ter-
rorism, American support for a free Khalistan
and for freedom for the Kashmiris, for pre-

dominantly Christian Nagaland, and for all the
other nations seeking their freedom is more
urgent than ever. We must do what we can to
extend the glow of freedom all over the world.
We can help that along by maintaining our
sanctions on India, by cutting off our aid to
India until human rights are respected, and by
supporting an internationally-supervised plebi-
scite on the question of independence for all
the nations of South Asia. Our war on ter-
rorism is about preserving freedom. Let’s not
forget that freedom is universal.
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TRIBUTE TO TY MARBUT AND
OTHER YOUNG MONTANA HUNT-
ERS
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Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, hunting in
Montana is one of our most popular time-hon-
ored traditions. Each fall thousands of Mon-
tana men and women traverse our mountains,
forests and prairies in pursuant of a wide
range of large and small game.

One of the greatest stalwarts of the Second
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is Gary
Marbut who is president of the Montana
Shooting Sports Association. Gary works tire-
lessly with the Montana Congressional Dele-
gation to protect our vanishing right to keep
and bear arms.

The June 2001 issue of the National Rifle
Association’s ‘‘American Hunter’’ contains
Gary’s article ‘‘A Kid’s First Elk Rifle.’’ It details
the strong father and son bonding involved in
his son Ty’s preparations to hunt elk and get
comfortable with the proper rifle. I commend
my colleagues to read this article that em-
bodies how hunting and family values are still
very much in vogue in Montana.

A KID’S FIRST ELK RIFLE

(By Gary Marbut)
Tyrel turned 11 last fall, which means he’s

old enough to hunt elk when he passes
hunter safety. I began thinking what the cri-
teria would be for a good elk rifle for an 11-
year-old boy. It would need to be light
enough to carry, pack enough punch to take
the animal, have suitable accuracy for suc-
cessful 200-yard shots, and minimal recoil so
as not to terrify a young shooter and cause
him to flinch.

Fortunately, there are so many choices the
real problem is not finding something suit-
able, but narrowing the field. I first looked
at my own collection. A rifle that I’ve al-
ways liked is my Ruger semi-auto carbine in
.44 Magnum. This rifle has a clear and wide
little 4X scope with the old post reticle.

This seemed the ideal choice for Ty. It has
a short stock, much of the recoil is soaked
up by the semi-auto action, the .44 Magnum
is enough for elk with well-placed shots, and
since I hunt elk with a .44 Magnum revolver,
we could practice with, carry, and use the
same ammo. I would prefer to shoot elk with
this rifle under 150 yards, and I did ponder
the safety aspect of a semi-auto for a kid’s
first hunting rifle. However, this rifle had
one large added benefit: it is the same size
and shape as a Ruger 10/22, and Ty could
hone his shooting skills with my 10/22 and
cheaper ammo.

The idea was fine until I suggested it to
Ty. ‘‘Nope,’’ he said. ‘‘Nothing magnum. Too
much recoil.’’ Kids can be notional, and I

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 04:14 Oct 04, 2001 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A03OC8.029 pfrm02 PsN: E03PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-21T14:01:08-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




