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So the Journal was approved.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
conference report to accompany H.R.
2217, and that I may include tabular
and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2217,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2002

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, I call up
the conference report to accompany
the bill (H.R. 2217) making appropria-
tions for the Department of the Inte-
rior and related agencies for the fiscal
yvear ending September 30, 2002, and for
other purposes, and ask unanimous
consent for its immediate consider-
ation without intervention of any
point of order.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

(For conference report and statement
see proceedings of the House of Thurs-
day, October 11, 2001, at page H6507.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THORNBERRY). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from New
Mexico?

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, I intend not to ob-
ject. I simply make this observation in
order to afford the gentleman an oppor-
tunity to explain what it is we are
doing here and to respond to several
other questions that I think are in
Members’ minds with respect to the
bill, and I yield to the distinguished
gentleman from New Mexico.

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, as the
manager of this conference agreement,
I do not intend to use any of the hour
on general debate.

Mr. Speaker, we bring before the House the
conference agreement on H.R. 2217—the In-
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terior and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act for fiscal year 2002.

Let me take a moment to thank the mem-
bers of the Interior subcommittee for their sup-
port and guidance this year. | want to extend
a special, personal thanks to the ranking mi-
nority member, NORM Dicks, for his extraor-
dinary assistance in helping to shape this bill.

This is a good agreement. It provides $19.1
billion for our public lands, for Indian pro-
grams, for critical science and energy re-
search programs, and for cultural institutions
like the Smithsonian. Within that total there is
$1.32 billion for the conservation spending ini-
tiative, which is the full amount available under
the law for the Interior bill.

Let me cover just a couple of the highlights.
The conference agreement includes $210 mil-
lion for Payments in Lieu of Taxes, $600 mil-
lion for maintenance on our public lands and
$144 million for State land and water con-
servation grants, an increase of $54 million
above the enacted level. There is $275 million
for low income weatherization assistance and
State energy grants, an increase of $84 million
above the enacted level. There is $150 million
for a new clean coal power initiative, a key
component of the Administration’s National
Energy Policy. All of these areas are Presi-
dential priorities.

The agreement also extends the recreation
fee demonstration program for two years.
Under this program, the National parks, for-
ests, wildlife refugees, and other public lands
retain fees they collect and use them to make
repairs and other improvements that enhance
the visitor experience. | am pleased to report
that nearly $1 billion has been collected since
the program was begun by this subcommittee
in fiscal year 1997.

The conference agreement also provides
$120 million to continue the Everglades res-
toration program and over $200 million for
building schools and hospitals for American In-
dians and Alaska Natives.

The agreements has $2 billion to continue
the National fire plan in fiscal year 2002. This
includes funds for firefighting, restoration, haz-
ardous fuel reduction, and community assist-
ance.

The National Endowment for the Arts is
funded at $98 million and there is $17 million
for the Challenge America Arts Fund. These
are the same amounts as in the House-
passed bill.

| want to thank the staff in both the House
and the Senate and on both sides of the aisle
for their hardwork and long hours in getting
the agreement in shape and making sure the
numbers all worked within our allocation.

This is a good conference report; it con-
forms to our allocation; it balances the many
competing needs of the programs under the
jurisdiction of the Interior and Related Agen-
cies Subcommittee; and | urge Members to
support it.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that a table on the var-
ious accounts in the bill agreed to by the Con-
ferees be included at this point.
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