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According to that same report, these

votes were lost due to a variety of rea-
sons that have existed for a long time.
They did not just happen in one place
or in one election: Faulty equipment,
confusing ballots, registration mixups,
flawed polling place operations, absen-
tee ballot problems, and the list goes
on.

It was not about one State. We all fo-
cused on Florida, but the fact remains,
in the other 49 States there were prob-
lems to varying degrees. Again, these
problems were not limited to one
State. In fact, the General Accounting
Office found that 57 percent of voting
jurisdictions nationwide experienced
major problems conducting the Novem-
ber 7, 2000, elections.

These problems were not limited to
one election. In fact, many of these are
systemic problems with our election
systems that have existed for years.
For example, over 11 million Ameri-
cans who are blind or have a hand mo-
bility disability have never been able
to cast a secret ballot. Not a single bal-
lot in America is in braille.

In fact, according to the General Ac-
counting Office, of the 120,000 polling
places in America, 50,000 of them are
physically inaccessible to the disabled.
Despite the fact we passed the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, there still is
a staggering number of our voting
places that are not accessible.

We could spend a lot of time talking
about what happened a year ago, but I
want to take the few minutes available
to me to strike a more positive note.
Senator BOND of Missouri, Senator
MCCONNELL of Kentucky, myself, and
Senator SCHUMER of New York are all
working to put together a bill to bring
to the Senate in the coming weeks. We
are working on a compromise proposal
that will allow us to try to fix the
problems that existed in the year 2000
elections.

This is not about the past, but about
the future of our democracy. As Thom-
as Paine once said, the right to vote is
the right upon which all other rights
depend. Certainly we ought to be able
to get this right in the 21st century.

To reach that goal, those of us who
are interested in the issue have been
working together to come up with a bi-
partisan proposal that will meet the
concerns and objectives of all of us in
this Chamber and, hopefully, in the
other body as well.

On August 2, the Rules Committee,
which I chair, approved a bill which
does three major things:

It creates a temporary commission to
study election reform issues and issue
‘‘best practice’’ recommendations.

It creates a grant program to provide
States and localities with Federal
funds to acquire updated voting sys-
tems and technology, improve voter
registration systems, and educate vot-
ers and poll workers.

It establishes three minimum Fed-
eral requirements for Federal elections
and authorizes Federal funding for
these requirements.

These three requirements provide for:
Federal standards for voting machines
and technology, provisional voting, and
distribution of sample ballots and vot-
ing instructions.

There are a lot of ideas for improving
our system that can be incorporated. It
is not about ideology, it is about what
reforms need to be made to enhance
the voting systems of our country.

Our staffs are meeting. Senator BOND
is deeply interested in the fraud issue.
He has said what I think is the best
line about the election process. Sen-
ator BOND says: Voting ought to be
easy, and cheating ought to be hard. He
is exactly right, and his efforts to try
to deal with the fraud issues are ones I
welcome.

I am hopeful we can weave reforms
which address these issues into a bill to
which we all will be willing to lend our
names. I intend to continue to work
with those Members who are interested
in this subject.

We do not have the answer yet, but I
did not want this day to pass when I
know there will be a lot of discussion
about what happened a year ago. Obvi-
ously, the events of September 11
threw the entire agenda of the Con-
gress off its predictable path. We are
scrambling to get back to some of
these issues that need to be addressed.
For Americans who wonder if anything
has been done over the last year, the
answer is yes. These are not simple
matters. There are strongly held views.
We have longstanding traditions about
how voting is to be conducted in this
country.

Americans, as they demonstrated
yesterday in New Jersey, Connecticut,
Virginia, and in places all over the
country where elections were held, still
believe very deeply in the right to vote
and have their votes counted. I am
hopeful that in the coming days we will
be able to announce a compromise pro-
posal.

Again, I thank my colleague from
Missouri, Senator BOND, my colleague
from Kentucky, Senator MCCONNELL,
my colleague from New York, Senator
SCHUMER, and many others interested
in this subject matter. Our hope is we
will soon be able to bring a compromise
election reform bill before the Senate
of the United States.

f

LABOR, HHS, EDUCATION
APPROPRIATIONS BILL

COMPASSION CAPITAL FUND

Mr. REED. Madam President, I rise
to inquire about the Compassion Cap-
ital Fund, which is funded in this bill
at $89 million. As my colleagues know,
this fund was requested by the Presi-
dent as part of his Faith-Based Initia-
tive. This is a significant amount of
money and I want to note that the Sen-
ate has not yet considered legislation
authorizing various aspects of the
President’s Faith-Based Initiative, in-
cluding provisions which might alter
longstanding rules on government
funding of religious organizations.

Therefore, I would like to clarify sev-
eral points with the chairman and
ranking member of the subcommittee
about the uses of these funds. It is my
understanding that this fund is sup-
posed to provide grants to organiza-
tions for the purpose of advising chari-
table organizations on expanding their
operations effectively and providing
guidance on how to emulate model so-
cial service practices. Am I correct on
that point?

Mr. HARKIN. The Senator is correct.
The Compassion Capital Fund will pro-
vide grants to public/private partner-
ships to help charitable organizations
develop ‘‘best practices’’ as a social
service agency. The goal of grantees of
the Compassion Capital Fund will be to
improve the effectiveness of social pro-
grams and community initiatives
around the Nation. The Senate has not
yet debated the President’s Faith
Based Initiative, and the Senator is
correct that this fund is only for the
development of model best practices.

Mr. SPECTER. I appreciate the
chairman and Senator from Rhode Is-
land for clarifying these points. It is
important to note that this appropria-
tions bill is not changing any of the
rules or standards for government
funding of religious organizations and
we have funded the two programs in
the President’s Faith-Based Initiative
that we believe are authorized.

Mr. REED. I thank the chairman and
the ranking member of the sub-
committee for clarifying these points,
and I look forward to working to fur-
ther clarify this matter during the con-
ference committee process.

f

CHANGES TO THE 2002 APPROPRIA-
TIONS COMMITTEE ALLOCATION
AND BUDGETARY AGGREGATES

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, sec-
tion 314 of the Congressional Budget
Act, as amended, requires the chair-
man of the Senate Budget Committee
to adjust the budgetary aggregates and
the allocation for the Appropriations
Committee by the amount of appro-
priations designated as emergency
spending pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985,
as amended. The conference report to
H.R. 2620, the Departments of Veterans
Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and Independent Agencies Ap-
propriations Act of 2002, provides $1.5
billion in designated emergency fund-
ing in 2002 for FEMA disaster relief.
Because that budget authority is not
estimated to result in any new outlays
in 2002, the adjustment made herein is
for budget authority only.

Pursuant to section 302 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act, I hereby revise
the 2002 allocation provided to the Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee in the
concurrent budget resolution in the
following amounts.

Pursuant to section 311 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act, I hereby revise
the 2002 budget aggregates included in
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the concurrent budget resolution in the
following amounts.

I ask to print tables 1 and 2 in the
RECORD, which reflect the changes
made to the committee’s allocation
and to the budget aggregates.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

TABLE 1.—REVISED ALLOCATION FOR APPROPRIATIONS
COMMITTEE, 2002
[In millions of dollars]

Budget
authority Outlays

Current Allocation:
General Purpose Discretionary ..................... 547,944 537,907
Highways ...................................................... 0 28,489
Mass Transit ................................................. 0 5,275
Conservation ................................................. 1,760 1,232
Mandatory ..................................................... 358,567 350,837

Total ..................................................... 908,271 923,740

Adjustments:
General Purpose Discretionary ..................... 1,500 0
Highways ...................................................... 0 0
Mass Transit ................................................. 0 0
Conservation ................................................. 0 0
Mandatory ..................................................... 0 0

Total ..................................................... 1,500 0

Revised Allocation:
General Purpose Discretionary ..................... 549,444 537,907
Highways ...................................................... 0 28,489
Mass Transit ................................................. 0 5,275
Conservation ................................................. 1,760 1,232
Mandatory ..................................................... 358,567 350,837

Total ..................................................... 909,771 923,740

TABLE 2.—REVISED BUDGET AGGREGATES, 2002
[In millions of dollars]

Budget
authority Outlays Surplus

Current allocation: Budget
Resolution ............................ 1,516,219 1,481,928 186,737

Adjustments: Emergency funds,
FEMA .................................... 1,500 0 0

Revised allocation: Budget
Resolution ............................ 1,517,719 1,481,928 186,737
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EMPOWERING STUDENTS TO PRE-
VENT GUN VIOLENCE IN
SCHOOLS

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, over
the past several years, there have been
a number of incidents of gun violence
in our schools. Tragedies such as the
shootings at Columbine High School in
Littleton, CO, have amplified concerns
among students across the Nation that
gun violence could happen in their
schools.

Many organizations have initiated ef-
forts to help students cope with their
fear. The National Crime Prevention
Council, NCPC, for example, has devel-
oped a list of ‘‘12 Things Students Can
Do’’ to stop school violence. Some of
the suggestions include, reporting any
crime immediately to school authori-
ties or police and reporting suspicious
or worrisome behavior or talk by other
students to a teacher or counselor.
There are also recommendations for
students to manage their anger effec-
tively and to refuse to bring a weapon
to school, refuse to carry a weapon for
another, and refuse to keep silent
about those who carry weapons. The
complete list can be found on the NCPC
website at http://www.ncpc.org/
2schvio2.htm. Every student should

read this list and consider involvement
in the safety and security of his or her
own school.

f

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to speak about hate
crimes legislation I introduced with
Senator KENNEDY in March of this
year. The Local Law Enforcement Act
of 2001 would add new categories to
current hate crimes legislation sending
a signal that violence of any kind is
unacceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred February 9, 1993,
in Hartford, CT. Johny Pittman, 29,
and John L. Pittman, 21, allegedly
robbed, abducted, and sexually as-
saulted a gay man. The assailants al-
legedly asked the victim if he was gay
before assaulting him. They were
charged with a hate crime and four
other offenses related to the incident.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

f

IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH CURSEEN,
JR. AND THOMAS MORRIS, JR.

Mrs. CLINTON. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute to two men
who lost their lives while serving their
country, and to express the profound
sorrow that our entire country feels as
a result of this loss. I want to extend
my deepest sympathies to the families
of Joseph Curseen, Jr. of Clinton, MD
and Thomas Morris, Jr. of Suitland,
MD. I commend their service to our
country, which combined totals nearly
50 years, and pay tribute to the honor-
able lives they lived.

The sudden deaths of two District of
Columbia postal employees a few
weeks ago shook our nation. We have
come to realize that in our battle
against terrorism at home, our postal
workers, men and women in uniform,
are on the front lines.

Joseph Curseen, Jr., 47, an employee
of the United States Postal Service for
15 years, never missed a day of work—
a truly commendable feat. He worked
evenings at the Brentwood Road mail
facility in Northeast Washington, D.C.
where he supervised bar coding ma-
chines that handled government mail.
Mr. Curseen was dedicated to his com-
munity and served as president of the
homeowners’ association. He helped in-
stitute a neighborhood watch and, al-
though he did not have children of his
own, he helped build the neighborhood
playground. Shortly before his death,
Mr. Curseen, concerned about speeding
traffic, went door to door to urge his
neighbors to sign a petition to install
speed bumps in their neighborhood.
One of his neighbors has pledged to

carry on Mr. Curseen’s petition drive
for the speed bumps.

A religious man, who led a bible
study group at work and was often the
first one at church on Saturdays, Mr.
Curseen never forgot the Washington,
D.C. neighborhood where he was raised
and often returned to visit his old
church and school. The Reverend Low-
ell Chase of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
church in Washington said of Mr.
Curseen, He was just a good and honor-
able man who did his duty in a very
simple and responsible way.

The account of Mr. Curseen’s illness
and sudden death is tragic. On a Tues-
day, he started feeling ill, but assumed
it was just a cold. Despite his wors-
ening pain in the following days, he in-
sisted on going to work, and was upset
on Friday when he had to leave work
early because he was so ill.

Mr. Curseen did not suspect that his
illness might be something more dan-
gerous than a cold. He was not worried
that he might have contracted an-
thrax, according to his wife Celestine,
because the Postmaster-General had
told the workers that there was little
risk of infection from sealed envelopes
at mail sorting facilities. Still, Mr.
Curseen took some precautions and
purchased rubber gloves and shared
them with seven co-workers.

In church that Saturday, he fainted.
The medics who came to revive him
asked if he wanted to go the hospital.
Replying that it would not be nec-
essary, Mr. Curseen went to work in-
stead. At work, he felt worse and de-
cided to go to the hospital. There, he
was treated for flu-like symptoms and
released only to faint again on Sunday,
this time at home. His family rushed
him to the hospital where he died six
hours later.

His sister, Joan Jackson, has re-
marked,

And I just feel that my brother did not die
in vain; that he is an example, he is a saint,
he’s a martyr for this country. He’s every
man, and . . . He’s an example to us of how
this affects home, how it affects us in all of
our lifestyles.

Thomas Morris, Jr., 55, fondly called
‘‘Moe’’ by those who knew him, had 32
years of service with the Postal Serv-
ice. His strong work ethic—he often
worked overtime on the night shift—
was well known. He had a passion for
bowling and served as president of the
‘‘Tuesday Morning Mixed League’’ at
the Parkland Bowl in Silver Hill,
Maryland. Mr. Morris was dedicated to
his family. He leaves behind his wife,
Mary, a son, two stepchildren and
three grandchildren.

Mr. Morris was an intensely private
man and, in keeping with this, his fam-
ily requested that people who knew
him not share their memories of him
with the media.

Washington Mayor Anthony Wil-
liams, who attended Morris’ funeral,
said of him, ‘‘He was a man who
worked in the Post Office, a God-fear-
ing man, a diligent man trying to sup-
port his family.’’
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