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[Rollcall Vote No. 340 Leg.]

YEAS—98
Akaka Dorgan Lott
Allard Durbin Lugar
Allen Edwards McConnell
Baucus Ensign Mikulski
Bayh Enzi Miller
Bennett Feingold Murkowski
Biden Feinstein Murray
Bingaman Fitzgerald Nelson (FL)
Bond Frist Nelson (NE)
Boxer Graham Nickles
Breaux Gramm Reed
Brownback Grassley Reid
Bunning Gregg Roberts
Burns Hagel' Rockefeller
Byrd Harkin Santorum
Campbell Hatch Sarbanes
Cantwell Helms
Carnahan Hollings Schulmer
Carper Hutchinson Sessions
Chafee Hutchison Shelby
Cleland Inhofe Smith (NH)
Clinton Inouye Smith (OR)
Cochran Jeffords Snowe
Collins Johnson Specter
Conrad Kennedy Stabenow
Corzine Kerry Stevens
Craig Kohl Thomas
Crapo Kyl Thompson
Daschle Landrieu Thurmond
Dayton Leahy Voinovich
DeWine Levin Warner
Dodd Lieberman Wellstone
Domenici Lincoln Wyden
NAYS—1
McCain

NOT VOTING—1
Torricelli

The conference report was agreed to.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I
move to lay that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

———
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate stand in
recess from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. today.
There is already an order in existence
that the time we are in be morning
business.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, I certainly don’t
want to be an impediment to what the
distinguished majority whip is trying
to do. I do have a couple of speeches 1
want to make. I will go down to my of-
fice to get them. One has to do with
Thanksgiving. The other has to do with
another matter of great importance.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if I could
amend that request, we have from 3 to
4 o’clock for which the Chaplain has ar-
ranged for the Senate family to be to-
gether in the Russell Rotunda.

I amend that request so that we end
at 2 o’clock, or whenever Senator BYRD
completes his remarks.

I was present last year and the year
before when Senator BYRD gave his
Thanksgiving speech. I hope I can be
present this year when the speech is
given. It is something I look forward
to. It has become, at least for me, kind
of a Thanksgiving tradition to hear the
things for which Senator BYRD is
thankful because they always trigger
in my mind the things I am thankful
for, or that I should be thankful for.

I renew my request.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The Senator from Alaska is recog-
nized.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I thank the Chair.

——
ENERGY

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to share with my colleagues
a situation developing that I think de-
serves attention as we contemplate the
Thanksgiving recess and shortly there-
after, hopefully, the break for the
Christmas holidays.

Throughout the year, our new Presi-
dent has requested that Congress take
up and pass an energy bill. The ques-
tion of our Nation’s energy security,
the question of our continued depend-
ence on imported oil from overseas,
and the question of our vulnerability
relative to terrorist activities here at
home bring to this body the reality of
taking positive action to correct that
situation.

The circumstances surrounding our
vulnerability need some examination.
That examination should focus, first,
on the lessons of history.

Many people in this body, and many
young people in this country, do not
remember 1973. They do not remember
the Arab oil embargo. They do not re-
member the gas lines that were
stretching around the block. They do
not remember the inconvenience that
was associated with that reality.

What were the circumstances, then?

We were 37 percent dependent on im-
ported oil. The public was indignant at
that time. They blamed the govern-
ment. They blamed everybody. How
could this country allow itself to be-
come that dependent on external
sources of 0il?

Today, we are 57 percent dependent
on imported oil. The Department of
Energy has indicated by the year 2010
we will be somewhere in the area of 66
percent dependent on imported oil.

What do we do about that?

There are two logical steps we can
take. One is to use less oil by being
more creative with technology, in-
creasing efficiency; and the other is to
produce more domestically.

Where does America’s oil come from?
Fifty-seven percent comes from over-
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seas. The rest of it comes from Texas,
Louisiana, Pennsylvania, Colorado, and
my State of Alaska. However, it is im-
portant to note that Alaska has pro-
duced about 20 percent of the total
crude oil produced in this Nation for
the last 27 years.

We had a great debate in this body in
the early 1970s. That debate was wheth-
er or not Congress should authorize the
building of an 800-mile pipeline from
Prudhoe Bay to Valdez to move the oil.
There was a tie vote in the Senate. The
Vice President, Spiro Agnew, broke the
tie, and the pipeline was authorized. As
a consequence, we have been producing
for many, many years up to 2 million
barrels of oil a day. Now that pipeline
is producing a little over 1 million bar-
rels a day.

The important point to recognize, as
we reflect on what we can do now—and
what we can do now is to open up that
small sliver of the Arctic known as the
ANWR Coastal Plain—is what that will
mean to this Nation’s dependence on
increased imports from overseas. It
will reduce that dramatically.

We do not really know what is in
ANWR because Congress has never au-
thorized the opening of this area. But
the geologists estimate somewhere be-
tween 5.7 and 16 billion barrels. That
may not mean much in the overall
scope of things, but it is estimated that
the current proven oil reserves of
Texas are about 5.3 billion barrels. So
this could be very, very significant.

Let’s compare it back to Prudhoe
Bay because Prudhoe Bay is an actual
experience. We have been there for 27
years. The experts indicated that field
would produce about 10 billion barrels.
Today, it is on its 13th billion barrel. It
is still producing a million barrels a
day.

So when you talk about what might
be in ANWR, whether it is 5.7 or 16 bil-
lion, even if it is 10 billion, it is as big
as Prudhoe Bay. It has a very signifi-
cant potential in reducing, if you will,
our dependence on imports.

What is involved here? I have stood
in this chamber numerous times and
have indicated that you have to get a
feel for the magnitude of the area. The
ANWR area is a million and a half
acres in the sense of the classification
of 1002. I do not want to confuse Mem-
bers, but what I am saying is that only
the 1002 area—or a million and a half
acres—can be authorized by Congress
out of the 19 million acres that are in
ANWR. Nineteen million acres is the
size of the State of South Carolina, a
pretty big piece of real estate. Out of
that 19 million acres in ANWR, we set
aside 8% million acres in a wilderness
in perpetuity. We set aside another 9
million acres in a conventional refuge,
leaving this million and a half acres
only for Congress to consider making
available for exploration.

The House passed an energy bill, H.R.
4. In that bill they authorized that only
2,000 acres of the 1002 area could bear a
footprint of development. That reminds
me of the Hollywood movie star, Rob-
ert Redford, who is very much opposed
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