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function together as a dynamic system,
but we cannot stop there. Only re-
cently, NOAA measured an important
increase in temperature in all the
world’s oceans over a 40 year period.
We need to understand the causes and
how that will affect us. All this re-
search ensures that federal and state
decision-makers get better information
and tools to cope with such climate re-
lated problems as food supply, energy
allocation, and water resources.

While we have learned an astonishing
amount about climate and other earth/
ocean interactions in only a decade, we
have other critical questions that re-
quire further research to answer. Many
of these questions are relevant not
only to improving our scientific under-
standing, but also to contributing to
our future social and economic well-
being. For example, climate anomalies
during the past two years, most di-
rectly related to the 1997-1998 E1 Nino
event, have accounted for over $30 bil-
lion in impacts worldwide. When im-
pacts from the recent floods in China
are included, these direct losses could
rise to $60 billion. This most recent El
Nino claimed 21,000 lives, displaced 4.5
million people, and affected 82 million
acres of land through severe flood,
drought, and fire. When we better un-
derstand the global climate system,
and its relationship to regional climate
events like El Nino, we may be able to
find ways, such as improved fore-
casting and early warning—to avoid
some of the severe impacts.

Understanding these and other im-
pacts of climate change at the regional
level is a critical step in preparing for
these changes. We must maintain our
commitment to research and further
refine our existing modeling capabili-
ties. The second critical need is plan-
ning for sea level rise and other inevi-
table results of climate change. It is
costly in human lives and real dollars
to manage our response in a crisis
mode. Just as we needed to modernize
our National Weather Service, we need
to strengthen and modernize our Na-
tional Climate Service, which can help
the U.S. predict and plan for climate
events. This includes establishing a na-
tional ocean and coastal observing sys-
tem using the expertise and resources
of a variety of federal agencies. In ad-
dition, this bill will help our coastal
communities at risk from future cli-
mate-related hazards create plans that
will help us adapt to such changes
without catastrophic disruptions expe-
rienced in Alaska by my friend Senator
STEVENS.

Not only do we need continued sup-
port for technological research and de-
velopment, we must also consider the
method in which this information is
delivered to Congress. Before it was
abolished in 1995, the Office of Tech-
nology Assessment, OTA, was respon-
sible for providing Congress with bal-
anced, independent scientific and tech-
nological advice. Since 1995, the func-
tion of the National Academy complex,
particularly the National Research
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Council, NRC, has been forced to ex-
pand its role in providing research and
information to Congress. However, the
NRC studies have their limitations.
The reports, often slow and expensive,
provide limited opportunity for formal
input and review by affected parties.
Furthermore, unlike OTA, they often
make specific recommendations rather
than laying out a range of alternative
policy options.

The problems addressed by Congress
are becoming increasingly complex.
Science and technology play a crucial
role in addressing problems in energy,
defense, aviation and the environment.
Without a permanent, non-partisan
source of independent scientific and
technical policy analysis, Congress be-
come lost in the wealth of information
provided by scientists, think tanks,
and interest groups. The Global Cli-
mate Change Act of 2001 addresses this
problem by creating a service that
would provide ongoing science and
technology advice to Congress, but
avoid the criticisms leveled at OTA. It
would economize on resources and per-
sonnel by utilizing the administrative
services of the Library of Congress and
the expertise of the National Research
Ccouncil. Congressional requests for
advice are overburdening NRC and
threatening to compromise its inde-
pendent stature as it is increasingly
asked to fill the role of OTA. This pro-
vision would defer to NRC as the
source of outside, unbiased advice and
experts, but also provide an ongoing
separate service to Congress. This serv-
ice would also be asked to review the
report of the Climate Change Action
Task Force.

The Global Climate Change Act of
2001 demonstrates that the Committee
on Commerce, Science and Transpor-
tation is serious about climate change,
and I commend this Act to you.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 181—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY, DOCU-
MENT PRODUCTION AND LEGAL
REPRESENTATION IN STATE OF
IDAHO V. JOSEPH DANIEL HOO-
PER

Mr. DASCHLE (for himself and Mr.
LoTT) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 181

Whereas, in the case of State of Idaho v.
Joseph Daniel Hooper, C. No. CRM-01-11531,
pending in the District Court of the First Ju-
dicial District of the State of Idaho, in and
for the County of Kootenai, testimony has
been requested from Elizabeth Kay Tucker, a
former employee in the Coeur d’Alene office
of Senator Larry E. Craig;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
employees of the Senate with respect to any
subpoena, order, or request for testimony re-
lating to their official responsibilities;
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Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistently
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it Resolved That Elizabeth Kay
Tucker, or any other current or former em-
ployee of Senator Craig, is authorized to tes-
tify and produce documents in the case of
State of Idaho v. Joseph Daniel Hooper, ex-
cept concerning matters for which a privi-
lege should be asserted.

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Elizabeth Kay Tucker and
any other current or former employee of
Senator Craig’s in connection with the testi-
mony and document production authorized
in section one of this resolution.

———————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 84—PROVIDING FOR A
JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS TO
BE HELD IN NEW YORK CITY,
NEW YORK

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mrs.
CLINTON) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. CON. RES. 84

Whereas on September 11, 2001, the United
States was victim to the worst terrorist at-
tack on American soil in history, as hijacked
aircraft were deliberately crashed into the
World Trade Center towers in New York City
and the Pentagon outside of Washington,
D.C;

Whereas the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center towers located in New York
City have resulted in the deaths of over 5,000
individuals and the destruction of both tow-
ers as well as adjacent buildings;

Whereas these attacks were by far the
deadliest terrorist attacks ever launched
against the United States, and by targeting
symbols of American strength and success,
the attacks were an attempt to violate the
freedoms and liberties that have been be-
stowed upon all Americans;

Whereas in 1789 the first meeting of the
United States House of Representatives and
Senate was held in New York City; and

Whereas in this time of crisis it would be
appropriate that a special one-day joint ses-
sion of Congress be convened in New York
City as a symbol of the Nation’s solidarity
with New Yorkers who epitomize the human
spirit of courage, resilience, and strength:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the two Houses
of Congress assemble in New York City, New
York, during the One Hundred Seventh Con-
gress at such date, time, and location as the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the President Pro Tempore of the Senate
may jointly select, for the purpose of con-
ducting such business as the Speaker and
President Pro Tempore may consider appro-
priate.

——

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2149. Mr. REID (for Mr. ROCKEFELLER
(for himself and Mr. SPECTER)) proposed an
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