November 27, 2001
EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. I now move to consider
the nomination of William Baxter of
Tennessee to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Tennessee Valley
Authority, and I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second? There is a sufficient
second.

The question is on agreeing to the
motion. The clerk will call the roll.

Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CONRAD),
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
EDWARDS), and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. SPEC-
TER) and the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SMITH) are necessarily ab-
sent.

I further announce that if present
and voting the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mr. SMITH) would vote
uyea.n

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 95,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 342 Leg.]

YEAS—95

Akaka Dorgan Lugar
Allard Durbin McCain
Allen Ensign McConnell
Baucus Enzi Mikulski
Bayh Feingold Miller
Bennett Fitzgerald Murkowski
B@den Frist Murray
Bingaman Graham Nelson (FL)
Bond Gramm Nelson (NE)
Boxer Grassley Nickles
Breaux Gregg Reed
Brownback Hagel Reid
Bunning Harkin Roberts
Burns Hatch ober

Rockefeller
Byrd Helms Santorum
Campbell Hollings
Cantwell Hutchinson Sarbanes
Carnahan Hutchison Schumer
Carper Inhofe Sessions
Chafee Inouye Shelby
Cleland Jeffords Smith (OR)
Clinton Johnson Snowe
Cochran Kennedy Stabenow
Collins Kerry Stevens
Corzine Kohl Thomas
Craig Kyl Thompson
Crapo Landrieu Thurmond
Daschle Leahy Torricelli
Dayton Levin Voinovich
DeWine Lieberman Warner
Dodd Lincoln Wellstone
Domenici Lott Wyden

NOT VOTING—5

Conrad Feinstein Specter
Edwards Smith (NH)

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote.

Mr. DORGAN. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NOMINATIONS OF WILLIAM BAX-
TER TO BE A MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the nomination of
William Baxter for both TV A positions
be confirmed en bloc, the motions to
reconsider be laid on the table en bloc,
the President of the United States be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action, and the Senate return to legis-
lative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations were considered and
confirmed en bloc as follows:

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

William Baxter, of Tennessee, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority for the term expir-
ing May 18, 2011.

William Baxter, of Tennessee, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority for the remainder of
the term expiring May 18, 2002.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in support of the confirmation of
Bill Baxter to be a member of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority’s Board of Di-
rectors.

The Tennessee Valley Authority has
played and will continue to play a crit-
ical role in the future of Tennessee and
the entire TVA region. TVA is the Na-
tion’s largest public power producer
serving over 8.3 million customers
through its 158 distributors with reve-
nues of $7 billion annually. In addition,
TVA manages the fifth largest river
system in the country.

Over the last 7 years as a Senator
from Tennessee, I have come to realize
that TVA is more than a power public
company, more than steward of a river
system, it is an integral part of the
valley’s economy and community.

An organization of this size with such
an important role must have the very
best leadership and management team
in place. The board must be able to
lead the organization into a future
which presents many challenges in-
cluding inevitable restructuring of the
electric industry, addressing air qual-
ity issues, and managing TVA’s debt.

I am pleased that President Bush has
nominated an individual who has the
experience and the skills to help lead
TVA into this dynamic future. In addi-
tion, I have known Bill for most of the
last decade and can personally attest
to his intelligence, integrity, and abil-
ity. Simply stated, Bill Baxter is the
right man for the job.

A TVA Director must fill three needs
for the agency that Bill Baxter fits ex-
ceptionally well: business acumen, a
commitment to public service, and
leadership skills that will benefit the
entire Valley. I will elaborate briefly
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on each of these. Bill is a business man,
and a good one, who for over 20 years
has shown he knows how to manage a
company and meet a bottom line. He is
chairman of Holston Gases, Inc., a dis-
tributor of propane, industrial, med-
ical, and laboratory gases. Holston
Gases, Inc., has eight distribution fa-
cilities throughout middle and east
Tennessee.

Bill is a public servant who knows
the importance of economic develop-
ment. He served as Commissioner of
the Tennessee Department of Economic
and Community Development for sev-
eral years, returning to his family
business early this year. During his
tenure in State government, Tennessee
achieved 3 consecutive years of record
private capital investment and job cre-
ation, shattering all previous records
and winning national acclaim.

Bill is also a community leader who
knows that a successful community
must have citizens who are willing to
give of themselves. That is why Bill
has served as United Way chairman,
board chairman for the Knoxville Zoo,
and in a variety of other civic and phil-
anthropic roles. He is also extremely
loyal to his college alma mater, Duke
University, where you will find him in
the stands during basketball season.

Bill’s energy knows no bounds; his
ability to assess a situation and make
good business decisions is second to
none; and as a life-long Tennessean, he
deeply cares about the Tennessee Val-
ley. For Bill Baxter, the opportunity to
serve on the TVA Board is a life-time
dream come true.

Bill’s background in business, gov-
ernment and as a community leader
will be a great addition to the TVA
Board, and I know he is looking for-
ward to joining Chairman Glenn
McCullough and Director Skila Harris
as quickly as possible. Mr. Baxter
comes before the Senate with my full
confidence and highest recommenda-
tion.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that I be al-
lowed to speak in morning business for
not more than 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I thank the Chair.

————

ENERGY SECURITY

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
wish to address some comments made
by the majority leader this morning.
Comments made by the majority lead-
er this morning indicated he was post-
poning consideration of energy legisla-
tion until next year. I do not believe
this is being responsive to the security
needs of this Nation. As we know, the
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