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Many hoped that, due to his evangelical

background, Rı́os Montt would reduce the
cruelty; instead, he took the war to new lev-
els of violence by attacking the thousands of
indigenous Maya who allegedly comprised
the bulk of the revolutionaries. Rı́os Montt
believed that other Maya were providing the
guerrillas with food and shelter, thus mak-
ing them collaborators and subversives. Ac-
cording to CIA records released in February
of 1998, under the Rı́os Montt dictatorship,
there was a marked increase in military vio-
lence and destruction of Mayan villages.

Under the ensuing reign of terror, Rı́os
Montt utilized notorious Civil Defense pa-
trols and ‘‘model’’ villages (officially known
as social re-adaptation centers) which were
akin to concentration camps, housing the
survivors from various Mayan communities
decimated by the armed forces. Males thir-
teen years and older were required to serve
in Civil Defense patrols, which operated as
paramilitary units and were supervised by
the army. Their mission was to act as in-
formants and they were expected to kill sus-
pected guerrillas as need be, as well as fellow
villagers. According to Andrea Leland, au-
thor of A Long Road Home, these civil pa-
trols put the indigenous boys and men in the
forefront of danger, compelling them at
times to kill members of their community,
consequently destroying the fabric of their
Mayan heritage.

The most devastating of Rı́os Montt’s ac-
tions was the implementation of the
‘‘scorched earth’’ policy, which called for
hundreds of villages to be burned to the
ground and thousands of innocent people to
be tortured and murdered. One documented
incident of this policy in action took place
in the village of El Quetzal on July 17, 1982.
Soldiers divided the families, placing the
men in the local schoolhouse and the women
and children in the church. After several
hours, the soldiers took a group of men from
the schoolhouse and executed them with
stones and machetes; those remaining were
killed when the military threw grenades into
the building. The younger women were
raped, tortured, and killed, while the older
women were murdered with their children,
when the military threw grenades into the
church. In all, over 360 people died in this
tragic event.

In another massacre, which took place at
the Mayan community of San Francisco,
more than ten thousand villagers were dis-
placed, aside from those brutally murdered.
The random cruelty of the military is re-
vealed by the fact that children were found
with their stomachs cut open, while others
had been grabbed by their legs and smashed
against trees and upright beams within their
houses. At the time, the Rı́os Montt adminis-
tration blamed the attacks on radical right-
wing vigilante groups; however, then-U.S.
ambassador to Guatemala, Fredric Chapin,
noted in CIA records that ‘‘I am firmly con-
vinced that the violence is government of
Guatemala ordered and not ‘‘right-wing vio-
lence’’ and that these were not rightist mili-
tant squad executions, but again executions
ordered by armed service officers close to
President Rı́os Montt.’’ On August 1983, Rı́os
Montt was himself dethroned by a military
junta lead by General Mejia Victores. During
Rı́os Montt’s short rein as dictator, thou-
sands of victims were added to the death toll
fact sheet.

BRINGING DOWN A TYRANT

To this day, Rı́os Montt continues to re-
tain plenary power within Guatemala’s gov-
ernment, as president of Congress and de
facto president of the country, by control-
ling the corrupt nominal president, Alfonso
Portillo. The latter was elected on the
Frente Republicano Guatemalteco (FRG)

ticket, which is led by its founder, Rı́os
Montt. The FRG controls congress and has
quickly become one of Guatemala’s most
corrupt regimes in recent history, according
to CALDH’s director, Frank La Rue. The
case against Rı́os Montt is consistent with
the conclusions of the Commission for His-
torical Clarification (the UN-sponsored
Truth Commission), which stated ‘‘Guate-
malan authorities must prosecute those with
the main responsibility for the serious
human rights violations.’’ Newly appointed
prosecutor Mario Leal, assisted by CALDH
and the association of Mayan victims, con-
tinues to push the genocide case against Rı́os
Montt forward. Since 1973, under Guate-
malan criminal law, there is no immunity
from prosecution for those who have com-
mitted crimes of genocide, war crimes and
crimes against humanity, meaning that Rı́os
Montt cannot hide behind his current incum-
bency.

Since the initiation of the case against
Rı́os Montt, terror and incessant threats
have followed those pursuing justice. This
past July, Anselmo Roldán, representative of
the communities that filed that legal case
against Rı́os Montt, was attacked and seri-
ously wounded by Santiago Emilio Pérez,
who escaped by hiding in the house of a FRG
supporter. But with this increased level of
danger, the case is moving forward, accord-
ing to CALDH, which believes Mr. Leal’s
team will begin taking testimonies of the
eyewitnesses to the massacres this month.
They believe it is possible to have the inves-
tigation completed by July 2002.

Observers feel that this case could form
the basis of hope for national reconciliation
regarding atrocities committed against the
Mayan community during the 36-year con-
flict. To only bring it to trial would be a
most notable victory for those involved, as
well as for the country’s otherwise discred-
ited judicial system, setting a precedent that
hopefully will serve as a formidable deter-
rent for those contemplating the future use
of terror against the public.
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HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 28, 2001

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Firefighter Angel Juarbe of
FDNY Ladder 12, a national hero who gave
his life to save many others during the Sep-
tember 11th attack on the World Trade Cen-
ter.

Angel Juarbe, a valiant firefighter, was a
Bronx native and resident for his short 35
years of life. Members of his community and
family have felt a gaping hole in their lives
since Angel’s passing. They are not alone,
and like the thousands of other family mem-
bers and friends of those lost in the national
tragedies, they have become survivors of Sep-
tember 11th. One of Angel’s brothers, Ed, said
of him, ‘‘He always wanted to help the less
fortunate.’’ Another of Angel’s brothers,
Charles, is a New York City Police officer who
searched desperately for his brother after the
second World Trade Center tower came down.
Angel Juarbe was a beloved son, brother, and
uncle.

Mr. Speaker, Angel had entered a hotel
connected to the second tower, moments after
the first had gone down. He and fellow fire-

fighters rescued a number of people trapped
in the building and as they moved up floors,
made the judgement call to disencumber
themselves for easier maneuvering by leaving
behind some of their emergency equipment,
namely their large supply of rope. After an
undiscernible amount of time, the firefighters
were called to evacuate the structure. Before
they could all escape the collapsing building,
staircases crumbled and Angel and his com-
rades realized that they needed the rope to
rappel down to safety. Angel and a fellow fire-
fighter retrieved the rope and made their way
back up to the stranded men. On the way,
they came across another firefighter in peril
and while they assisted this individual, the
second World Trade Center tower collapsed
bringing down the joined hotel.

Shortly before his tragic death on that infa-
mous day, Angel had become a momentary
television star thanks to his stint on Fox’s re-
ality show ‘‘Murder in Small Town X.’’ Angel
emerged the victor of this program which
placed regular individuals in the roles of inves-
tigators in a fictitious town beleaguered by a
serial murderer. Angel earned quite a few fans
throughout the airing of the show and today a
number of webpages are dedicated to his
memory by these devoted fans who felt like
they knew the charming New Yorker. Angel,
who solved the mystery and caught the ‘‘kill-
er,’’ was awarded $250,000 and a brand new
Jeep Cherokee. He told a reporter after win-
ning the show that he was giving part of his
winnings to his father so that he could retire.
He said that another part was going to help
his nieces and nephews with their educations.

Mr. Speaker, the number of heroes emerg-
ing from the events on September 11th con-
tinues to grow. Our firefighters, police officers,
and rescue workers who risked their lives daily
before September 11th and have everyday
since, are national treasures. I ask my col-
leagues to join me today in commemorating
one of these treasured heroes; Angel Juarbe.
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Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in

strong support of H.R. 2722, the Clean Dia-
mond Trade Act, and I thank Congressmen
HOUGHTON, RANGEL and HALL for their dedica-
tion to finding a consensus on this issue.
Thanks to their work, the diamond industry,
human rights organizations and American con-
sumers can rest assured that their government
is dedicated to eliminating the funding of civil
war, and of terrorist organizations from dia-
mond profits.

H.R. 2722, prohibits the importation of rough
diamonds, or polished diamonds, into the
United States unless the exporting country has
a system of controls, consistent with United
Nations General Assembly Resolution 55/56
adopted on December 1, 2000, or that is con-
sistent with an equivalent international agree-
ment. This bill also prohibits the Overseas Pri-
vate Investment Corporation and the Export-
Import Bank of the United States from engag-
ing in projects involving the mining, polishing
or sale of diamonds in a country that fails to
meet these same requirements.
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