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YOUTH COURT: CIVIC ENGAGE-
MENT AND CHARACTER EDU-
CATION THROUGH JUVENILE AC-
COUNTABILITY

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to praise
the efforts of the Constitutional Rights Founda-
tion and the Constitutional Rights Foundation
Chicago. Their work encourages schools,
youth programs, attorneys, judges, and police
departments to work together to form and ex-
pand diversionary programs.

These programs, known as Youth Courts,
are where juveniles, under the supervision of
representatives from the education and legal
communities, determine sentencing for first
time Juvenile offenders who are charged with
misdemeanors or minor infractions of school
rules.

The program displays that as a sentencing
option, community service can serve both the
offender and the community.

TRIBUTE TO FERRIS BELMAN
HON. JO ANN DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to pay tribute to a distinguished con-
stituent and public servant whose more than
30 years of service will come to a close at the
end of this month.

Ferris Belman of Stafford County, one of the
jurisdictions within the 1st District of Virginia,
is a retired businessman who has devoted
much of his adult life to serving the people of
both the city of Fredericksburg and Stafford
County.

For 13 years he was a member of the Fred-
ericksburg City Council and has served as a
member of the Stafford Board of Supervisors
for 18 years, twice as a board chairman. He
was also just recently the President of the Vir-
ginia Association of Counties.

Mr. Belman has served on numerous com-
mittees and commissions over the years and
played a leading role in promoting economic
growth and development in both in the city
and county.

Ferris is a man of great honesty and char-
acter who has worked diligently on behalf of
the people of Virginia. As Stafford County Ad-
ministrator C.M. Williams notes, Ferris Belman
helped insure that Ferry Farm in Stafford, the
boyhood home of George Washington, would
be preserved intact. He was also largely re-
sponsible for the county’s acquisition of Gov-
ernment lIsland, the site of quarries that pro-
vided the stone for construction of the United
States Capitol building and the White House.

Ferris Belman will leave office with the
grateful appreciation of the thousands of peo-
ple whose lives he has touched through his
service. He will be remembered as a public of-
ficial who always found time to listen to the
concerns of his constituents, and went the
extra mile to do all he could for those he rep-
resented. Ferris, who once owned several gro-
cery stores, always said he thought of himself
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not as a politician but “an apple peddler work-
ing for the people.”

| would like to thank Ferris Belman for a job
well done. His selflessness and devotion to his
constituents and Virginia are to be com-
mended, and his service will be missed.

——————

STATEMENT BY THE HONORABLE
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ ON H.R. 3525

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, the Rio Grande
Valley thanks the House for this economic
stimulus package for the border * * * our
economic opportunities were severely curtailed
this fall when the extension of a deadline to
obtain new border crossing cards was held up
for three months.

The efforts of the House Border Caucus
have borne fruit with the inclusion of the ex-
tension of the deadline to replace old Border
Crossing Cards (BCCs) with new “laser
visas.”

This is the perfect Christmas present to the
Southwest Border from the United States Con-
gress.

In the aftermath of the September 11 ter-
rorist attack, the increased vigilance at the
border has also translated into a rougher tone
in the Congress with regard to what should
have been a pro forma extension of the dead-
line.

The Southwest border has seen extensive
economic damage as a result of the deadline
not being extended, as expected, in Sep-
tember.

| encourage the Senate to expedite consid-
eration of the bill since the House has over-
come the objections now.

As the Co-Chairman of the House Border
Caucus, | thank the House for including this
provision so important to the Rio Grande Val-
ley.

| am also pleased that the bill authorized
funding for additional staff and training to in-
crease our border security.

| am particularly pleased that the bill in-
cludes a more complete monitoring program of
foreign students, as since September 11 it is
glaringly apparent that data and reporting
gaps must be filled.

——————

A HOLIDAY MESSAGE ABOUT
UNITY

HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, in this holiday
season we are grateful for the familiar tradi-
tions of each of our faiths that comfort us and
connect us with others. We are also thankful
for the unprecedented unity of the Congress,
the country, and the larger global community
in its shared determination to aid the victims of
September 11, and to defeat the forces of ter-
rorism.
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To maintain and strengthen that unity for the
work that lies ahead, we need to find new
ways to solve conflict and to overcome the
suspicions that arise from differences in cul-
ture, race, religion, economic condition and
political ideology. Establishment of shared tra-
ditions that promote intercultural contact will
help.

On December 15, 2000, the 106th Congress
unanimously approved a measure that calls
for annual worldwide commemoration of the
successful “One Day in Peace January 1,
2000” with shared meals, inter-cultural ex-
change, pledges of non-violence, and gifts to
the hungry.

One Day in Peace provides an unparalleled
example of global cooperation that is both in-
structive and inspiring. On that first day of the
new millennium several billion people and
nearly every government in the world acted re-
sponsibly, cooperatively and with astonishing
success to avert the combined threats of un-
ruly crowds, terrorism and fears of Armaged-
don—as well as feared panic and hoarding re-
lated to expected computer failures. The
“OneDay” movement, begun by children and
eventually pledged by one hundred countries,
1000 organizations in 135 countries, 25 U.S.
governors and hundreds of mayors worldwide
surely helped. The result could be called the
world’s first deliberate day of peace.

We believe this collective achievement by
much of humankind is worth remembering and
repeating each year. The United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly agrees. It recently adopted a
resolution (56/2) inviting all Member States,
and all people in the world to celebrate “One
Day in Peace 1 January 2002, and every year
thereafter.”

At this season, as we enjoy the time-hon-
ored holiday traditions of our separate faiths,
let us also celebrate a new tradition with a
simple, world-wide all-faith holiday observance
(comparable to our American Thanksgiving)
that demonstrates our mutual resolve to create
a future world of peace and sharing.

The schoolchildren who brought the concept
of the “OneDay” holiday to Capitol Hill (some
of the youngest and most energetic lobbyists
we've seen) urge all Americans to celebrate
OneDay by pledging non-violence to one an-
other on January first. They also ask us to
seek out someone of another culture and
share a meal together, then match or multiply
the cost of that meal with a gift to the hungry
at home or abroad, in tangible demonstration
of our desire for increased friendship and
sharing.

We think these young peacemakers have a
good idea. Happy holidays, both old and new!

———

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOND
PROMOTION ACT OF 2002

HON. AMO HOUGHTON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to be joined by my colleagues, Mr.
NEAL and Mr. ENGLISH, in introducing the “In-
dustrial Development Bond Promotion Act of
2002.” While retaining the dollar limit on the
tax-exempt issue itself, the bill broadens the
pool of manufacturers who may be eligible to
take advantage of the benefits of qualified
small issue bonds.
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Qualified small issue bonds play an impor-
tant role in creating and sustaining a vibrant
manufacturing sector in rural communities.
Today, however, the so-called “$10 million
limit” impedes many growing manufacturers
from taking advantage of the benefits of quali-
fied small issue bonds. This rule states that
the aggregate face amount of the issue, to-
gether with the aggregate amount of certain
related capital expenditures during a six-year
period beginning three years before the date
of issue and ending three years after that
date, must not exceed $10 million. This $10
million limit was imposed in 1978. It does not
consider changes in the economy, inflation, or
the increased costs associated with the con-
struction of manufacturing facilities. Even in
small rural communities like those in the dis-
trict, industrial development authorities have
projects that routinely exceed this $10 million
limit and are therefore ineligible for this type of
financing.

The Industrial Development Bond Promotion
Act of 2002 would permit capital expenditures
of $30 million to be disregarded in determining
the aggregate face amount of certain qualified
small issue bonds.

Given today’s global economy and proof
that U.S. manufacturers are not adverse to
building and manufacturing offshore, it is most
important that the calculation of the limit be
changed. Across the country, manufacturing
jobs are declining. The manufacturing sector’s
share of all U.S. jobs slipped from 17 percent
ten years ago to 13 percent today. Small issue
bonds are a valuable tool to local economic
development authorities and go a long way to-
ward creating and maintaining investment in
manufacturing  facilities in  communities
throughout our country.

We encourage our colleagues to join us in
cosponsoring this legislation.

———

HAROLD BENGSCH AWARDED 2001
HUMANITARIAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
dedicated civil servant who is working daily to
improve the health of residents in the Seventh
Congressional District of Missouri.

Earlier this month, Harold Bengsch, the Di-
rector of the Springfield-Greene County, Mis-
souri Health Department, was awarded the
2001 Humanitarian of the Year Award, estab-
lished by the Community Foundation of the
Ozarks. The recognition comes with a $5,000
cash award that is to be divided between the
recipient and the charities of their choice. Mr.
Bengsch, true to the reasons why he was so
honored, gave the entire amount to charity.

Harold received the award for three dec-
ades of outstanding work improving the area’s
public health. His dedication and vision were
instrumental in cutting the number of children
testing positive for elevated blood lead levels
in Greene County from 28 percent to 15 per-
cent. Under his leadership, immunization rates
for children at two years of age has increased
from less than 50 percent to more than 90
percent. As director of the local health depart-
ment, Harold has conducted research, had his
studies published in professional journals and
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is responsible for the ongoing management of
the ever growing city-county public health pro-
grams. These programs include disease con-
trol, preventive and environmental health and
medical services.

Harold is a proven problem solver. He is a
master at bringing people together—those
who need the service and those who provide
it. His soft-spoken manner, intelligence and
broad experience in public health issues
makes Harold Bengsch an invaluable resource
to his community and well respected through-
out the state of Missouri.

The unreasonable actions of government
bureaucrats are regularly criticized on the
Floor of the House. In this case | want my col-
leagues to know there is at least one bureau-
crat who is doing an outstanding job of serving
the public. | can assert without hesitation that
the public health of Springfield Greene County
and Southwest Missouri is better today be-
cause of the work, effort and vision of Harold
Bengsch.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | was absent from
the House floor during yesterday’'s rollcall
votes on H. Res. 320, H.R. 3529, and the mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 3529. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on H. Res.
320 and H.R. 3529, and “nay” on the motion
to recommit H.R. 3529.

————————

H.R. 3295, HELP AMERICA VOTE
ACT

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
today, the House is considering H.R. 3295,
the “Help America Vote Act of 2001,” an elec-
tion reform proposal that seeks to address
many of the problems with our national elec-
toral system. It has been over a year since the
2000 Presidential Election, which brought
many of these problems to light. Although it is
not perfect, this legislation is long over-due,
and | urge my colleagues to support its pas-
sage.

| won't rehash the events of the 2000 Cam-
paign, as we are all too familiar with hanging
chads, the flawed butterfly ballot, and the
countless ballots in Florida—and elsewhere—
that were discarded and not tallied. That was
a national tragedy. We've had a year to do
something here in the House, and | am glad
we are finally acting. | hope we can use this
important legislation to address many of the
shortcomings of our national voting system.
H.R. 3295 is just a first step in our ongoing ef-
fort to restore our constituents’ trust in the sys-
tem of how we conduct our elected officials.
Our constituents deserve to have that trust re-
stored.

This bill authorizes $400 million for one-time
payments to states or counties to replace
punch card voting systems in time for the No-
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vember 2002 general election. These are the
infamous ballots used in Florida and else-
where.

H.R. 3295 also creates a bipartisan Election
Assistance Commission, which is intended to
be a national clearinghouse for information
and to review the procedures used for Federal
elections.

It authorizes $2.25 billion to help states im-
prove their voting systems. Specifically, this
bill will help states establish and maintain ac-
curate voter lists; encourage voters to get out
and vote; improve voting equipment; improve
the processes for verification and identification
of voters; recruit and train poll workers; im-
prove access for voters with disabilities; and fi-
nally, educate voters about their rights and re-
sponsibilities.

Most importantly, H.R. 3295 will establish
minimum federal standards for state election
systems regarding voter registration systems,
provisional voting, the maintenance of accu-
racy of voter registration records; overseas ab-
sentee voting procedures, permitting voters
with disabilities to cast a secret ballot, and
allow voters an opportunity to correct errors.

Now, as | said earlier, this bill is not perfect.
In fact many well-respected organizations in
the civil rights community oppose this legisla-
tion. | understand and share some of their
frustrations. However, | believe that by pass-
ing this bill today, we can move the process
forward in hopes that the bill that comes back
from the Senate will have many improve-
ments.

| commend my colleagues Mr. NEY of Ohio
and Mr. HoYER of Maryland for their hard work
in crafting this legislation. | encourage them,
however, to work with Mr. CONYERS of Michi-
gan and Senator DoDD to ensure that if there
is a conference on this bill, we can vote for an
even better bill.

Vote yes on H.R. 3295.

——————

PUBLIC HEALTH SECURITY AND
BIOTERRORISM RESPONSE ACT

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, as a sponsor
of H.R. 3448, which was introduced in the
House on December 11, 2001, | would like to
include for the record the following description
of the bill:

Section 302 would provide the Secretary au-
thority to administratively detain any article of
food where FDA has credible evidence or in-
formation indicating that such article “presents
a threat of serious adverse health con-
sequences or death to humans or animals.”
The “serious adverse health consequences”
standard, which is used consistently in Title 11l
of this Act, relates to the situation in which
there is a reasonable probability that the use
of, or exposure to, a violative product will
cause serious adverse health consequences
or death. This corresponds to FDA guidance
pursuant to Title 21, Section 7.3 of the Code
of Federal Regulations.

The authority provided under Section 302
may not be delegated by the Secretary to any
official less senior than the FDA district direc-
tor in which the article is located. Under this
authority, the article may be detained for a
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