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all the rights and attributes that be-
longed to independent nations and a
declaration that they ‘‘fiercely and
confidently’’ committed their decision
to ‘‘the Supreme Arbiter of the destiny
of nations.’’

Over the next 2 weeks, a constitution
was drafted and an interim government
was formed, despite daily reports from
the front detailing the collapse of the
Alamo and the subsequent advance of
the Mexican army through Texas.

On March 17, 1836, the government
was forced to flee Washington-on-the-
Brazos on the news of the approach of
Santa Anna. Just over a month later,
independence was secured in the form
of a victory over that same army by
General Sam Houston, a delegate at
that very convention, and his coura-
geous fighters at the battle of San
Jacinto.

Mr. Speaker, let me remind folks
from my neighboring State of Ten-
nessee that Sam Houston, along with
another Texas hero, Davy Crockett,
served in this Congress representing
the State of Tennessee. In fact, I have
told my colleagues from Tennessee
that sometimes the best of Tennessee
immigrated to Texas in the 1830s.

From that point on, Texas was firmly
established in the community of na-
tions, and for 10 years she stood as an
independent nation, until President
James K. Polk signed the treaty admit-
ting Texas to the United States in 1845.

Mr. Speaker, last Saturday, March
2nd, was celebrated throughout Texas.
But, again, as we are a Nation at war
now, I hope that this Congress and the
whole country realize that we did not
start this country just yesterday. We
have a tradition in our Nation of free-
dom, and that freedom not only started
with our own independence in the 1700s
but it started with the Texas independ-
ence in 1836, and that is why we cele-
brate Texas Independence Day.
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WORKING TOGETHER TO FIX
SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to make some com-
ments on Social Security, a very im-
portant program.

A couple speakers ago, the minority
leader suggested that the President
and Republicans come up with their
Social Security proposal, I suspect so
that it could be criticized.

I would hope that the minority lead-
er and the Democrats would come up
with their solution for Social Security.
To pretend that there is no problem
and nothing needs to be changed is not
facing up to the fact that the Social
Security system is going to run out of
money.

Social Security started in 1934. It was
predicated on the fact that there would
be an increasing number of workers
paying their taxes into Social Security

that is used to pay benefits for existing
retirees. I think that point needs to be
stressed, that it is now and always has
been a system where existing workers
pay their taxes and that tax money
goes out to existing retirees.

Back in 1940, there were 38 workers
paying in their Social Security tax for
every one retiree. Today, there are
three workers paying in their Social
Security tax for every retiree. The sug-
gestion by the actuaries is that by 2025
there will only be two workers paying
in their Social Security tax for every
retiree. It will be very expensive for
those workers.

So what Congress and the President
have done in the past, every time that
we are short of money we have in-
creased the taxes on workers and re-
duced benefits. Let us not put our-
selves in that predicament again.

One way to do it is not to suggest
that this is just up to the President of
the United States. This is the Con-
gress. This is the House of Representa-
tives. We should be working together
on both sides of the aisle to look at the
problem with a program that has been
so successful and so important since it
was instigated in 1934.

The way we accomplish something to
solve this problem is facing up to the
fact that it is insolvent; the fact that
there is an unfunded liability, accord-
ing to the actuaries, of $9 trillion right
now; that the money in the trust fund
right now, money that the government
has borrowed from the surplus coming
in from Social Security and spent on
other programs or other responsibil-
ities of the General fund, is now $1.2
trillion, again compared to the $9 tril-
lion unfunded liability. We would have
to come up with $9 trillion today and
invest it to accommodate what we are
going to be short over the next 75 years
in terms of meeting current-day prom-
ises on Social Security payments.

The average retiree today is receiv-
ing a return of 1.7 percent interest on
the money they and their employer put
into Social Security. We can do better
than that.

Nobody is talking about privatizing
Social Security. None of the proposals
suggest that government is not going
to be ultimately responsible for paying
those Social Security benefits. But the
way to accomplish this, the way to
move ahead, is not by demagoguery. I
know it is tempting in an election year
to try to put down and scold and scare
seniors that one party is better than
the other.

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, let me
say that I would hope both the Demo-
crats, the minority leader and the ma-
jority party in this House and the same
with the Senate work together to come
up with proposals to solve the problem,
rather than demagoguing it.
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PAKISTAN’S INTER-SERVICES
INTELLIGENCE—ISI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the House floor this evening to ex-
press my serious concerns regarding
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence,
or ISI. It is important to highlight the
history, work and intentions of the ISI
in light of the unfortunate murder of
Daniel Pearl and in light of the current
fight against global terrorism.

The ISI not only has ties to Omar
Sheik, the prime suspect in the murder
of Daniel Pearl, but the ISI has also
fostered deep connections with Islamic
militant groups, particularly Jaish-e-
Muhammad, operating throughout
Kashmir.

In the 1980s, Pakistan assisted Af-
ghanistan in fighting off Soviet inva-
sion. During these years, the ISI grew
into the role of Pakistan’s strongest
political agency on foreign policy. It
was also during this time that the ISI
developed and nurtured strong rela-
tionships with Islamic militants in Af-
ghanistan and Kashmir.

Ties between the ISI and Afghan
militants grew stronger, and this gave
rise to the Taliban. The ties between
the Taliban and the ISI remained
strong for years, and to this day there
are deep connections between the Paki-
stani ISI and what is left of the
Taliban.

Ties between the ISI and Islamic
militants in Kashmir grew stronger as
well, and, in fact, the ISI, until very re-
cently, had a Kashmir desk, headed by
Brigadier Abdullah, which was respon-
sible for militant insurgency into In-
dia’s state of Jammu and Kashmir.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to expand
on the deep, nefarious connections be-
tween the ISI in light of Daniel Pearl’s
murder and recent terrorist events
throughout the world. There have been
reports that Brigadier Abdullah, for-
merly of the ISI, has aided Omar Sheik
in his travels between Afghanistan and
Pakistan and has perhaps provided fur-
ther support to both Omar Sheik and
another individual, Maulana Azhar.

Omar Sheik and Maulana Azhar
worked to form Jaish-e-Muhammad, an
Islamic militant group that continues
to operate throughout Kashmir and is
the primary group blamed for the Octo-
ber attack on the Jammu and Kashmir
State assembly. Jaish has received sup-
port from the ISI and particularly
Brigadier Abdullah.

Both Sheikh and Azhar served in
prison together in India in 1999, when
they were freed after the hijacking of
an Indian Airlines flight that landed in
Kandahar, Afghanistan. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to note that this flight was
hijacked by the method of knives and
box cutters and that weapons were not
available to the hijackers until the
plane landed in Kandahar. Further-
more, it was after their release that
both Sheikh and Azhar formed Jaish
and operated terrorist activities in
Kashmir while in Pakistan and Afghan-
istan and with the help of the Paki-
stani ISI.
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Azhar was arrested in December,

2001. However, Sheikh continued his
mission of kidnapping and terrorism in
hopes of Jihad; and, until the murder
of Daniel Pearl, Sheikh was living free-
ly in Pakistan. If it was not for the
support of current or former officials of
the Pakistani ISI, Sheikh may not
have been able to succeed in his mis-
sion until this point in time and may
not have succeeded in the kidnapping
and tragic murder of Daniel Pearl.

It is clear that the ties between the
ISI and both the Taliban and militant
groups in Kashmir are deep. General
Musharraf has taken it upon himself to
arrest Azhar, arrest Sheikh, remove
Brigadier Abdullah from the ISI and
crack down on terrorists. However,
more work needs to be done if Pakistan
wants to take serious steps in breaking
ties with the Taliban and Islamic mili-
tant groups operating in Kashmir and
defusing tensions with India due to the
terrorist attack on the Indian Par-
liament.

Although the ties between Pakistani
intelligence officials and terrorists are
clear, there is still much left to be in-
vestigated and publicized. Mr. Speaker,
we need to approach the ISI with criti-
cism and we need to approach Pakistan
with great caution. U.S.-Pakistan ties
have become closer as a result of our
war in Afghanistan. However, I cannot
urge us enough to proceed with cau-
tion.

The terrorist networks operating in
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Kashmir

are not isolated and, in fact, have sig-
nificant ties to al Qaeda.

f

HONORING PROJECT HOME SAFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON of In-
diana) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise tonight to give special honor
to Project Home Safe and their latest
firearm safety initiative, although I do
it under the shadow of yet another
child’s death caused by the reckless use
of a firearm.

Yesterday, in Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico, a 4-year-old boy shot and killed an
18-month-old girl with his father’s
handgun while the two of them were
watching a movie. Another young inno-
cent life ended. Congress has refused to
enact common-sense legislation to pre-
vent these kinds of senseless acts.

As part of the National Shooting
Sports Foundation, Project Home Safe
represents one of the largest and most
diverse trade associations in America.
Since September last year, Project
Home Safe has toured 16 States and
visited over 300 communities, distrib-
uting hundreds of thousands of firearm
safety devices in an effort to improve
and preserve the lives of our children.

b 1900

This month, they reached the great
State of Indiana. In conjunction with
our Lieutenant Governor, the Honor-
able Joe Kernan, Project HomeSafe

launched a 35-day tour of Indiana, dur-
ing which they will distribute 40,000
gun safety devices across the State. I
want to commend the Department of
Justice for providing the $5 million
grant to enable this kind of activity.

From March 1 to April 4, Project
HomeSafe will be working with the In-
diana State Police to help distribute
the trigger locks at Wal-Mart lots and
K-Mart lots across the State. Indiana
residents can receive a free firearm
safety kit that includes a cable-style
gun lock and a safety brochure detail-
ing the safe storage of firearms.

To reinforce Project HomeSafe’s
safety messages, the firearms safety
tour will travel through Indiana vis-
iting 29 communities, using a 16-foot
mobile classroom truck designed to
provide safety education at the com-
munity level. Indiana residents will be
able to pick up their firearms safety
kit, watch a safety video, and view a
display of the safe storage equipment.
A safety tour coordinator will also be
available to answer any questions.

Indiana’s children will be able to
visit the mobile classroom and will be
encouraged to take the Project
HomeSafe Pledge, which is a pledge
presented to parents by children to
show their commitment to safe fire-
arms. Having already visited Indianap-
olis and Bloomington, the Project
HomeSafe tour will visit many other
cities, and I would like to insert those
in the RECORD for the edification of
people.

PROJECT HOMESAFE INDIANA TOUR SCHEDULE, MARCH 1–APRIL 4

Day and date City Time Venue

Wednesday, 3/6/2002 .............................................................................................. Columbus ................................................................................................................ 10:00–12:00 Wal-Mart, 1149 North National Rd.
Wednesday, 3/6/2002 .............................................................................................. Jeffersonville ........................................................................................................... 3:00–5:00 Kmart, 2960 Hwy. 62.
Thursday, 3/7/2002 .................................................................................................. New Albany ............................................................................................................. 10:00–4:00 Kmart, 3525 Grantline Road.
Friday, 3/8/2002 ...................................................................................................... Evansville ................................................................................................................ 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 4551 University Drive.
Saturday, 3/9/2002 .................................................................................................. Evansville ................................................................................................................ 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 401, N. Burkhardt Road.
Sunday, 3/10/2002 .................................................................................................. Vincennes ................................................................................................................ 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 650 Kimmel Road.
Monday, 3/11/2002 .................................................................................................. Terre Haute ............................................................................................................. 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 5555 U.S. Hwy. #41.
Tuesday, 3/12/2002 ................................................................................................. Carmel ..................................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 2001 East 151 Street.
Wednesday, 3/13/2002 ............................................................................................ Lafayette ................................................................................................................. 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 4205 Commerce Drive.
Thursday, 3/14/2002 ................................................................................................ West Lafayette ........................................................................................................ 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 2801 Northwestern Dr.
Friday, 3/15/2002 .................................................................................................... Hammond ................................................................................................................ 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 1828 165th Street.
Saturday, 3/16/2002 ................................................................................................ Hammond ................................................................................................................ 10:00–5:00 Big Kmart, 7925 Indianapolis Blvd.
Sunday, 3/17/2002 .................................................................................................. East Chicago ........................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 TBD.
Monday, 3/18/2002 .................................................................................................. Gary ......................................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 TBD
Tuesday, 3/19/2002 ................................................................................................. Merrillville ............................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 2936 East 79th Avenue.
Wednesday, 3/20/2002 ............................................................................................ Valparaiso ............................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 2400 Morthland Drive.
Thursday, 3/21/2002 ................................................................................................ Portage .................................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 6087 U.S. Hwy. 6.
Friday, 3/22/2002 .................................................................................................... Michigan City .......................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 4301 South Franklin St.
Saturday, 3/23/2002 ................................................................................................ South Bend ............................................................................................................. 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 3701 Portage Road.
Sunday, 3/24/2002 .................................................................................................. South Bend ............................................................................................................. 10:00–5:00 Big Kmart, 4850 Western Ave. W.
Monday, 3/25/2002 .................................................................................................. Mishawaka .............................................................................................................. 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 316 Indian Ridge Road.
Tuesday, 3/26/2002 ................................................................................................. Elkhart ..................................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 175 Country Road #6 W.
Wednesday, 3/27/2002 ............................................................................................ Goshen .................................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 2304 Lincolnway East.
Thursday, 3/28/2002 ................................................................................................ Fort Wayne .............................................................................................................. 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 5311 Coldwater Road.
Friday, 3/29/2002 .................................................................................................... Fort Wayne .............................................................................................................. 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 1710 Apple Glen Blvd.
Saturday, 3/30/2002 ................................................................................................ Marion ..................................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 3240 Southwestern.
Sunday, 3/31/2002 .................................................................................................. Kokomo .................................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 1920 E. Markland Ave.
Monday, 4/1/2002 .................................................................................................... Anderson ................................................................................................................. 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 4420 Scatterfield Road.
Tuesday, 4/2/2002 ................................................................................................... Muncie ..................................................................................................................... 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 4801 W. Clara Lane.
Wednesday, 4/3/2002 .............................................................................................. New Castle .............................................................................................................. 10:00–5:00 Wal-Mart, 709 S. Memorial Drive
Thursday, 4/4/2002 .................................................................................................. Indianapolis ............................................................................................................ 11:00 State Capitol, Wrap-up Press Conference.

I am extremely proud of my own
home State of Indiana in that it is one
of only 18 States participating in this
program, but the education of both
children and parents about firearm
safety is still lacking across the Na-
tion.

A couple of weeks ago, a young man
walked into a school in Indianapolis,
Indiana, attempting to kill some 13
students. He lamented that the gun
that he planned to use had a safety de-

vice on it that had already been in-
serted by his father and he was unable
to follow through on his threat. Sadly,
guns continue to be exempt from Fed-
eral oversight, and consumer protec-
tion laws continue to be tougher on toy
guns than real guns.

Mr. Speaker, I would encourage Con-
gress to pay attention to the senseless
and early deaths of our children and
take some immediate measures to
counteract the early demise of our

children. Safety devices can prevent
unintentional firearm death and in-
jury. Every unintentional shooting in-
volving children could have been pre-
vented by a child-proof gun safety de-
vice.

f

COMPROMISE RESULTS IN SELL-
OUT OF IRON ORE INDUSTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Under a previous order of the
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