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a four-year institution of higher learning in Cor-
pus Christi, that was not what was most im-
portant to him.

The thing that he loved the most was the
school that bore his name, the Luther Jones
Elementary School, because he knew the sil-
ver bullet, the single most important thing in
the life of a young person was education, pure
and simple. He knew you had to get kids early
to make an impression on them.

The children there loved him, and he loved
them. He never missed a graduation; he came
to every event and spoke to everyone there.
He wanted these young people to know there
was an adult who believed in them. And they
believe in him.

In the weeks just before the mayor passed,
the children at Luther Jones Elementary were
building a monument to him. The pentagon-
shaped monument had words on each side of
it most often associated with the mayor: Integ-
rity, Honesty, Perseverance, Success, and
Victory. These were the traits of the only man
ever afforded the title of Mayor Emeritus in the
history of Corpus Christi.

If the measure of a man is in the number of
lives touched, of positive changes made, Cor-
pus Christi Mayor Emeritus Luther Jones will
be the yardstick by which the rest of us are
measured. | ask my colleagues to join me in
remembering this great American patriot
today.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE GIRL SCOUTS
OF AMERICA

HON. SHERWOOD L. BOEHLERT

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 14, 2002

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
recognition of the legacy of Juliette Gordon
Low. Ninety years ago this week, she founded
an institution—the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America—which has since inspired
over 50 million American women.

In our nation, over two and a half million
young women participate in this institution that
has a simple goal—to endow our girls with
self-confidence, responsibility, integrity and
leadership skills; and to help them develop
physically, mentally and spiritually into suc-
cessful adults.

Further, as Chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Science, | would like to commend
the efforts of the Girl Scouts to close the gap
in math and science education that exists be-
tween our boys and our girls. While only
around one-fifth of our scientists and engi-
neers are women, the Girl Scouts are working
to expose girls to a wide variety of experi-
ences and career choices and open new op-
portunities for girls in science.

Also today, | would like to recognize the for-
tieth anniversary of the Foothills Girl Scout
Council in my Congressional district. This
year, along with other outstanding young
women across the country, Jennifer Fleischer,
Krystina Novak and Jessica Walker from the
Foothills Girl Scout Council have earned the
Girl Scout Gold Award. They have done so
through considerable efforts and contributions
to their communities, and | congratulate them
on their wonderful achievements.

Girl Scouts of the United States of America,
| salute you at your ninetieth anniversary, and
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thank you for strengthening the minds, bodies
and spirits of America’s girls and young
women.

GIRL SCOUTS OF AMERICA
HON. ERNEST J. ISTOOK, JR.

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 14, 2002

Mr. ISTOOK. Mr. Speaker, this week is the
90th anniversary of Girl Scouting in America.
After its founding in 1912, and its Congres-
sional Charter in 1950, it has grown to a mem-
bership of over 2.7 million girls. Today, in
Oklahoma, there are 25,000 Girl Scouts, with
8,500 volunteers helping girls develop to their
full potential. Evidence has demonstrated that
the more time a girl spends in Girl Scouts, the
more likely she is to be drug free, avoid sex-
ual activity that can lead to unwanted preg-
nancy, and attend college. | commend all of
the leaders across America who are working
to make our children’s lives better, and to pre-
pare the next generation for a healthy and
productive future.

——————

ACKNOWLEDGING AHEPA’S
SALUTE TO AMERICA

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 14, 2002

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge the American Hellenic Educational
Progressive Association (AHEPA), the largest
and oldest association of Americans of Greek
heritage and Philhellenes. This entity plans to
honor and memorialize members of the com-
munity who perished in the tragic events of
September 11, 2001. It will also salute those
who have carried out courageous acts or per-
formed tremendous philanthropic and humani-
tarian deeds during one of the most trying mo-
ments of our country’s history.

The attack on America was an assault upon
the values of democracy which have enabled
our nation to persevere with strength and re-
solve for well over two hundred years. These
values, given to Western Civilization by the
ancient Greeks, comprise our freedoms, our
liberty, and our commitment to uphold justice.
Together these ideals, combined with the
American tradition of tolerance for people of
different faiths and ethnic backgrounds, will
help us to overcome our current challenges
and be victorious in our common fight against
terrorism.

On March 25, 2002, in the spirit of that tra-
dition, the descendants of ancient Greece,
who as immigrants came to America because
of the very democratic ideals fostered by their
ancestors, will come together to “Honor Amer-
ica.” This event will be hosted by the Amer-
ican Hellenic Educational Progressive Asso-
ciation, an organization founded by visionary
Greek immigrants eighty years ago. They will
pay their respects to family, friends, neighbors,
and fellow citizens, who lost their lives to ter-
ror and will express their humble gratitude to
those who placed their lives in harm’s way to
save the lives of others.

President George W. Bush, in an address
on November 8, 2001, said our nation was
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born in a spirit of courage and optimism “as
immigrants yearning for freedom courageously
risked their lives in search of greater oppor-
tunity.” The decedents of Greek immigrants
offer thanks and pay homage to America,
warmly embracing this spirit of optimism and
courage that President Bush said “must guide
those of us fortunate enough to live here.”

| ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the efforts of the American Hellenic
Educational Progressive Association to honor,
memorialize, and salute members of the com-
munity affected by the sad events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, during the organization's
35th Biennial Congressional Banquet, held
March 25, 2002, in Washington, DC.

———

HAPPY 90TH ANNIVERSARY, GIRL
SCOUTS OF AMERICA

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 14, 2002

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this time to congratulate and
thank the Girl Scouts of the USA for their 90
years of service and dedication to the young
women of our nation.

| am extremely blessed to have two extraor-
dinary Girl Scout Councils in my district that
truly deserve to be honored during this 90th
Anniversary Celebration. Serving over 4,000
girls, the Green Meadows and Centrillio Girl
Scout Councils have clearly demonstrated
their strong commitment to the development of
strong and confident young women. We must
not forget that these women are those who
will become the future leaders of our commu-
nities, our nation, and our world. In addition,
the Girl Scouts have throughout their history
allowed many adult volunteers the opportunity
to reach out to young women in the commu-
nity and act as positive role models and men-
tors.

| ask all of my colleagues in the House to
join me in taking the time this week and
throughout the year of their 90th Anniversary
Celebration to honor the Girl Scouts of the
USA for their hard work and dedication in pro-
viding an atmosphere “Where Girls Grow
Strong”.

——————

THE SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2001
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 14, 2002

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, today | intro-
duced the “September 11th, 2001 Commemo-
rative Coin Act” which calls for the introduction
of a circulating commemorative coin that
would honor the victims of the events of Sep-
tember 11th.

A generation ago, the events of December
7th, 1941 became not only a day of infamy,
but also a reference point that no one has for-
gotten. My father knows precisely where he
was on that Sunday in December, just as |
suspect nearly all Americans know what they
were doing when the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon were attacked.
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Events of cataclysmic proportion, as well as
epic struggles, have long been commemo-
rated on the coinage of various countries.
Canada’s tombac nickel, for example, issued
in 1943, contains a new reverse design from
the famous Churchill “V” for victory over the
Nazi Axis war machine.

America’s circulating coinage is not so dif-
ferent. The heraldic eagles utilized on the re-
verse of our coinage has had the beak of the
eagle pointed, variously, to olive branches of
peace, or towards the talons holding arrows of
war.

Nonetheless, important historical person-
ages, as well as historic events, have long
been common on coinage. That's precisely the
reason why the destruction of the World Trade
Center in New York, a galvanizing event if
ever there was one, deserves permanent me-
morialization on our nation’s coinage.

Striking such a coin would permanently me-
morialize, for all time, the event that occurred,
and to offer some numismatic assurance that
it will not be forgotten. It affords a permanent
memorial to the more than 3,000 innocent vic-
tims—a tribute that they richly deserve.

An article suggesting this was published
shortly after the events of September 11 in
Numismatic News, a coin collector's peri-
odical. The author is my Mayor, my neighbor
and friend, David L. Ganz, of Fair Lawn, New
Jersey. David is a former member of the Citi-
zens Commemorative Coin Advisory Com-
mittee, and a past president of the American
Numismatic Association, and | would like to
have the article reprinted in its entirety in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Mr. Speaker, the events of September 11
call for a distinctive tribute to honor not only
those who perished, but also those who re-
main. | believe that coinage, as it has been for
thousands of years, is an appropriate re-
sponse and urge prompt consideration of the
bill introduced today.

[From the Numismatic News, Oct. 2, 2001]

PUT WORLD TRADE CENTER ON NEW HALF
DOLLAR
(By David L. Ganz)

America’s tragedy that is personified by
the destruction of the twin towers of the
World Trade Center in New York City,
through a vicious, criminal assault on its
sovereignty on Sept. 11 in a suicide bombing,
is deserving of a lasting tribute.

Coinage, since the time of Caesar, has
served the simultaneous purpose of doing the
business of commerce and remembering his-
toric events that are worthy of commemora-
tion. In ancient times, coins of that ear were
utilized to pay homage to the emperors, to
celebrate victories on the battlefield.

Two members of Congress, Rep Elliot
Engel, D-N.Y., and J.C. Watts, R-OKkla, are
evidently planning to introduce legislation
creating a ‘‘Spirit of America’ coin to com-
memorative the victims of the attacks.
Engle, from the Bronx, and Watts, from
Oklahoma City, have seen their neighbor-
hoods fall victim to terrorism.

The idea of using the medium of the
Caesars to mark our own catastrophe is a
good one. Events of cataclysmic proportion,
as well as epic struggles, have long been
commemorated on the coinage of various
countries. Canada’s tombac nickel, for exam-
ple, issued in 1943, contains a new reverse de-
sign from the famous Churchill “V”’ for vic-
tory over the Nazi Axis war machine.

America’s circulating coinage is not so dif-
ferent. The heraldic eagles utilized on the re-
verse of our coinage has had the beak of the
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eagle pointed, variously, to olive branches of
peace, or towards the talons holding arrows
of war.

The heraldic eagle on the reverse of the sil-
ver dollar (1798-1804) is one example of this
(pointed toward arrows of war), while the
Seated Liberty dollar of 1840-1873 had the ea-
gle’s head pointed toward olive branches, as
does the Morgan dollar (1878-1921).

In the 20th century, the first circulating
commemorative was struck for the centen-
nial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, in 1909.
The Annual Report of the Director of the
Mint simply noted that, ‘“With the approval
of the Secretary of the Treasury the new de-
sign for the bronze one-cent coin was adopt-
ed in April 1909. On the obverse the head of
Lincoln appears instead of the Indian head
which this piece had borne since 1864. The
engraver of the mint at Philadelphia was in-
structed to prepare dies and coinage of this
piece was commenced in May. . .”

In March 1931, Congress enacted legislation
overturning a portion of the Act of Sept. 26,
1890 (limiting design changes to no more fre-
quently than once in 25 years on circulating
coinage) and specifically authorized and di-
rected the Secretary of the Treasury ‘‘for the
purpose of commemorating the 200th anni-
versary of the birth of George Washington,
to change the design of the 25-cent piece so
that the portrait of George Washington shall
appear on the obverse, with appropriate de-
vices on the reverse. . .”

Following President Roosevelt’s death in
1945, the Mint produced a Roosevelt memo-
rial medal, and also introduced a new circu-
lating commemorative coin design for the
dime (dated 1946). Vermeule terms the coin
‘‘the logical memorial for Franklin Roo-
sevelt in the regular coinage.”

After the assassination of John F. Ken-
nedy, Congress enacted the law of Dec. 30,
1963, directing that the Franklin half be re-
placed with a design ‘‘which shall bear on
one side the likeness of the late president of
the United States John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy,” a motif which Vermeule terms a
‘“‘hasty; emotional advent’” even though the
design is ‘‘a tolerable, staidly handsome
coin.”

The One Bank Holding Company Act of
1970 required a coin to ‘‘bear the likeness of
the late President of the United States,
Dwight David Eisenhower, and on the other
side thereof a design which is emblematic of
the symbolic eagle of Apollo 11 landing on
the moon.”

In 1973, Congress passed Public Law 93-127
which directed the Treasury Secretary to
commemorate the Bicentennial of the Amer-
ican Revolution with a reverse design change
for the quarter dollar, half dollar and dollar
coin, all of which were intended for circula-
tion, but of which only the quarter dollar
really achieved circulation. The colonial
drummer boy on the quarter, dated 1776-1976
(and produced in 1975 and 1976 by the Mint)
still can be found occasionally in circulation
today, a reminder of our Bicentennial cele-
bration a generation ago.

The half dollar (bearing Independence Hall
on the reverse), and the dollar (Liberty Bell
imposed on the lunar surface) never really
achieved circulation. Occasionally, examples
of the half are found in circulation. The dol-
lar coin never really entered circulation in
the first instance. Collector versions of the
coins were struck in silver-clad material, as
required by law.

More recently, in 1979, a dollar coin com-
memorating Susan B. Anthony was produced
by the Mint. The reverse was directed to
have ‘‘a design which is emblematic of the
symbolic eagle of Apollo 11 landing on the
moon.” Its design was identical to that of
the Eisenhower dollar authorized in 1970. The
coin did achieve partial circulation in some
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areas of the country, and in that sense is a
circulating commemorative coin, but never
archieved general circulation success.

Nonetheless, important historical person-
ages, as well as historical events, have long
been common on coinage. That’s precisely
the reason why the destruction of the World
Trade Center in New York, a galvanizing
event if ever there was one, deserves perma-
nent memorialization on our coinage.

There is a danger, from the close proximity
of headlines, to suggest what will become
history. But in the same sense that Presi-
dent Roosevelt termed the attack on Pearl
Harbor a day of infamy, so, too, the attack
on the twin towers of the World Trade Cen-
ter marks the start of a 21st century war
that is unlikely to be over quickly, or events
that will be quickly forgotten.

The very metal that the coins are made of
is the reason that they should be struck—to
permanently memorialize, for all time, the
event that occurred, and to offer some nu-
mismatic assurance that it will not be for-
gotten. It affords a permanent memorial to
more than 5,000 innocent victims, a tribute
that they richly deserve.

Unlike other issues, this one should have
no surcharge at all. Even if numismatic
versions are authorized, they should be
available to the public on the basis of cost
plus a modest profit for the Mint.

What should be considered, however, is di-
recting the use of the seigniorage, which, if
a half dollar is chosen, would constitute
about 46 cents for every coin. If the Mint
were to produce 750 million of such coins in
a year’s time, the seigniorage would be a re-
markable down payment on the rebuilding of
the World Trade Center, which cost an esti-
mated $350 million per tower to construct
when completed in 1973.

To accomplish this, a bill would have to be
introduced in the Senate and House, passed
by both chambers, and approved by the
President. Modestly, here’s my proposal to
do just that:

————

2002 CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY
EXPOSITION

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 14, 2002

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, next
week the entire construction and construction
materials industries are holding a convention,
the CONEXPO-CON/AGG, in Las Vegas, NV.
More than 125,000 people are expected to at-
tend and over 2,300 exhibitors covering will
show their construction material and equip-
ment in 1.9 billion net square feet of indoor
and outdoor exhibit space. This convention is
one of the best as it draws contractors and
construction materials producers from around
the world.

Several organizations associated with these
events, are conducting their annual conven-
tions in Las Vegas: The Association of Equip-
ment Manufacturers; the National Stone, Sand
and Gravel Association, the National Ready
Mixed Concrete Association, the America
Road and Transportation Builders Association;
the Associated General Contractors of Amer-
ica; the Construction Materials Recycling As-
sociation; the Concrete Sawing and Drilling
Association; the International Road Federa-
tion; the National Fluid Power Association; the
National Utility Contractors Association and
the Society of Automotive Engineers. | con-
gratulate them for the work they do to keep
America moving.
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