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But I don’t want to belabor this be-
cause what we are attempting to do is
move this process along and bring up
the other amendments. We are cer-
tainly not looking to extend the debate
on the issue or filibuster this bill
through unlimited amendments.

Currently, as I have indicated, there
are roughly 150 known potential
amendments remaining—roughly 100
on the Democratic side and 50 on the
Republican side. Virtually all of them
could and would have been dealt with
within the committee process. But the
staff for both the majority and the mi-
nority are working to eliminate this
list.

I pledge my support to improve the
legislation before us and get a bill to
the President as soon as possible. I
urge my colleagues to recognize the
weight of this task before us as we push
through the agenda and do what is
right for the Nation.

I hope that as we start afresh after
our Easter recess we can come together
and recognize the reality that this
country is in peril over energy, that
the continued escalation of prices is
going to hit the consumer and hit our
recovery, the prospects associated with
the curtailment of imports from Ven-
ezuela and Iraq, which constitute 30
percent of our oil imports, and the re-
sults of nearly 2 million barrels coming
to a halt which we have depended on is
going to severely affect our economic
recovery.

It has been estimated for every mil-
lion barrels of oil taken off the world
market, crude oil prices rise roughly $3
per barrel. Today’s price is roughly $27.
Obviously, we are looking at some-
where between $30 and $33 if, indeed,
this curtailment continues.

It is time to recognize that indeed we
have some recourse. The recourse is to
reduce our dependence, and one way to
do that is obviously to look favorably
upon the ANWR amendment.

I thank the Chair and my colleagues
for the time. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

——————

CHERRY BLOSSOM QUEEN
ELIZABETH O’CONNOR

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, my col-
league from Connecticut is joining me
on the floor, and we are going to spend
a couple minutes talking about two
sources of State pride. I will very brief-
ly mention, before I talk about the
University of Connecticut women’s
basketball team, that last Friday night
the U.S. Cherry Blossom Queen was
crowned in Washington. We are very
proud in my office to say Elizabeth
O’Connor was chosen, by a random se-
lection process, as the Cherry Blossom
Queen of the United States.

She is a staff assistant in my office.
She is a wonderful young woman who
is very accomplished in many ways. A
summa cum laude graduate of Notre
Dame University from Farmington,
CT, she went to Farmington High
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School. She is the daughter of wonder-
ful parents, Fred and Katherine O’Con-
nor in Farmington, CT.

She will be going to Japan for a cou-
ple of weeks, meeting with the Prime
Minister, the Speaker of the House, as
the Cherry Blossom Queen of the
United States.

You can understand the source of
pride in our office and in Connecticut
that Elizabeth has been chosen as Con-
necticut’s society princess crowned the
Cherry Blossom Queen. We are very
proud of her. I know she will represent
the State and the country very admi-
rably. In the last few years we had an-
other queen, Shannon Kula of my of-
fice, also chosen the Cherry Blossom
Queen. People are beginning to wonder
if Connecticut has some fix, a hold on
the cherry blossom queen festival.
Nothing such as that has occurred.
This is good fortune and good luck for
the State of Connecticut.

——

NCAA WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONS

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise

today, along with my friend and col-
league, Senator LIEBERMAN, to offer a
Senate resolution commending the
Connecticut women’s basketball team.
We have had a phenomenal season from
start to finish, with the crowning vic-
tory at the Alamodome in Texas, de-
feating the University of Oklahoma
just a few weeks ago. Their 82-to-70 vic-
tory in the national championship
game on March 31 capped one of the
most dominant seasons enjoyed by any
sports team in recent memory.

The Huskie Women’s Basketball
Team finished the season undefeated,
39 and 0, becoming only the fourth
women’s NCAA basketball team in his-
tory to do so and one of a few teams
that have had multiple national cham-
pionships. There are only a handful
that have had undefeated seasons and
national championships.

The margin of victory of the UConn
team over the season was astounding.
A historical 35 points was the average
margin of victory in the 39 victories
they had during the regular season. In
all my years—I know the Presiding Of-
ficer is a fan as well of sports and bas-
ketball—I never have seen anything
quite like this. Each game was not a
question of whether or not they would
win but by how much. A phenomenal
group of young women, a phenomenal
coaching staff, they just did a terrific
job during the entire season.

The accomplishments of this team go
far beyond their dominance on the hard
court. The Huskies have helped con-
tribute to the greater cause of increas-
ing the visibility of women athletes.
Nearly 3.5 million people watched the
final game on ESPN, which represented
the largest audience for a college bas-
ketball game, men’s or women’s, in
network history. Imagine, a few years
ago, you would have been lucky to
have a handful of people that might
show up for a women’s basketball
game.
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Not only did they have 3.5 million
people watching on television, 30,000
people were packed into the
Alamodome to watch the final game.
Many people would have predicted that
could never have happened only a few
years ago. Why shouldn’t it be so? Any-
one who watched this remarkable team
from Connecticut as well as the other
top teams across the Nation—Ten-
nessee, Duke, Oklahoma; there are a
lot of great women’s teams, the num-
ber growing each and every year—
would certainly be impressed with the
quality of the play they have brought
to the game.

Theirs is a wonderful, pure style of
basketball combining accurate shoot-
ing and flashy passing, as we have all
seen, and sound all-around play. For
the women’s team, one of the strengths
was the senior leadership. NCAA Play-
er of the Year Sue Bird, along with her
senior teammates Asjha Jones, Tamika
Williams, and Swin Cash, have played
together for 4 years—four remarkable
women.

This last victory caps an incredible
collegiate career for these four women,
including an unbelievable 136-and-9
record and two national champion-
ships—rather phenomenal. Throughout
the season, their familiarity with each
other made it seem as though they
could read each other’s minds as they
played on the court.

All of us in Connecticut are deeply
proud. Last Saturday, there was a pa-
rade in Hartford, CT. Literally thou-
sands of people on a bitterly cold day
showed up to express their admiration
and pride in these wonderful players
and their coaches.

Coach Geno Auriemma is truly a spe-
cial individual and deserves some very
special recognition. He has led this
team to victory after victory and does
so with a great deal of style, emotion,
and feeling for these young women. He
arrived on the Storrs campus in 1985, at
which time the Huskie team had expe-
rienced only one winning season. He
quickly turned the program into one of
the leading powerhouses in the Nation,
and the pride of the people of Con-
necticut has been swelling ever since.

Coach Auriemma has compiled over
400 career wins at UConn including an
unbelievable 272-and-17 record over the
last 8 seasons. This represents a run of
dominance possibly unmatched in the
history of team sports competition.
Under Coach Auriemma’s leadership,
the Huskies have won 3 national titles,
12 Big East regular season titles, and 11
Big East tournament titles. This year,
Coach Auriemma was named National
Coach of the Year for the fourth time
in his career and the Big East Coach of
the Year for the fifth time in his ca-
reer.

Perhaps the most important example
of Coach Auriemma’s philosophy is the
way he has led these women to be win-
ners on the court and off as well. I
know the Presiding Officer will be im-
pressed by this statistic. Coach
Auriemma has overseen a program that
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