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lead agency would be responsible for
establishing the deadlines, facilitating
communication between the agencies,
and defining the role of participating
agencies during the environmental re-
view process.

The lead agency, along with the Gov-
ernor of the State where the applica-
tion for the facility has been made,
would work together to provide early
notification to the public in order to
identify and address any environ-
mental concerns associated with the
proposed system.

If there appears to be an environ-
mental concern related to the permit-
ting, the Council on Environmental
Quality, in conjunction with the heads
of the lead agency and participating
agencies, would work together to re-
solve the matter within 30 days.

The problem is, when differences of
opinion arise, it can take forever for
these differences to be resolved. What
we are suggesting in this legislation is
that they would be brought to the
Council on Environmental Quality, and
they would sit down with the lead
agency and participating agencies, and
they would work together to get a res-
olution within 30 days.

The amendment directs coordination
between the Federal, State, and local
governments on particular projects.
After a lead agency is appointed, it
would be required to coordinate the en-
vironmental review process with input
from Federal, State, and local govern-
ments. This includes the preparation of
environmental impact statements, re-
view analysis, opinions, determina-
tions, or authorizations required under
Federal law.

The amendment also allows for Fed-
eral delegation to the States. At the
request of a Governor, and with the
agreement of the applicant, a State
agency may assume the role of lead
agency. The Federal agency would del-
egate to the State agency the author-
ity to prepare the Federal environ-
mental impact statement or other en-
vironmental assessment following the
procedures for a Federal lead agency.

Where there is a delegation of au-
thority to the State, the lead agency
continues to provide guidance and par-
ticipation 1in preparing the final
version of the environmental impact
statement or environmental assess-
ment. The lead Federal agency must
also provide an independent evaluation
of the statement or assessment prior to
its approval.

Finally, the standard of review under
State and Federal laws relating to the
siting or construction or operation of a
pipeline or transmission line would not
be preempted, and the lead Federal
agency is authorized to provide funding
to the State when they assume the
Federal responsibility.
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It is vital that we act on the problem
of expediting the siting of pipelines and
transmission lines. This is a problem
that plagues the entire country, in-
cluding my home State of Ohio. How-
ever, in my view, the region which
probably needs this provision the most
is the Northeast.

According to a study by ISO New
England Corporation, the nonprofit op-
erator of New England’s power grid has
said that New England is increasing its
natural gas demand from 16 percent in
1999, to a projected 45-percent demand
in 2005. Unfortunately, they lack the
local pipelines to distribute that gas to
their markets.

The study says that there is no worry
about any blackouts, unless nothing
has changed one year from now. Three
of the changes they need are: New gas-
fired plants should be allowed to de-
velop the ability to burn oil as a
backup. The second is the regional
pipeline system has to be expanded.
And third, new compressors need to be
added to existing pipelines to increase
delivery capacity. So there is a genuine
need there to move forward with pro-
viding pipelines so they can get gas
into the Northeast, s ISO stated in its
report issued in January of last year.

The chairman of the ISO New Eng-
land, Mr. William Berry, said:

The long and complicated federal permit-
ting process for building new interstate pipe-
lines is a greater obstacle than the technical
construction work.

The amendment Senator LANDRIEU
and I introduced will help speed up, as
Mr. Berry calls it, ‘‘the long and com-
plicated federal permitting process,”
and it will do so without jeopardizing
any environmental protections and
without changing any of our current
environmental laws.

This amendment is supported by the
American Gas Association, the Amer-
ican Chemistry Council, the Edison
Electric Institute, the Interstate Nat-
ural Gas Association of America, the
Association of Oil Pipelines, and the
National Association of Manufacturers.

This is a commonsense approach to
requiring our Federal agencies to work
together to get the permitting deci-
sions considered at the same time. Ac-
cording to the Interstate Natural Gas
Association of America, the TUnited
States will need 49,500 miles of new
natural gas transmission lines between
now and 2015. That is just to keep up
with the large projected increase in de-
mand for natural gas. It is also pro-
jected that our demand for natural gas
will increase by 50 percent by the year
2020.

We need to act today to ensure that
our energy can be delivered to Amer-
ican homes tomorrow. I hope this
amendment will be accepted and we
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can move forward with providing both
industry and American consumers the
confidence that the Federal Govern-
ment will not be an obstacle to the de-
livery of energy and that this can be
done without changing or undermining
our environmental laws.
I yield the floor.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10:30 a.m. on Friday,
April 12, 2002.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:32 p.m.,
adjourned until Friday, April 12, 2002,
at 10:30 a.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate April 11, 2002:

POSTAL RATE COMMISSION

TONY HAMMOND, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A COMMISSIONER
OF THE POSTAL RATE COMMISSION FOR THE REMAIN-
DER OF THE TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 14, 2004, VICE ED-
WARD JAY GLEIMAN, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

STEVEN M. BISKUPIC, OF WISCONSIN, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF WIS-
CONSIN FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE THOMAS
PAUL SCHNEIDER, RESIGNED.

JAN PAUL MILLER, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED STATES
ATTORNEY FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE FRANCES
CUTHBERT HULIN, RESIGNED.

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be general
LT. GEN. LEON J. LAPORTE, 0000
IN THE MARINE CORPS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. GARY H. HUGHEY, 0000

THE FOLLOWING NAMED LIMITED DUTY OFFICERS FOR
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTION 624:

To be lieutenant colonel

MICHAEL J. BISSONNETTE, 0000
MARK A. CLESTER, 0000
DANIEL J. MCLEAN, 0000

———

CONFIRMATION

Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate April 11, 2002:

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION

ROBERT WATSON COBB, OF MARYLAND, TO BE INSPEC-
TOR GENERAL, NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE AD-
MINISTRATION.

THE ABOVE NOMINATION WAS APPROVED SUBJECT TO
THE NOMINEE'S COMMITMENT TO RESPOND TO RE-
QUESTS TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY
CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.
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