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College of Graduate Studies and Research,
Cleveland State University; and J.D. from
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.

She is a former Trustee of the OWBA
(1994–1997) and also a past co-chair of the
OWBA’s Law School Liaison Committee. The
OWBA was initially formed in 1991 and is the
only statewide bar association within Ohio
solely dedicated toward advancing the inter-
ests of women attorneys while encouraging
networking and the creation of a statewide
mentor program for women attorneys.

Louise has also been active in other bar as-
sociations. She served on the Cleveland Bar
Association’s Board of Trustees and also, in
1999, was named One of Ten Outstanding
Women in the Law by the Cleveland Bar. In
2001, she was awarded the Nonprofit Lawyers
Academic Award by the American Bar Asso-
ciation.

At the same time, Ms. Dempsey has been
active in the community in a variety of areas,
including: appointment to the Board of the
Cleveland Municipal School District; Board of
Trustees of Laurel School; Board of Trustees
of Park Works; Board of Trustees of Visiting
Nurse Association; member of Northern Ohio
Hate Crimes Working Group; and United Way
Services.

On May 1, 2002, Justice Resnick will be
presenting Ms. Dempsey with the Ohio Wom-
en’s Bar Association’s Justice Alice Robie
Resnick Award of Distinction at its Annual
Meeting in Columbus, Ohio.

It gives me great please to rise today,
Mr. Speaker, and Join the OWBA in con-

gratulating Louise Dempsey and wishing her
continued success.
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TRIBUTE TO THE FOUNDATION
FIGHTING BLINDNESS

HON. ROBERT WEXLER
OF FLORIDA
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Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to the Foundation Fighting Blind-
ness for their incessant efforts toward finding
a cure for macular degeneration and all retinal
degenerative diseases. The Foundation pro-
vides funding for over 155 research studies at
55 prominent institutions, and since its incep-
tion in 1971, the Foundation has raised over
$160 million.

Macular degeneration causes progressive
loss of central vision and is the leading cause
of blindness in people older than 55 years.
Approximately 6 million Americans, including
one million Floridians, of every age and race
suffer vision loss from retinal degenerative dis-
eases. An additional 15 million Americans
have pre-symptomatic signs of macular de-
generation. By recognizing the symptoms and
problems associated with macular degenera-
tion, individuals can be tested early and re-
ceive treatment for this disabling disease.

Macular degeneration, which is believed to
be caused by a combination of genetic or en-
vironmental factors, can be devastating for
those diagnosed late. The loss of vision can-
not be reversed, leaving its victims handi-
capped. These individuals usually suffer from
depression at the thought of losing their inde-
pendence. Because of the toll this takes on
the lives of so many seniors, I call on Con-

gress to provide additional research funding to
the National Eye Institute to help cure this dis-
abling disease. Many local communities and
some state governments have passed procla-
mations calling for May 1, 2002 to be des-
ignated ‘‘Cure Macular Degeneration Day.’’
Therefore, I find this day fitting to bring atten-
tion to this important issue and to urge prompt
action to find a cure.
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OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

congratulate the Huntingdon Area Middle
School Environmental Club for being among
30 students to receive the President’s Environ-
mental Youth Awards in 2001. On April 18th
these students were honored by President
Bush at the White House where they were
recognized for their outstanding service to
their communities and their achievements in
environmental protection.

Kaleigh Felisberto, Amy Slicker, and Margo
Wilson were recognized for their participation
in the ‘‘Standing Stone Creek Water Quality
Pre-Assessment’’ project. The stream assess-
ment was conducted at four sites and exam-
ined biological organisms living on the stream
bottom, chemical stream analysis, physical
stream characteristics and stream habitat pa-
rameters. The students also developed a
questionnaire in order to gain more input from
the Huntingdon Water Treatment Plant con-
cerning the environmental healthiness of the
stream water. The tests showed good water
quality and their research results were accept-
ed as part of the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection statewide stream as-
sessments.

These students have an impressive history
of improving the environment through their
community projects. Since 1995 they have
been members of Science Teams in Rural En-
vironments for Aquatic Management Studies,
or STREAMS. Through this organization they
have studied watershed ecology and applied
their knowledge to resolving local environ-
mental problems. They have volunteered their
time to educate and help their community be
a more environmentally friendly place through
their service.

I congratulate these students on receiving
this important award and on successful com-
pletion of their stream assessment project.
These students have demonstrated that they
possess a dedicated spirit of service and envi-
ronmental awareness. I would like to thank
them for their hard work and wish them the
best of luck on all their future endeavors.
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HONORING IDAHO’S SENIOR CITI-
ZENS FOR OLDER AMERICANS
MONTH
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Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to today

to honor a generation of Americans who have
made this country what it is today.

This group learned the value of a dollar
when food and jobs were rare during the great
Depression and built the largest free economy
the world has ever known.

This group of people saved the world from
tyranny and oppression during World War II, il-
lustrating powerful patriotism. Then sent their
children to continue the fight for freedom in
subsequent conflicts.

They survived the Bay of Pigs, the Beatles,
disco-mania and Big Macs.

They’ve adapted to a changing world . . .
starting school doing math problems with
slates and chalk, to punching calculators, to
utilizing computers, and then becoming one of
the highest percentage of people to surf the
Internet.

Most of all they’ve shown generations how
to live with dignity, change a world and en-
hance a Nation—they are the United States’
older Americans.

During the month of May, we’ll honor their
commitment and service to our country. In my
home state of Idaho, thousands of senior citi-
zens voluteer countless hours in classrooms,
churches, small businesses, public parks, and
service organizations. I recently attended a
recognition luncheon for senior volunteers
where just 755 volunteers gave more than
124,000 hours of service. They’re grand-
parents, neighbors, and friends. Despite all
they’ve given to us, they’re still not done.
Today, I honor that continuing sense of com-
munity that drives our seniors and respectfully
thank older Americans for all they’ve contrib-
uted, and continue to contribute, to our great
Nation.

f

TRIBUTE TO THE KENT COUNTY
REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S ORGANI-
ZATION OF DELAWARE

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE
OF DELAWARE
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Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an exemplary group
of women from my home state of Delaware,
the Kent County Republican Women’s Organi-
zation.

This year, the Kent County Republican
Women’s Organization will celebrate 50 years
of service to the community on the Federal,
State, and local level.

Revered and respected by their peers,
these women formed the first organization of
its kind in Kent County. From the beginning,
they focused on promoting the tradition of a
two party system, encouraging civic participa-
tion in the county and throughout the State
and educating voters about the Republican
message of low taxes and individual em-
powerment.

They have been instrumental in electing Re-
publican candidates in Delaware through
working on various campaigns and fund-
raisers, sponsoring events such as ‘‘Meet Our
Candidates Night,’’ congregating in Wash-
ington to advocate Republican issues and at-
tending various Republican conventions to
learn how they can better the party and im-
prove their efforts.

I would like to acknowledge the dedication
and resolve that the Kent County Republican
Women’s Organization has maintained over
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