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June 13, 2002

STATEMENTS ON SUBMITTED
RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 284—EX-
PRESSING THE SUPPORT FOR
“NATIONAL NIGHT OUT” AND
REQUESTING THAT THE PRESI-
DENT MAKE NEIGHBORHOOD
CRIME PREVENTION COMMUNITY
POLICING AND REDUCTION OF
SCHOOL CRIME IMPORTANT PRI-
ORITIES OF THE ADMINISTRA-
TION.

Mr. BIDEN (for himself and Mr.
SPECTER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

S. RESs. 284

Whereas neighborhood crime is a con-
tinuing concern of the American people;

Whereas the fight against neighborhood
crime and terrorism requires the cooperation
of community residents, neighborhood crime
watch organizations, schools, community po-
licing groups, and other law enforcement of-
ficials;

Whereas neighborhood crime watch organi-
zations are effective in promoting awareness
about, and the participation of volunteers in,
crime prevention activities at the local
level;

Whereas the vigilance of neighborhood
crime watch organizations creates safer
communities and discourages drug dealers
from operating in the communities mon-
itored by those organizations;

Whereas the American people are con-
cerned about violence and crime in schools,
especially about incidents that result in fa-
talities at school, and are seeking methods
to prevent such violence and crime;

Whereas community-based programs in-
volving law enforcement personnel, school
administrators, teachers, parents, and local
communities are effective in reducing vio-
lence and crime in schools;

Whereas the Federal Government has made
efforts to prevent neighborhood crime, in-
cluding supporting community policing pro-
grams;

Whereas the Attorney General has called
Federal efforts to support community polic-
ing a ‘“‘miraculous sort of success’’;

Whereas the Administration has supported
neighborhood watch programs through the
establishment of the Citizen Corps;

Whereas on August 6, 2002, people across
America will take part in National Night
Out, an event that highlights the importance
of community participation in crime preven-
tion efforts;

Whereas on National Night Out partici-
pants will light up their homes and neighbor-
hoods between 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on
that date, and spend that time outside with
their neighbors; and

Whereas schools that turn their lights on
from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on August 6, 2002,
send a positive message to the participants
of National Night Out and show their com-
mitment to reducing crime and violence in
schools: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of National Night
Out;

(2) recognizes that the fight against neigh-
borhood crime and terrorism requires indi-
viduals, neighborhood crime watch organiza-
tions, schools, and community policing
groups and other law enforcement officials
to work together;

(3) encourages neighborhood residents,
crime watch organizations, and schools to
participate in National Night Out activities
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on August 6, 2002, between 7:00 p.m. and 10:00
p.m.; and

(4) requests that the President—

(A) issue a proclamation calling on the
people of the United States to participate in
National Night Out with appropriate activi-
ties; and

(B) make neighborhood crime prevention,
community policing, and reduction of school
crime important priorities of the Adminis-
tration.

Mr. BIDEN. Madam President, today
I rise to submit a resolution, along
with Senator SPECTER, supporting ‘‘Na-
tional Night Out,” a program at the
forefront of the Nation’s effort to com-
bat crime and terrorism. On August 6
of this year, over 33 million people in
9,700 communities from all 50 States
will participate in the 19th Annual Na-
tional Night Out. These volunteers
greet their neighbors, meet with local
police, and participate in block parties
and parades, all to encourage citizens
to become active caretakers of their
communities. This resolution would sa-
lute and encourage those efforts.

This past year has seen our nation
both horrified by unthinkable tragedy,
and driven to ensure that nothing so
terrible ever happens again. Unfortu-
nately, we can’t have a police officer
protecting us on every block, during
every minute, of everyday. And while
many of us in the Congress have
worked for years to enhance the tools
and resources available to law enforce-
ment, few things are more valuable in
our ongoing war against terrorism and
crime than the eyes and ears of con-
scientious citizens. A 1995 study by the
National Institute of Justice shows
that crime rates are 40 percent lower,
on average, in communities with high
mutual trust among neighbors. By en-
couraging members of each community
to get to know one another, be familiar
with their block, and work with local
law enforcement officials to spot and
address suspicious situations, National
Night Out helps all of us sleep more
soundly.

Today, with terrorists seeking to
strike our homeland, our efforts to
keep America’s streets safe are more
crucial than ever. Working side by side
with local law enforcement, neighbor-
hood crime watch groups have been,
and will continue to be an invaluable
resource. In fact, a Justice Department
survey indicates that 90 percent of law
enforcement officers believe National
Night Out enhances their policing pro-
grams. Every year, National Night Out
provides Americans with a great oppor-
tunity to meet their neighbors, show
their patriotism, and keep their streets
safe. I hope my colleagues will join
Senator SPECTER and me in thanking
them for making a difference, one
doorstep at a time.

S5543

SENATE RESOLUTION 285—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE CONDEMNING THE FAIL-
URE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
WHALING COMMISSION TO REC-
OGNIZE THE NEEDS OF ALASKAN
ESKIMOS

Mr. MURKOWSKI (for himself and
Mr. STEVENS) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 285

Whereas the International Whaling Com-
mission was founded in 1946 under the Inter-
national Convention for the Regulation of
Whaling, with the purpose of providing for
the proper conservation of whale stocks in
order to make possible the orderly develop-
ment of the whaling industry;

Whereas the Commission has explicitly
recognized aboriginal subsistence whaling as
separate from commercial whaling and has
in the past provided quotas for aboriginal
subsistence whaling participants from Den-
mark, the Russian Federation, St. Vincent
and The Grenadines and the United States;

Whereas the Commission has failed to
renew the aboriginal subsistence whaling
which previously was designated for Alaska
Eskimo whalers;

Whereas the Commission’s failure to reau-
thorize quotas for aboriginal subsistence
whaling was orchestrated by nations dis-
gruntled by the United States position in op-
position to the resumption of commercial
whaling and determined to retaliate against
legitimate United States interests in ab-
original subsistence whaling;

Whereas aboriginal subsistence whaling
has been a mainstay of the culture and live-
lihood of the Inuit people of Alaska for thou-
sands of years;

Whereas whaling by the Inupiat people of
northern Alaska brings significant benefits
to every member of the successful villages,
where whale meat is shared among all resi-
dents;

Whereas the Inupiat people of Alaska have
consistently followed responsible manage-
ment practices in carrying out their whaling
activities;

Whereas the Inupiat people of Alaska have
embraced the goal of whale conservation and
participated heavily in whale research and
monitoring that demonstrates that their
subsistence whaling has no adverse effect on
the population of bowhead whales, their pre-
ferred species: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the failure of the Commission to renew
aboriginal whaling quotas is inconsistent
with the understandings on which the Com-
mission is based, and jeopardizes the contin-
ued existence of the Commission as a mean-
ingful international body; and

(2) regardless of any current or subsequent
action of the Commission, the United States
government should take all steps necessary
to ensure the continuance of scientifically
sound aboriginal subsistence whaling by the
Inupiat people of Alaska.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Madam President,
I rise to offer a sense of the Senate res-
olution condemning the International
Whaling Commission’s recent vote
against renewing quotas for aboriginal
subsistence whaling by Alaska’s Inuit
people.

I have always respected both the
goals and the processes of the Inter-
national Whaling Commission, but my
support has been badly eroded by re-
cent events.
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