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French President Charles de Gaulle presented
her the Legion of Honor, which was France’s
highest decoration. She was also awarded the
Medal of the Resistance with Rosette, and
named a Chevalier of the Legion of Honor by
the French government for hard work and
dedication. At her death, the French govern-
ment honored her with a 21-gun salute, mak-
ing Josephine Baker the first American woman
buried in France with military honors.

So I commend, Mr. Speaker, these
and all the dedicated valiant women of
the OSS, without whom Europe and the
world may not exist in its present
state. I also call my colleagues’ atten-
tion to the book ‘“The Secret War’’ by
Francis Russell, if they are interested
in learning more about the details of
this great agency as well as the women
who participated.

—————

SALUTE TO THE DETROIT RED
WINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). Pursuant to the order of the
House of January 23, 2002, the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. KIL-
PATRICK) is recognized during morning
hour debates for 5 minutes.

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
stand here today to congratulate the
Detroit Red Wings for winning the
Stanley Cup 2002 award for the year.
We congratulate the Red Wings, Mike
Illitch and the entire Illitch family;
Scotty Bowman, Steve Yzerman, and
the entire team for giving our fans
across Michigan and across this coun-
try a whirlwind tour as we won another
Stanley Cup playoff.

I want to say to the Illitch family,
“We thank you for your dedication to
the Red Wings, to the city, and to the
region from which we come. Continue
that Illitch spirit as we rebuild our re-
gion together and our city.”

To Scotty Bowman, the winningest
coach in American hockey, ‘“We con-
gratulate you and wish you well in
your retirement as you move on; and
to Mrs. Bowman, who has been a stal-
wart fan of yours and our Detroit Red
Wings.”

And to Steve Yzerman and the team
for all the hard work, the gut playing,
the tenacity, ‘‘You really made us all
feel proud.”

On behalf of Mayor Kwame Kil-
patrick, mayor of the City of Detroit,
and all the residents of the city, as well
as all the residents of the region and
Michigan, we say, ‘‘Go Detroit Red
Wings. We are so very proud of you.”

Let us use that same spirit to bring
our city, our region, and our State to-
gether. We have awesome responsibil-
ities ahead of us, and we believe with
that Red Wing spirit, with Mayor
Kilpatrick’s leadership, we can pull our
city together, build new economic de-
velopment, a wonderful regional trans-
portation system, offer hope for our
children and security for our seniors.

Go Red Wings. We are so very proud
of you, and may you continue to be the
spirit of our city.
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MEDICARE MODERNIZATION AND
PRESCRIPTION DRUG ACT OF 2002

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 23, 2002, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. KENNEDY) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise in support of the
Medicare Modernization and Prescrip-
tion Drug Act of 2002. As I go around
my district and talk with seniors, this
is one of the top issues that they have
for us in Congress, to get a prescription
drug coverage within Medicare. This
bill is long overdue, and it is very im-
portant for our seniors. We need a com-
prehensive prescription drug benefit
under Medicare, and this bill delivers
exactly that.

No senior should have to choose be-
tween groceries and medical care. This
plan gives our seniors immediate relief
from the rising costs of prescription
drug medications by providing a 30 per-
cent discount off the top of their over-
all prescription drug bill. We guarantee
coverage for all seniors who want it in
Medicare.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office predicts that 95 percent of
seniors will voluntarily sign up for this
benefit. So this is a program that will
work that we are putting forth for sen-
iors and that we expect to be beneficial
to them.

In addition to the immediate dis-
count and basic insurance coverage,
which combined should save the aver-
age senior about half of their costs for
prescription drugs, we are also pro-
viding a 100 percent prescription drug
coverage for low-income seniors to
make sure that those most in need can
have the medicines they need to stay
healthy.

We also have catastrophic protection,
at a $5,000 level or so, that will ensure
that individuals do not have to deplete
their lifetime savings and do not have
to choose between other basic neces-
sities in life and pharmaceuticals.
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We also offer more Medicare choices
and savings. Many Americans already
have coverage. Most seniors have pre-
scription drug coverage, but this bill is
put forth to be a base upon which other
plans can build upon to provide strong-
er coverage for seniors.

We are very hopeful that we can get
this passed in the House and enacted
into law. Continuing the tradition of
making important legislation tem-
porary, the majority in the other body
recently introduced a bill that expires
after 10 years. That is unfair to our
seniors, Mr. Speaker. Our approach
helps seniors now and permanently
into the future. Our plan is affordable
and is intended to cover all seniors.
The choice is clear. I strongly support
passage of this bill, and I urge Members
to do the same.
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SUPPORT MEDICARE
PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENEFIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). Pursuant to the order of the
House of January 23, 2002, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized during morning hour debates
for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to join with all of my colleagues
and all of the people across America
who support a real prescription drug
program for seniors. I understand the
concerns that some express for the
need to reform Medicare, and I agree.
But I believe that prescription drug
coverage for seniors should be an inte-
gral part of the Medicare program.

We are aware that since its creation
Medicare has remained stagnant, while
advances in medicine have grown rap-
idly. We are aware that even our funda-
mental vision of medicine has dramati-
cally changed from diagnosis and treat-
ment to preventive care. Today, due to
our realization of the need for modi-
fication and reform of Medicare, to our
seniors, which has been an over-
whelming process of paperwork with
worries about reimbursement and regu-
lations, it is not a form of security as
it was once thought to be. Medicare re-
form is necessary, but the time is now
to listen to our seniors and to give
them what they have been requesting,
that we give them financial relief and
provide them with a prescription drug
plan that will actually cut their
monthly prescription drug expenses. It
has been stated on the floor of this
House a number of times that we have
seniors choosing between food and
drugs, splitting their prescription in
half and denying themselves other
medical care due to the cost of their
monthly prescription drug costs.

In fact, seniors are declaring bank-
ruptcy at a record pace due in large
part to the rising cost of health care.
We need a prescription drug coverage
that covers all seniors. It is not just
our poorest seniors who are having
problems paying for their prescription
drugs. It is also middle-class seniors
who are struggling with the burden of
outrageous drug costs.

As Members of Congress, we need to
ensure that we provide a Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit that is vol-
untary, universal and accessible. No
senior should be denied a benefit based
on where he or she lives or what his or
her income is. We see our European
neighbors offering their seniors drugs
at half the cost of what American com-
panies are charging. American seniors
are being encouraged to travel overseas
or across our borders to Canada and
Mexico just to save money on the same
prescription drug they can get in the
United States. This is outrageous and
absurd and should shed more light on
the importance of why this great Na-
tion needs a serious drug plan for sen-
iors.

Once again we need to let our seniors
know that we hear them loud and
clearly. We need to let our seniors
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