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TRIBUTE TO ERNEST C. (‘‘ERNIE’’)

SMITH

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to submit the following to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD for June 20, 2002, on behalf of my
constituent.

In Loving Memory of Ernest C. (‘‘Ernie’’)
Smith,

For his contributions to his country as a
United States Marine in numerous battles in
the Pacific during World War II,

For his many years of service to his com-
munity as a school teacher and docent at the
Oakland Museum,

For his unconditional and unending love,
guidance and support of family as beloved
husband, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather, and

For his camaraderie, humor and loyalty to
all whom were blessed to count him as a
friend,

He will be forever loved, respected and
etched in our memories.

f

TRIBUTE TO DAY HIGUCHI

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize an outstanding educator and lead-
er—my very good friend, Day Higuchi. On
June 22, 2002, Day will be honored at a
luncheon held by his friends and colleagues to
celebrate his thirty-two years of tireless work
on behalf of the public schools of Los Ange-
les.

While serving as President of United Teach-
ers of Los Angeles, Day has also devised a
number of new and innovative ways of teach-
ing that can be used throughout the many
subjects he has taught in his career—science,
drama, English and film making. He is recog-
nized for his creativity and the unique manner
in which he has continually refined his instruc-
tional methods, as he designed, then rede-
signed an innovative interdisciplinary team
teaching program with three of his colleagues.
Day has also improved instruction for students
by creating school-to-career centers, increas-
ing standards based instruction, and creating
effective reading and math programs. In addi-
tion, he developed a system to improve teach-
ing quality through internships for new teach-
ers, and Professional Development Programs
(PAR, NBC, ISCA, Education Advisory Com-
mittee, and Task Force on the Professional
Work of Teachers).

It is no wonder that I have long turned to
him as a prime advisor on issues relating to
education. He is a distinguished expert on im-
proving the performance both of students and
of teachers.

Day’s leadership within the United Teachers
of Los Angeles has resulted in dramatic im-
provements in the working conditions of edu-
cators. He first served as Chapter Chair from
1973 to 1987, then moved on to become a
member of the UTLA House of Representa-
tives from 1974 to 2003, the Board of Direc-

tors from 1984 to 1988, the Director of East
Area from 1988 to 1991, the UTLA/American
Federation of Teachers Vice-President from
1992 to 1997, and President from 1997 to
2003.

Day’s accomplishments as an advocate and
leader are legion. He successfully fought for
the rights of Union Members and for an in-
crease in important benefits. He helped defeat
the breakup of the Lomita district, negotiate
raises averaging 23 percent, defeat propo-
sitions to silence labor, defeat the Draper ini-
tiative for vouchers and pass important school
bonds measures.

Day is a remarkable man who has been a
great asset to the Los Angeles Unified School
District. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to ask my
colleagues to join with me in paying tribute to
Day Higuchi, who has dedicated his life to our
children and their education.
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TRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNITY AC-
TION AGENCY OF DELAWARE
COUNTY

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I

rise to acknowledge the contributions that the
Community Action Agency of Delaware Coun-
ty has made to improve the lives of many low
income county residents. Since their inception
in 1979, this agency has served numerous
families and individuals.

The Community Action Agency of Delaware
County focuses on equipping low income fami-
lies and individuals with the tools and life skills
they need to develop and build their own re-
sources. This goal is achieved through pro-
grams focusing on life skills, employment and
training, housing, and community develop-
ment. These programs allow my constituents
to gain a sense of self-respect, self-esteem,
and a renewed sense of faith in their own
abilities. The qualities and skills they develop
make it possible for them to lead lives free
from dependent relationships with government
agencies.

The Community Action Agency of Delaware
County has been successful in combining pub-
lic, private, and nonprofit resources to address
the needs within the economically disadvan-
taged community. Through these efforts they
have become a major provider of social serv-
ices and housing in Delaware County. For
their work, they have received accolades from
the Council of Delaware County.

Mr. Speaker, the Community Action Agency
of Delaware County is ensuring that true self-
sufficiency is possible for everyone in Dela-
ware County. I hope that all my colleagues will
join me in recognizing their contributions to
Delaware County, to Pennsylvania, and to our
great Nation.

f

TRIBUTE TO MR. JOSEPH PATRICK
CRIBBINS

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002
Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute

to Joseph Patrick Cribbins, a great American

patriot, who served the United States military
and our nation, and who remains a hero in the
hearts of South Texans and other Americans
who knew him. He passed away this week.

This American soldier, with 52 years of mili-
tary service, died on June 14, 2002, the 227th
birthday of the United States Army.

He was a world-renowned expert in aviation
safety and logistics, particularly in U.S. Army.
As a young man, he was an expert horseman
and steeplechase jockey. He joined the U.S.
Army First Cavalry Division as a stable ser-
geant in the horse cavalry in 1940.

From there, he was deployed to the Phil-
ippines, joining the staff of General Douglas
MacArthur in World War II, where he was
commissioned as an officer. That is also
where he met his wife of over 50 years, his
beloved Helen who preceded him in death.

After a 26-year career in uniform, he en-
tered the civil service with the Department of
the Army in the Army Materiel Command in
the Washington, D.C. area. His extraordinary
achievements grew, as did Army aviation in
the Vietnam Era and the late 20th Century.
There, he became a major player in founding
the aviation logistics office, which oversaw
maintenance and supply activities.

This second Army career, in which he
worked closely with the Corpus Christi Army
Depot in South Texas, led to a second 26-
year career culminating in his top rank as the
third-ranked DA civilian, equivalent to a three-
star general. He received numerous awards
and decorations including four individual Presi-
dential Awards for distinguished service, from
four different Commanders-in-Chief.

I ask my colleagues to join me today as the
nation mourns a lost warrior, one who helped
defend freedom and democracy and shaped
defense policy in the 20th Century Army.

f

PEACE CORPS CHARTER FOR THE
21ST CENTURY ACT

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today
my colleague Representative SAM FARR and I
are introducing the Peace Corps Charter for
the 21st Century Act. I thank my colleague for
working so closely with me on this important
bill.

I also thank Senator CHRISTOPHER DODD for
introducing a companion bill in the Senate and
working with us every step of the way in this
effort. I look forward to continuing communica-
tion between the House and Senate and with
the Administration to ensure the product that
emerges from the legislative process is one
that has strong bipartisan support as well as
the support of returned and current Peace
Corps volunteers everywhere.

My own background as an educator and di-
rector at Outward Bound for twenty years
taught me about the importance of national
and community service. But I also have strong
connections to the Peace Corps—through my
great state of Colorado and through my family.
Colorado has one of the highest levels of re-
cruitment of Peace Corps volunteers nation-
wide, and returned Peace Corps Volunteers in
the 2nd Congressional District alone number
over 500. Of course, the most important
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Peace Corps connection for me is my mother,
who served as a volunteer in Nepal decades
ago.

Because of these connections I have a spe-
cial interest in advancing the ability of the
Peace Corps to play an important role in these
new times.

As Americans, we have never been more
proud of our country, our freedoms, our de-
mocracy, our diversity. We know how fortu-
nate we are to live in the United States. And
yet we were sent a clear message on Sep-
tember 11th that we are not necessarily
viewed abroad the way we view ourselves at
home. Why is this so? More importantly, how
can we change this?

One way is to take multilateral action
against terrorism, which we have done with
the help of our allies in the months since 9–
11. Another way is to continue to promote
world peace and friendship through the peo-
ple-to-people approach of the Peace Corps.

For over forty years, Peace Corps volun-
teers around the world have taught English
and other subjects to foreign students, worked
with small farmers to increase harvests, taught
local people how to monitor their environment,
and raised community awareness of health
issues, among other things. The Peace Corps
is one of the most admired and successful ini-
tiatives ever put in place.

But the Peace Corps’s first director, Sargent
Shriver, said in a speech at Yale last Novem-
ber that its founders made one mistake when
they created the Peace Corps: They didn’t go
far enough or dream big enough. As he put it,
‘‘Our present world cries out for a new Peace
Corps—a vastly improved, expanded, and pro-
foundly deeper enterprise. . . . Peace is much
more than the mere absence of war. Peace
requires the simple but powerful recognition
that what we have in common as human
beings is more important and crucial than
what divides us.’’

I think he was right. And the bill we are in-
troducing today echoes that vision. The Peace
Corps mission reflects the fact that with eco-
nomic development and mutual understanding
come greater opportunities for peace. And
every small step we take to help and under-
stand people in other countries has its own re-
wards.

A pebble tossed into a still pond creates rip-
ples that begin small and grow larger. Peace
Corps volunteers have had this same effect on
the people they have touched. The Peace
Corps experience exemplifies how individuals
can make a tremendous difference in the lives
and perceptions of people in developing coun-
tries as well as people right here at home.

More than 166,000 Americans have served
in 135 countries over the past 40 years. Many
more are prepared to serve; since the begin-
ning of this year, requests for Peace Corps
applications have increased by 77 percent.
This is good news, as we are finally building
solid support behind the idea of doubling the
size—as well as the impact—of the Peace
Corps.

It was the Reagan Administration that first
articulated the notion of expanding the size of
Peace Corps to 10,000 volunteers. We’re
pleased that President Bush has embraced
this important goal and has pledged to seek to
double the size to 15,000 in five years. The
bill we’re introducing today builds on that con-
cept and goes beyond it to propose a new
post-9-11 ‘‘Charter’’ for the Peace Corps.

The ‘‘Peace Corps Charter’’ strengthens the
Peace Corps in a number of ways. It restates
and further promotes its goals—to provide
technical assistance to those in need around
the world, to promote better understanding of
Americans on the part of the peoples served,
and to bring the world home to America. It au-
thorizes funding to allow for a Peace Corps
expansion to 15,000 volunteers in five years.
It reaffirms the independence of the Peace
Corps. It authorizes a number of reports, such
as one on host country security. It spells out
a commitment to recruit and place Peace
Corps volunteers in countries where they
could help promote mutual understanding, par-
ticularly in areas with substantial Muslim popu-
lations. It establishes training programs for
Peace Corps volunteers in the areas of edu-
cation, prevention, and treatment of infectious
diseases, such as HIV/AIDS. It streamlines
and empowers the Peace Corps Advisory
Council, with an added focus of making use of
the expertise of Returned Peace Corps Volun-
teers. Finally, the bill creates a grant program
to enable Returned Peace Corps Volunteers
to use their experience and expertise to con-
tinue to carry out the goals of the Peace
Corps through specific projects.

As Sargent Shriver stated in his November
speech, we need a new world of peace.
Today we join with the Administration in its
call for an expanded and refocused Peace
Corps that can take on the new challenges
that September 11th has presented to us, a
Peace Corps that can be ‘‘a pragmatic and
dramatic symbol of America’s commitment to
peace.’’ I believe that passage of the Peace
Corps Charter for the 21st Century will help us
head in this direction.

I look forward to working with our col-
leagues in the House as we move forward
with this vital legislation.

f

RECOGNIZING JIM NEELY FOR HIS
YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. JOHN S. TANNER
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the years of selfless public service
of a dear friend of mine, Mr. James Neely. Jim
recently received the Pinnacle of Excellence
Award, the highest honor offered by the peo-
ple of Huntingdon, Tennessee, which I am
proud to say is also the hometown of my wife,
Betty Ann.

Mr. Neely and his wife, Rachel Todd Neely,
live in Huntingdon in Carroll County, Ten-
nessee. They have a daughter and son-in-law,
Hope and Michael Turner, a granddaughter,
Neely Turner, and a second grandchild on the
way.

Jim is a graduate of Huntingdon High
School and the University of Tennessee at
Martin. Since that time, he has been a leader
in our community and in the state, including
serving as Commissioner of the Tennessee
Department of Labor and as President of the
Tennessee AFL-CIO Labor Council.

Other state positions he has held include
seats on the Employment Security Advisory
Council, the Cabinet Council on Indigent
Health Care, the Commission on Higher Edu-
cation, the Advisory Council on Worker’s Com-

pensation and the Safety Congress Board of
Directors, which he also founded. He has
chaired the Planning Committee for the Ten-
nessee Job Partnership Council and the state
Workforce Development Planning Committee.

His other accomplishments include past
Chairman of the Huntingdon Special School
District Board of Education and past Member
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta Advi-
sory Board.

Jim has said he is proud to be from Hun-
tingdon, Tennessee. Today, Mr. Speaker, I
say that we are proud to have such a fine
leader as one of our own. I ask that you and
our colleagues join me in recognizing my
friend, Mr. James Neely, for all he has done
to make a difference.

f

CONGRATULATING TIGER WOODS

HON. MAXINE WATERS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight to
offer my congratulations to Tiger Woods. Over
the weekend, he won the 102nd U.S. Open,
held this year at Bethpage Black Golf Course.

The victory did not come easy. A strong
field started the tournament on Thursday and
the players had to fight through three days of
torrential rain. The course, the longest in U.S.
Open history, was also regarded as among
the most difficult courses ever played.

But Tiger’s poise and concentration, as well
as wealth of talent, helped him through the
week. He managed to shoot a 277, three
under par. Tiger was the only golfer of the 155
that competed, who managed to finish under
par.

With the victory, Tiger’s tally of major tour-
naments won climbed to eight. He has won six
of the last nine major championships, and
seven of 11—an unbelievable streak.

Despite all his accomplishments, Tiger is
still aiming higher. He now says he wants to
win all four majors in the same year, a grand
slam—something that has never been done
before. But, I’m certain with Tiger’s discipline
and talent he will accomplish this as well.

So as I conclude, Mr. Speaker, I would once
again like to congratulate Tiger in his most re-
cent victory. I would also like to congratulate
and thank Tiger for being such a positive role
model for our nation’s children. He is a great
inspiration for them. Lastly, I would like to wish
him good luck in his efforts to win the grand
slam and achieving all the other goals he sets
for himself. He is a tremendous athlete and
fine individual and deserves all the best.

f

TRIBUTE TO MRS. RUTH C. GIST

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mrs. Ruth C. Gist of Union,
South Carolina on occasion of the Union
County Pacolet River Baptist Association de-
claring Saturday June 22, 2002, Mrs. Ruth C.
Gist Day in Union South Carolina.

Mrs. Ruth C. Gist has devoted her life to her
family, her community and Christian service.
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