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Weberman from the Michael-Ann Rus-
sell Jewish Community Center for
their tireless efforts in making this
rally a giant success. The event in-
cluded a variety of speakers from dif-
ferent religious denominations, paro-
chial schools, youth groups and com-
munity organizations.

The rally provided an opportunity for
folks to voice their support for the
State of Israel and gave them specific
information on the different ways that
they can help both of our countries
fight the international war on ter-
rorism.

I want to especially thank those or-
ganizers of the Interfaith Solidarity
with Israel rally for uniting our com-
munity in its support for this embat-
tled country.

———

AMERICA’S SENIORS WANT GUAR-
ANTEED ACCESS TO MEDICINES

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker,
left to the Republican sham prescrip-
tion drug bill, our parents, including
individuals with disabilities, will find
themselves at the mercy of private
HMOs having to search for a plan.
America’s seniors want guaranteed ac-
cess to the medicines their doctors pre-
scribe at prices they can afford, and
they depend on that guarantee for help
and for life.

The only bill on the floor today guar-
antees no prescription drug benefit.
The plan the Republicans are trying to
force on this country does nothing to
curb soaring drug prices, not enough to
restore provider payments and does ev-
erything to benefit private insurance
companies.

Our plan, the Dingell bill, honors our
responsibilities to this Nation’s sen-
iors, gives them coverage for any drug
their doctor prescribes, and guarantees
that beneficiaries always have cov-
erage, with lower monthly premiums
and a lower out-of-pocket maximum.
Our plan beats theirs any day and in
any way. That is why we are being de-
nied a chance to offer it.

That is not fair to us, their col-
leagues, and it disrespects those who
sent us here; but it is most unfair to
the seniors and their families who need
real help with medication now.

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE THROUGH
FUEL CELLS

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to highlight the promise
and the potential of fuel cells in hydro-
gen to help us gain greater energy
independence in a way that is safe,
clean and renewable.

Often called minipower plants, fuel
cells could hold the key to energy inde-
pendence for America. In an article en-
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titled ‘‘Squeaky Clean,” the magazine
The Economist referred to fuel cells as
the next big thing, and the most prom-
ising fuel cells operate on hydrogen,
which the magazine Physics Today re-
ferred to as the fuel of the future.

We know their potential. Zero emis-
sions. Water and heat are the only by-
products, and when both heat and elec-
tricity are used, fuel cells can obtain
more than 80 percent efficiency.

Researchers at our national science
labs, corporations, universities and
small businesses are working hard to
help us realize the potential of fuel
cells.

America has the ingenuity and the
expertise to meet our future energy de-
mands, and fuel cells can help us to do
s0 in an environmentally responsible
way that sets a standard for the world.

————

WOMEN AND PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, women in
this country need a Medicare drug ben-
efit now. In the State of California, 56
percent of Medicare recipients are
women. These elderly women have on
the average spent about 10 percent of
the cost for prescription drugs there,
but this year alone their costs went up
about 20 percent; and for people from
my district particularly, this is a very,
very extreme hardship.

Most are on fixed incomes and cannot
afford those costs, and they believe the
plan that is being proposed by the Re-
publicans today will actually make
their lives worse. I know that because
their plan will help to benefit HMOs
and insurance companies and it is a
farce. They are saying that our current
drug benefit program is a Soviet-style
form of government. That cannot be
farther from the truth.

When I go into my senior citizen cen-
ters, the first thing people ask me is,
HILDA SOLIS, you are my representa-
tive, why is there not a better benefit
program so I can pay for my treatment
that I need to control my diabetes, to
get my insulin, to pay for the things
that I need to survive?

Let us do the right thing today. Let
us vote for a Democratic substitute
that is fair for all people.

————
ASTONISHMENT AND OUTRAGE AT
RULING OF NINTH CIRCUIT

COURT OF APPEALS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to express my astonishment and
outrage at the ruling of the Ninth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, which declared
the Pledge of Allegiance to be uncon-
stitutional. Mr. Speaker, what could
this court be thinking? Under their
reasoning, our money would be uncon-
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stitutional, the Presidential oath
would be unconstitutional, and yes,
this very Chamber, the House of Rep-
resentatives, would be unconstitu-
tional.

To call the Pledge of Allegiance un-
constitutional is the highest embar-
rassment for our judicial system, and
this ruling undermines everything our
Nation stands for, principles set back
in 1776, as well as the Declaration of
Independence, which by the way in-
cludes the word God as well.

Mr. Speaker, is the very document
that announced our Nation’s independ-
ence also unconstitutional? Next week
we will be celebrating our Nation’s
independence, and I hope every Amer-
ican will remember and celebrate our
Nation’s traditions, including express-
ing our unity as one Nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all, and may God bless America.

———

REPUBLICANS DENYING OUR
SENIORS RELIEF THEY NEED

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, today
Republicans refuse to permit consider-
ation of a prescription drug plan for
our seniors on the very same day that
one of their leaders condemns the basic
Medicare program as a Soviet-style
program. The Republicans have no pre-
scription drug plan, only a scheme to
privatize Medicare and to protect pre-
scription drug manufacturers. They
want to turn seniors over to HMOs
with no guaranteed deductible, no
guaranteed premium, and no guaran-
teed benefit. Some plan.

The House Republican leadership has
once again pledged its allegiance to the
pharmaceutical manufacturers who are
the price gougers that forcing our sen-
iors to pay the highest prices of any
people in the entire world. Little won-
der that these same manufacturers are
already on the airwaves across Amer-
ica paying millions for ads to defend
their Republican House partners who
are trying today to deny our seniors
the relief they so very desperately
need.

——
0O 1115
LIBERAL COURTS ERR AGAIN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, our liberal
friends in the Federal courts have erred
again. The 14th amendment says that
no State, and I quote, ‘‘shall deprive
any person of life, liberty, or property
without due process of law.” Yet late
last year the Supreme Court ruled that
this guaranteed doctors the right to
impale partially-born babies in the
skull with scissors and extract them
dead from their mother’s birth canals.

The first amendment says America
cannot have an official State church,
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