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America, and those who may call upon 
her, who do not know her but see her as 
a soldier or sojourner for truth. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
CARRIE MEEK, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

(Mr. DEUTSCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, this is 
with both great pride and sadness that 
I rise today to join what I really think 
are unprecedented spontaneous words 
of Members to talk about our friend 
and our colleague, the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Mrs. MEEK). 

I joined this Chamber with her 10 
years ago with several other Members 
from Florida, and particularly from 
south Florida. Three of us were elected: 
myself, the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Mrs. MEEK), and the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART). 

For those of us in south Florida, we 
literally stepped on the shoulders of gi-
ants: Claude Pepper, Dante Fascell, 
Bill Lehman. I think for all of us those 
truly were icons in American history. 
We felt we could fill their shoes, but we 
knew of their legacy. I think after 10 
years it is absolutely clear that at 
least one of us has attained that leg-
acy, and that is the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. MEEK), who really in the 
history of America stands out as a 
unique leader. 

Clearly not just in the history of 
Florida, in the history of south Flor-
ida, but truly in the history of America 
she is an icon, an icon in terms of in-
tegrity, accomplishment, work, and 
compassion. I think that is something 
that she will remain for the rest of her 
life and for all history. Her legacy is 
not just her good works but her family, 
as well, who join her in public service 
and will continue.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
CARRIE MEEK, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

(Mr. PRICE of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to add my words of 
tribute to the spontaneous demonstra-
tion this afternoon on behalf of our col-
league, the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Mrs. MEEK), who has recently an-
nounced her retirement. This is an an-
nouncement that caught us by surprise 
and that we regret; but we welcome 
this chance to pay tribute to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida for whom we 
have great admiration and affection. 

I have sat next to the gentlewoman 
from Florida on both of my Appropria-
tions subcommittees for some years 
now, both the Subcommittee on VA, 
HUD and Independent Agencies and the 
Subcommittee on Treasury, Postal 
Service and General Government. We 

have sat through many hearings and 
many markups together. We have had 
some good times, and we have had 
some real challenges. I have developed 
great affection and respect for the gen-
tlewoman from Florida during this pe-
riod of service. 

The gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
MEEK) is a fighter. I will never forget 
the kind of fight she made for the hur-
ricane victims when her district was 
stricken some years ago. This very 
day, I have seen her fighting for people 
without adequate banking services in 
our Committee on Appropriations. 

The gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
MEEK) does not always win these 
fights, but she always fights with con-
viction, with a compelling case, and 
with the kind of style that makes her 
a very hard person to oppose. She has a 
warm and winning way; she wins admi-
ration and friendship on both sides of 
the aisle. She is a unique Member of 
this body. I have counted it a real 
privilege to serve with her and am 
looking forward to several months 
more of service as we go through the 
appropriations cycle. 

I wanted to rush over here when I 
saw this spontaneous tribute arising on 
the House floor, because I am so fond of 
Mrs. MEEK and so admiring of her. I am 
pleased this afternoon to add my words 
of tribute, to wish her well, and to say 
that in her months remaining here I 
anticipate many more good fights and 
good times as we serve together.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
CARRIE MEEK, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 
(Ms. WATSON of California asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. WATSON of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I had not intended to give my 
tribute this afternoon, but we cannot 
be in these Chambers or in hearing dis-
tance and not be compelled to come up 
and add to this tribute. We are going to 
say more later. 

I have known the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. MEEK) for almost 30 years 
now. I remember her as a legislator 
who rushed up to me one day and said, 
What is the name of that bill, that bill? 
What is the number of that bill that 
you had? We want to do it in Florida. 
She was always probing, always seek-
ing to make good public law. 

We served together in Noble Women 
many years ago. I just went up to her 
and I said, I want to take credit for 
getting you here in 1992. After that 
very devastating earthquake she called 
my office. We had had a big uprising in 
Los Angeles. She said, What can I do? 
I have two young men running against 
me. I said, Turn your headquarters into 
an emergency relief center. She did 
that. She gave out beds and blankets 
and food, and she ended up in the place 
where she needed to be; that was in the 
House of Representatives. 

She has served with distinction, but 
most of all, she has served with heart, 

directly under God, and shared that 
with all of us. For that, we will be eter-
nally grateful to you, Carrie. We love 
you. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
CARRIE MEEK, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it 
just happens that today I had on the 
great colors red and white. I am 
pleased, as a member of the Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., an inter-
national woman’s sorority, to stand 
here to salute my soror, the Honorable 
gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
MEEK). 

It has been wonderful to have an op-
portunity to serve in the House of Rep-
resentatives with her. We had a won-
derful chance to talk about the great 
Delta days, about Bethune College, 
about basketball. In fact, recently she 
and I coached the Congressional Bas-
ketball Team called the Hills Angels as 
we played the Georgetown law faculty. 

But more importantly, she is full of 
history, full of wonder, full of grace; 
and I am so pleased and blessed to have 
had the opportunity to serve in the 
House of Representatives with her, if 
only for 4 years.

b 1700 

In your lifetime God gives you the 
opportunity to be touched by a number 
of people. I am so pleased that I had a 
chance to be touched by this wonder-
ful, wonderful woman called CARRIE 
MEEK. And I look forward to your fur-
ther years of service. We will not let 
you retire. We may let you leave here, 
but we have other jobs for you, Mrs. 
CARRIE MEEK. 

On behalf of all the Deltas from 
across the world, 190,000 strong, we sa-
lute our soror, CARRIE MEEK. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHUSTER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2001, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Mrs. THURMAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. THURMAN addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today 

the President gave a long, rather long 
speech full of words that really admin-
istered a pretty heavy feather duster to 
the miscreants on Wall Street, the 
CEOs, the analysts and the others who 
have been robbing our corporations, 
our economy, blind. He said he was not 
going to put up with it anymore. He 
was going to get tough. 

But it is more what he did not say 
than what he did say that is important. 
He did not say he would support tough 
legislation to overhaul the securities 
firms, the Sarbanes bill. He did go on 
to say he would support the weaker 
House version, the one that really 
would not do anything for pension re-
form or auditing, the show bills that 
passed the House here before this thing 
really imploded, that the Republican 
majority pushed through. They would 
still allow corporations to direct their 
employees to be stuck with stock and 
would not really fix the problems of au-
diting and those things. 

He did not talk about corporate tax 
dodges. The phony incorporations of 
U.S. firms in Bermuda to avoid tens of 
millions of dollars in taxes. He did not 
talk about rescinding his order which 
would allow corporate lawbreakers to 
get government contracts. He did not 
say a word about Harvey Pitt, the 
toothless watchdog of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. Now the 
principal watchdog over America’s se-
curities firms and the stock markets 
and all those financial investments, all 
of those very complicated, high 
falooting things which have allowed 
people to steal hundreds of millions, 
billions, of dollars, bankrupt compa-
nies, put people out of work, steal their 
pensions and crater the 401(k)s of tens 
of thousands of American. We have an 
organization already in place that is 
supposed to take care of that. The Se-
curities and Exchange Commission. 

Earlier this year, just a couple of 
months ago, the President proposed a 
zero funding increase for them. Today, 
he pretended that he had been asking 
for a long time for more money for the 
SEC. He has not been, but I am glad 
that he has been born again in asking 
for some increase. But the increase he 
is asking for is a tiny fraction of the 
money that has been stolen. It will be 
inadequate to make the SEC the kind 
of watchdog we want as long as Harvey 
Pitt is the chairman. 

Now, Harvey Pitt is a former securi-
ties lawyer. He is so compromised that 
when he recently met with a firm that 
was being investigated and he was 
questioned about it, he said, well, look, 
you cannot ask me not to meet with 
firms that are being investigated by 
the SEC just because I represented 
them, because then I would not be able 
to meet with anybody. 

This is our watchdog. This is the 
President’s appointee. This is the guy 
who is going to bring honesty. Come 
on. If that gentleman is not removed 
the President is not serious. 

Recently the SEC tried to do an en-
forcement action against Ernst & 

Young. There were three commis-
sioners present. They heard the evi-
dence and at the end, the evidence was 
compelling, Ernst & Young should pay 
a fine. They had committed some im-
proprieties. But guess what? Only one 
of the three SEC, Securities and Ex-
change Commission, members could 
vote because the other two were so 
compromised that they would have 
been penalized under law for voting be-
cause of their associations with this 
firm. So the one voted to penalize 
them, the Clinton appointee. But then 
an administrative law judge said, you 
cannot convict these people with one 
Securities and Exchange commis-
sioner. You have to have more than 
one. 

So here we have a Securities and Ex-
change Commission which is so com-
promised with their contacts, with 
their clients, who have represented all 
these people robbing America blind 
that they cannot even vote on enforce-
ment actions. And the President is try-
ing to tell us with his speech today, by 
God, he is taking care of this problem. 

He has not taken care of the problem. 
He has tried to take care of one prob-
lem today and that is the political 
problem he has, the gathering storm of 
anger in this country that is beginning 
to look for someone to blame for the 
fact that billions of dollars of wealth 
have evaporated. 

Americans are opening their 401(k) 
statements this month and many of 
them are shocked, disappointed and, 
yes, angered. They want to know who 
is responsible. How could these high-
flying companies, how could these 
CEOs who are paying themselves tens 
of millions, hundreds of millions of dol-
lars, boards of directors loaning them-
selves hundreds of millions of dollars, 
how could they suddenly be worthless? 
How could their 401(k)s have dropped so 
much? Because the money was stolen. 
And because there is no one home to 
enforce the law. 

The Securities and Exchange Com-
mission is the place to enforce the law, 
and until the President replaces the 
compromised people on the SEC; he has 
even got one nominated now, he comes 
from a securities firm. But as soon as 
that person gets there, he will not be 
able to vote on any of these things be-
cause they worked on all of these 
things. These are their buddies, the 
people they go to the luncheons with, 
the country club, they go yachting 
with, they go to their multimillion-
dollar homes in Florida with. 

We need to clean up this mess. The 
President had a chance today; he did 
not take it. Perhaps we can give him 
another chance again soon. Perhaps 
the Republican leaders of the House 
will relent and allow real reforms for 
pensions, real reforms for securities. 
Maybe they will undo some of the 
things they did back in 1995, which es-
sentially exempted these securities 
firms from prosecution. 

We can take some real measures here 
if there is the will. But there is so 

much money flooding from these peo-
ple into politics that I fear we will not 
get there. 

Some of us will continue to speak 
out. Others will begin to speak out. 
But will they put their vote where 
their mouth is? And will the President 
really put firm steps where his rhetoric 
is? Not today. 

Tomorrow is another day. Americans 
will be a little madder tomorrow. This 
will still be going on tomorrow. Let us 
see what happens then.

f 

DISASTER IN SOUTH DAKOTA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Dakota (Mr. 
THUNE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to speak this 
afternoon to some issues that are im-
portant to my State. 

In the last week I have had the op-
portunity to travel the State of South 
Dakota and witness some enormous 
devastation that our State has experi-
enced as a result of drought. It was an-
nounced yesterday that the month of 
June was the driest in the 114-year his-
tory of our State. In western South Da-
kota we have farmers and ranchers who 
are experiencing tremendous economic 
impacts, losing, having to sell and liq-
uidate their herds. We need a solution. 

I will continue to prevail upon this 
body, upon my colleagues here, as I 
have already, to provide assistance to 
our farmers and ranchers who are so 
desperately in need of help this year. 

In my judgment, the drought we are 
experiencing in South Dakota is not 
unlike many of the other natural disas-
ters that affect other parts of this 
country, and it demands that this Con-
gress and the people of this country 
step up and support those in my State 
who are suffering so desperately this 
year. 

I also had the opportunity, Mr. 
Speaker, to witness firsthand some of 
the devastation that resulted as a re-
sult of the Grizzly Gulch fire, fire that 
ravaged about 11,000 acres of South Da-
kota this last week. Fortunately, it is 
under control; it is being contained. 
For that, we owe an incredible debt of 
gratitude to the extraordinary effort 
that was made by fire fighters all 
across South Dakota, volunteers who 
came and joined the Federal fire fight-
ers who were doing such a great job of 
controlling, containing that blaze. 

It came very, very close, right down 
to the city’s edge, the city of Deadwood 
and other communities that would be 
impacted. It burned a number of struc-
tures and homes, but it did not come 
into the community as a result of the 
extraordinary efforts; and for that, I 
give the fire fighters of my State, 
many of them volunteers from across 
our State, great credit for the tremen-
dous work that they did in controlling 
that blaze. 

The people of my State have pulled 
together as they do in times of adver-
sity to address this tragedy. We saved 
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