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and difficult transition to stability, se-
curity, and, ultimately, to a demo-
cratic government. We are at the be-
ginning of a long process. We cannot be
distracted or deterred from this objec-
tive. Our credibility, our word, and our
security, are directly linked to success
in Afghanistan. And there cannot be
political stability and economic devel-
opment in Afghanistan without secu-
rity.

My legislation, and the companion
legislation passed by the House, would
authorize $1.15 billion over 4 years for
economic and democratic development
assistance for Afghanistan, as well as
up to $300 million in drawdown author-
ity for military and other security as-
sistance. The main elements of my leg-
islation are as follows:

It authorizes continued efforts to ad-
dress the humanitarian crisis in Af-
ghanistan and among Afghan refugees
in neighboring countries; it authorizes
resources to help the Afghan govern-
ment fight the production and flow of
illicit narcotics; it assists efforts to
achieve a broad-based, multi-ethnic,
gender-sensitive, and fully representa-
tive government in Afghanistan; it sup-
ports strengthening the capabilities of
the Afghan government to develop
projects and programs that meet the
needs of the Afghan people; it supports
the reconstruction of Afghanistan
through creating jobs, clearing land-
mines, and rebuilding the agriculture
sector, the health care system, and the
educational system of Afghanistan; and
it provides specific resources to the
Ministry for Women’s Affairs of Af-
ghanistan to carry out its responsibil-
ities for legal advocacy, education, vo-
cational training, and women’s health
programs.

This legislation also strongly urges
the President to designate within the
State Department an ambassadorial-
level coordinator to oversee and imple-
ment these programs and to advance
United States interests in Afghanistan,
including coordination with other
countries and international organiza-
tions with respect to assistance to Af-
ghanistan. In general, the Afghanistan
Freedom Support Act provides a con-
structive, strategic framework for our
Afghan policy, and flexible authority
for the President to implement it. We
must not allow this fragile interim Af-
ghan government to unwind. We must
put forward the appropriate invest-
ment of men, effort, and resources to
complete the objective of a democratic
government in Afghanistan.

If Afghanistan goes backward, this
will be a defeat for our war on ter-
rorism, for the people desiring freedom
in Afghanistan and in central Asia, for
America, symbolically, in this region,
and for the world. It would be disas-
trous for our country because it would
crack the confidence that people all
over the world have in the United
States. Afghanistan is the first battle
in our war on terrorism. We must not
fail.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CLELAND). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Michigan.

———

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
yield myself 6 minutes this morning to
speak, and then I ask that the distin-
guished Senator from Georgia, Mr.
CLELAND, be yielded 6 minutes; addi-
tionally, the senior Senator from
North Dakota, Mr. DORGAN, be yielded
6 minutes; and 6 minutes also to the
Senator from Florida, Mr. GRAHAM; and
an additional 6 minutes to the distin-
guished junior Senator from Georgia,
Mr. MILLER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, next
week we begin one of the most impor-
tant debates that we will have, I be-
lieve, as a Senate, throughout this ses-
sion and possibly for years to come.
That is a debate about whether or not
we are going to meet two goals that
the American people have been asking
us to address. The first is a Medicare
prescription drug benefit for our sen-
iors, for those who have disabilities—a
comprehensive Medicare prescription
drug benefit. Second, we want to lower
prices—lower prices for everyone.

We know in fact not only do seniors,
who use the majority of prescriptions,
have high prices, but everyone who has
prescription drugs does. If you are pay-
ing through insurance, you are paying
higher insurance rates. If you are a
businessperson, you are seeing your
health care premiums rising. Small
businesses—many in Michigan come to
me and talk about 30-percent, 35-per-
cent, 40-percent increases. The big
three automakers are juggling between
being able to afford new materials for
their automobiles and research and all
the other costs that they have, versus
health care, most of which is prescrip-
tion drug increases. So everyone is
paying.

We have two goals. We as Democrats
are working very hard, and we invite
our colleague to join with us, to pro-
vide real coverage for prescription
drugs and lower prices for everyone.

It is incredibly important that we do
that. I am concerned, as we move into
this debate, given what was done in the
House of Representatives and the ef-
forts now on the airwaves by the orga-
nization funded by the pharmaceutical
companies that are talking about how
what was passed in the House was good
enough, I am concerned that we really
do what is necessary and not just what
is in the interests of the drug compa-
nies.
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The drug companies are here in force
every single day. We know next week
and the week after, as long as we de-
bate issues of lower prices and real
Medicare coverage, they will be here
fighting everything—unfortunately.
They do wonderful work in research
and development. I am so pleased that
we have so many that are out there
doing good work. But we see, as an in-
dustry now, their efforts to fight every-
thing.

We are talking about corporate re-
sponsibility this week on the floor of
the Senate, the need for corporate ac-
countability. We need corporate ac-
countability and ethics in the drug in-
dustry as well. I am deeply concerned
that we do not see efforts to work with
us for something that provides reason-
able profit. We want them to succeed,
but we do not want to continue to see
exorbitant price increases and profits
on the backs of our seniors, those with
disabilities, our families, our small
businesses.

I am deeply concerned about what we
were reading in the paper during the
House debate. Our Republican col-
leagues, in fact a senior House GOP
leadership aid said yesterday:

Republicans are working hard behind the
scenes on behalf of PhRMA [which is the
drug industry lobby] to make sure that the
party’s prescription drug plan for the elderly
suits drug companies.

This was in the Washington Post,
June 19 of this year. They are:

. working hard behind the scenes to
make sure that their . . . plan . . . suits the
drug companies.

I hope next week we will work just as
hard in this body for a prescription
drug plan that suits the American peo-
ple.

I am so pleased to see my distin-
guished colleagues from Georgia here,
one in the chair and the junior Senator
who came into the Senate with me,
who is one of the lead sponsors of the
bill that we have in front of us along
with the Senator from Florida, Mr.
GRAHAM.

We have a plan. We have a plan that
works, that pays the majority of the
bills, that does the job, that brings to-
gether the collective buying power of
39 million seniors, and which will re-
quire that prices be lowered. We have
the plan. Our plan is not the plan of
the drug companies. It is not the plan
which drug companies are advertising
about—the pretty ads from Seniors
United that are on the air from the
drug company, the front senior group
that thanks the Republican colleagues
in the House for voting for their plan,
the plan that supports the drug compa-
nies.

We have a plan for the American peo-
ple.

I would like to share for a moment
two stories from the Web site which I
set up. I set up the Prescription Drug
People’s Lobby. There are six drug
company lobbyists for every one Mem-
ber of the Senate. I invited the people
of Michigan to join with me to be part
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