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a loving environment at the home itself. This
early faith based program has been an exem-
plary model for other similar homes in Texas.
The Home provides not only shelter, food, and
safety but therapy and love also. Permanent
placement is a goal of the home, but the over-
riding concern is caring for the children re-
gardless of the problem or situation.

As it becomes increasingly difficult for chil-
dren in this world, it is imperative that centers
like the Children’s Home of Lubbock continue
to perform the good work that they do. The
home functions as more than just a center for
children; it is an invaluable community re-
source on which many local, county, and State
agencies have come to depend. The staff and
volunteers are top notch, Christian individuals
who give not only of their time, but also of
their heart and soul.

It is with great respect, Mr. Speaker, that I
call on all Members to join me in congratu-
lating and thanking the Children’s Home of
Lubbock. The Children’s Home of Lubbock’s
years of service have benefitted not only the
community, but the children and the adopting
families. The contributions of the Children’s
Home of Lubbock number more than these
mere words can express.

f

HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, in my office
hangs a picture of a woman—Marta Farias
holding a photograph of her son—Lazaro
Planes Farias. Mr. Planes is one of an esti-
mated 400 Cuban political prisoners who have
been unjustly imprisoned for having the cour-
age to publicly speak out against the Com-
munist regime, a regime which lives in per-
petual terror of its citizens exercising the most
basic forms of human rights. The Cuban Gov-
ernment’s official charge against Mr. Planes is
that he committed ‘‘disrespect and resistance.’’
His ‘‘disrespect’’ was to have the audacity to
form an opposition political party to promote
freedom. knowing the grave risk he was taking
by openly opposing Fidel Castro, Planes con-
tinued to speak out—demading human rights
and democracy for all Cubans.

He was released from prison following a re-
quest by Pope John Paul—the Second in
1998, but soon after the Pope’s visit—the
Communist authorities deemed him too great
a risk, and imprisoned him again. Planes suf-
fers today in Castro’s gulags—recognized by
human rights groups as some of the worst
prisons in the world. Castro has not allowed
the International Committee of the Red Cross
to inspect prison conditions since 1989. And
it’s no wonder—men and women who refuse
to undergo ‘‘re-education’’ in the gulag are
subjected to daily beatings, malnourishment
and an appalling lack of medical care.

The United States of America and the rest
of the world can no longer remain silent. The
struggle undertaken by these courageous men
and women demands international recognition.
That is why I have joined with 17 of my col-
leagues in the House and Senate in the Con-
gressional Cuban Political Prisoners Initiative.
Each month we will feature a new prisoner.
And each month there will be a new name, a

new face and a new story which strikes down
Castro’s lie that there are no political prisoners
in Cuba.

I am here today to urge my colleagues on
both sides to stand with me in demanding the
unconditional release of Mr. Farias and all
Cuban political prisoners.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consdieration the bill (H.R. 5093) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2003, and for other pur-
poses:

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chairman, I rise today
in support of the amendment to provide an ad-
ditional $10 million to the National Endowment
for the Arts (NEA) and $5 million for the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). I
commend the authors for their commitment to
the arts and urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of this amendment.

This amendment will support the NEA’s
Challenge America initiative, which has been
successful in expanding access to the arts for
underserved communities. To broaden the
reach of federal arts funding, Challenge Amer-
ica supports arts education, after-school arts
programs and community arts development
initiatives.

In my state of Minnesota, an NEA grant
helped to establish ‘‘Creating the Link’’—an
after-school program for Hmong youth. St.
Paul is home to the largest concentration of
Hmong in the United States. Many Hmong
children who have grown up in this country
have not had opportunities to learn about the
culture and traditional art of their elders. ‘‘Cre-
ating the Link’’ provides the connection be-
tween these children and traditional Hmong
folk art—preserving this cultural richness for
future generations.

Through support of programs such as ‘‘Cre-
ating the Link,’’ the National Endowment for
the Arts has brought the enrichment of artistic
experience to communities in every corner of
the nation. Art is no longer considered a pas-
time reserved for the elite class, but is widely
recognized as central to the cultural, social
and cognitive development of a well-rounded
public.

Further support for the National Endowment
for the Arts is an important investment for all
of our communities. I urge my colleagues to
support this amendment.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a lifetime of achievements by How-
ard W. Phillips from Mt. Vernon, Illinois.

Mr. Phillips dedicated his life to being a
good citizen. He was a leader that was not
only well respected, but loved by the people
that knew him. Howard put the needs of his
community above his own.

As a veteran of the United States Navy,
Howard defended his country and did it well.
He entered the Navy on May 26, 1944. He
served while World War 11 was devastating
Europe. After his time in Active Duty, he be-
came involved with veterans groups. Mr. Phil-
lips was a member of American Legion Post
141. He served on the Military Burial Detail
and was chaplain of the detail for 21 years. As
chaplain he conducted almost 1,000 funerals.
The Legion designated him Legionnaire of the
Year in 1993 and again in 1997. He is the
only person to receive this award twice.

Mr. Phillips was past commander of
AMVETS Post 4. While commander, Howard
was designated by the state executive as the
outstanding AMVET Adjutant in the state. Post
4 was also named the outstanding AMVET
post by the National Commander while How-
ard was in charge. Another of his many
achievements was being appointed chairman
of all Jefferson County Veterans Groups in
order to rename 42nd Street and Fishers
Lane, in Mt. Vernon, to Veterans Memorial
Drive.

Howard was also an active member of
Epworth United Methodist Church. His faith in
God shined through in his personality. Mr.
Phillips’ love for others was demonstrated by
involvement throughout the community. He
participated in such groups as the American
Cancer Society, the Mt. Vernon Fire and Po-
lice Commission, and the Murray Parents As-
sociation. Howard received the Dr. Plassman
award for Outstanding Volunteer Service from
the Murray Parents Association for his work
with the handicapped.

I would like to take this time to honor the
memory of my friend that gave so much to his
country and community. All men should aspire
to hold themselves to a standard equal to that
of this man, Howard W. Phillips. My heart and
prayers go out to his family and friends.
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Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise with

great pride as a native of Spokane, Wash-
ington, to recognize the reopening of the his-
toric Davenport Hotel. Mr. Speaker, this his-
toric event would not have been possible with-
out the commitment and perseverance of Walt
and Karen Worthy, the owners of the property.

Designed by renowned architect Kirtland
Cutter and built in 1914 by Louis Davenport,
this grand hotel has been the centerpiece of
downtown Spokane and an immense source
of community pride. It has played host to
American presidents, generals, statesmen, an
stars of the opera, stage and screen. During
the 1980s and most of the 1990s, the Dav-
enport fell into great disrepair. Over almost
two decades several owners tried to save the
Davenport Hotel, but could not gather the nec-
essary resources or assemble community sup-
port behind a restoration project of this mag-
nitude.
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