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with my friend and the Ranking Member of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Mr. Evans,
that would change funding of the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) health care system
from discretionary to mandatory spending.

We are introducing this bill in recognition of
the continually frustrating annual struggles to
obtain sufficient funding to provide access to
quality care for the nation’s veterans in VA
health care facilities. The current discretionary
appropriations process subjects these vet-
erans’ health care needs—needs of the he-
roes who won the Battle of the Bulge, endured
as prisoners of war in Bataan and Corregidor
and survived human-wave assaults in the fro-
zen Chosin Reservoir—to annual health fund-
ing competition with federal highway funding
and sewage treatment projects. This reality
alone vividly illustrates the inherent weakness
in the discretionary appropriations process for
VA health care and the need to reform it.

Mr. Speaker, 2 years ago, we passed
TRICARE for Life, a new program to guar-
antee lifelong health care for military retirees
and their families. I was proud to support that
program for hundreds of thousands of military
families, who are now assured of free health
care services sponsored entirely by the gov-
ernment. The bill we are introducing today
would extend the same kind of guarantee to
the remainder of America’s veterans, to as-
sure their continued access to the VA health
care system.

H.R. 5250 would establish a formula to fund
the VA health care account directly from the
U.S. Treasury with a method similar to that
used by Congress to provide funding for
TRICARE for Life. Veterans’ disability com-
pensation payments are already funded
through mandatory formulas, and our legisla-
tion would apply the same priority to meeting
the health care needs of our veterans.

The bill we are introducing today would es-
tablish a base funding year, calculate the av-
erage cost for a veteran using VA health care,
and then index the cost for inflation. Multi-
plying this average cost by the number of vet-
erans who are enrolled each year on July 1st,
would determine the funding allotment for the
Veterans Health Administration for the next fis-
cal year.

It should be noted that H.R. 5250 would nei-
ther take away the Secretary’s power to man-
age the VA health care system nor to curtail
the Secretary’s control of enrollments in VA.
And unlike TRICARE for Life, it would not ex-
tend benefits to family members of veterans.

Mr. Speaker, for at least the past five years,
veterans’ usage of VA health care services
surpassed Administration estimates. Just this
past week, we received a revised workload
estimate for FY 2003 from VA showing an in-
crease of 500,000 veteran patients; and that’s
on top of the 700,000 increase in patients esti-
mated in the budget submission made only
five months ago. VA now estimates that there
will be 4.9 million unique veteran patients in
FY 2003, versus the 3.7 million veterans that
had been projected one year ago for FY
2002—a 31.5-percent increase overall.

Mr. Speaker, the continuing rise in demand
for VA health care services is driven by many
factors, including the growth of new and con-
venient VA community-based outpatient clin-
ics, improved safety and quality of care, as
well as available prescription drug benefits. VA
has increasingly become a supplier of pre-
scription drugs to veterans, particularly for
senior veterans.

Further evidence of the urgent funding
needs of VA health care comes from a new
report issued this month by VA measuring the
amount of time veterans are waiting for med-
ical services. According to VA’s report, there
are at least 300,000 veterans waiting for med-
ical appointments, half of whom are waiting 6
months or more; and the other half having no
appointment at all. This is the first attempt to
measure a situation about which we have all
heard from our constituents, and we suspect
that the scale of the problem is actually great-
er, since this estimate only counts those vet-
erans already enrolled in the VA health care
system.

Mr. Speaker, we have a sacred obligation to
ensure that our nation’s veterans receive the
honors and benefits that they have earned
through their service to this nation. In the past
decade, more and more veterans have turned
to the Department of Veterans Affairs for med-
ical services, particularly World War II and Ko-
rean War veterans. We have attempted to
meet our obligation to them by passing record
VA budgets for two years in a row. As our col-
leagues may recall, the House-approved
budget resolution for fiscal year 2003 con-
tained a substantial $2.6 billion increase in the
funding of medical care for our nation’s vet-
erans.

However, the demand for services continues
to outpace the supply of federal funding of VA
health care. In the supplemental appropria-
tions bill we passed, Congress included $417
million for additional health care funding to try
to meet the current year’s shortfall, and that
was based upon the older workload estimates.

Mr. Speaker, it is becoming increasingly
clear that Congress needs to look at new
methods and sources for veterans’ health care
funding, and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs has been seeking additional ways to
match resources to the growing demand.
Working with the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, we attached an amendment to the De-
partment of Defense (DOD) authorization bill
that would seek to increase health care re-
sources sharing between the DOD and VA
health care systems, and we hope it will see
final passage this year. Also we have sought
to increase third-party collections through the
VA Medical Care Collections Fund with more
aggressive oversight and legislative improve-
ments.

In addition, earlier this month the Committee
examined ways to improve coordination and
allocation of resources between Medicare and
VA, since about half of the veterans receiving
VA health services are also Medicare-eligible.
Yet, despite all of these efforts, VA continues
to struggle each year to provide all the funds
needed for the tasks it faces in caring for mil-
lions of frail, elderly veterans.

Mr. Speaker, with the introduction of H.R.
5250 we hope to begin an important debate
on the future of veterans’ health care and its
funding needs. We will shortly request Admin-
istration views on the bill, and cost information
from the Congressional Budget Office. We in-
tend to meet with colleagues on both the
Committees on the Budget and on Appropria-
tions to obtain their views; and it goes without
saying that we will be consulting with veterans
organizations in the months ahead in order to
learn whether this approach or a combination
of other changes will solve this vexing problem
confronting America’s veterans and the health
care system serving them.

We urge all our colleagues to examine H.R.
5250 and work with us to find a means to pro-
vide dependable, stable and sustained funding
for the health care needs of veterans of our
armed forces. They deserve no less from a
grateful nation.
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
TONY HALL

HON. JOHN S. TANNER
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I wish to join
our colleagues today in recognizing the work
of my friend, the Honorable TONY HALL, as he
prepares to leaves this House of Representa-
tives to pursue a great endeavor that will call
on his practiced leadership skills to help peo-
ple around the world.

Over the years, Mr. HALL’s work in this body
has proven that his compassion stretches far
beyond the Third District of Ohio. He has
shown through his tireless fight against world
hunger that he possesses a genuine concern
for his fellow man, and I know that quality will
continue to guide his work from this point for-
ward.

I am honored to have had this opportunity to
work with TONY, who is an exceptional leader,
an honorable man and a good friend. All our
best wishes go with TONY as he continues his
noble work in this new capacity.

f

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF FERN-
DALE, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in recognition of the 150th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Victorian Village of
Ferndale, Humboldt County, California.

In 1852, brothers Seth and Stephen Shaw
and their companion Willard Allen, traveled
through the Eel River plain exploring a wilder-
ness of ferns and redwood trees. Desiring to
farm the fertile land, they constructed cabins
which eventually became the village of Fern-
dale.

Situated near the Pacific Ocean, surrounded
by dairy farms, Ferndale has preserved its ar-
chitectural heritage, attracting thousands of
tourists who cross the historic Fernbridge over
the Eel River and step back into another era.

Named one of America’s ‘‘Dozen Distinctive
Destinations,’’ the National Trust for Historic
Preservation added Ferndale to its 2002 list of
the best-preserved and unique communities in
the nation. The Trust cited well-managed
growth, a commitment to historic preservation
and interesting and attractive architecture as
influential in its choice of The Cream City for
the designation.

Seeking historically accurate locations,
filmmakers have discovered that Ferndale is
an ideal place to make motion pictures. The
citizens of Ferndale have enthusiastically sup-
ported the use of their city as a film site and
fill the scenes as ‘‘extras.’’
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