October 4, 2002

the Foundation and its new enterprise—the
editorial offices of Ms. Magazine, which the
Feminist Majority acquired in January 2002.

On Sunday, October 6, 2002, the Feminist
Majority Foundation will open its new offices.
Although the organization’s location may have
changed, it and Ms. Magazine’'s commitment
remains the same—to advance the women’s
equality cause in the United States.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this remarkable foundation.

————

A CENTURY OF SERVICE—SAN
MATEO HIGH SCHOOL CELE-
BRATES 100 YEARS

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | invite my col-
leagues in the Congress to join me in marking
a century of service as San Mateo High
School celebrates its 100th anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, a century ago, the city of San
Mateo and the rest of the Peninsula looked
dramatically different than they do today. At its
creation, the first high school in the San Mateo
Union High School District required only three
teachers to educate the fourteen students who
attended the school, which was housed in a
three-bedroom cottage. During the next twen-
ty-five years of its existence, San Mateo High
School moved three times, finally settling into
its present location on Delaware Street, in San
Mateo, California, in 1927.

Like the rest of the Peninsula, the school
has witnessed exceptional growth during the
last one hundred years, and today San Mateo
High School boasts an enrollment of 1,425
ethnically and socially diverse students. It is
that remarkable diversity, that is a major part
of what makes San Mateo High School a
great institution of learning. According to the
most recent figures, the school includes Afri-
can American, Hispanic, Caucasian, Filipino,
Asian American, Pacific Islander, and Native
American students.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to this melting pot
of American students, San Mateo High
School's student body also includes many
international students. For many years the
school participated in the American Field Serv-
ice’s exchange student program. This program
facilitates international understanding by send-
ing American students to study abroad, and
bringing foreign students to study in the United
States. A testimony of the success of San
Mateo High School’'s commitment to the bene-
fits of diversity is the fact that at one time the
student body was comprised of individuals
from 80 different nations. This diversity cer-
tainly enriched the educational experience of
the pupils and fostered international under-
standing among its students. As Jacqueline
McEvoy, who became the school's 13th prin-
cipal in 2000, commented, “it was like walking
into a microcosm of the world.”

Mr. Speaker, San Mateo High School and
its students have also established an out-
standing record of community service. The
school was the recipient of international rec-
ognition when the Guinness Book of World
Records certified that the 214,713 pounds of
food collected by the students at the school
was the largest food drive ever put together by
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a non-charitable organization. This extraor-
dinary feat is testament to the intelligence,
drive, determination, and commitment to serv-
ice of the students that make up San Mateo
High School.

Mr. Speaker, during the past century, San
Mateo High School has actively pursued and
achieved excellence in academic, vocational,
performing arts, and athletic programs. It has
provided countless opportunities for the en-
richment of students on the Peninsula and
around the globe. | am greatly honored to
have the privilege of representing this excel-
lent institution in the United States Congress.
| urge all of my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the 100th anniversary of San Mateo
High School.

————
HELP EFFICIENT, ACCESSIBLE,
LOW COST, TIMELY HEALTH

CARE ACT OF 2002

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2002

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in strong opposition to H.R. 4600, the
HEALTH Act of 2002. While this legislation
should address the skyrocketing costs of med-
ical malpractice insurance it is really a huge
tort reform bill that threatens to weaken patient
protections. This legislation goes well beyond
medical malpractice. It would not only place
restrictions on the ability of individuals to re-
ceive compensation when they are injured by
the negligent conduct of health care providers.
But it would also include, defective medical
products, tainted prescription drugs, and
claims against HMO’s and health insurance
companies.

This legislation would preempt current state
law regarding the statute of limitations for ac-
tions. During my time in the Minnesota House
of Representatives, | supported legislation that
lengthened the statute of limitations for med-
ical malpractice cases to four years. H.R.
4600 would require lawsuits to be filed within
three years of the date of injury or only one
year after discovery. We must have a longer
statute of limitations to help protect individuals
who have diseases with long incubation peri-
ods.

For example, a patient who contracts HIV
from mishandled blood, but does not show
symptoms until three years later, could not
seek remedy for this gross injustice under this
new law. A patient who has a medical device
implanted and years later the device fails due
to a part defect, will not be able to seek rem-
edy under this new law. These patients de-
serve the same protections any other individ-
uals who have been injured by other forms of
negligence.

The overly broad scope of this bill sets a
dangerous new precedent. We should not pre-
vent individuals from seeking remedy for their
injuries by allowing medical manufacturers
who obtain FDA approval, FDA “pre-market
approval” or “are generally recognized as safe
effective” to be exempted from liability. We
should absolutely not be preempting states’
HMO reform laws that have allowed patients
to sue for wrongful actions.

| have heard from doctors the challenges
they face over the significant increases in
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medical liability insurance premiums. | am
concerned that additional costs make it more
difficult for physicians to stay in practice, how-
ever, this legislation does not address the real
problem. This bill does nothing to fix the in-
creasing cost of insurance premiums and goes
far beyond its stated purpose of reducing the
costs of malpractice insurance, while compro-
mising the health and safety of patients.

———————

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD TELLER ON
THE OCCASION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF
LAWRENCE LIVERMORE NA-
TIONAL LABORATORY

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a distinguished American, a renowned
scientist, a national icon, and a resident of the
distinguished 14th Congressional District, Dr.
Edward Teller.

Hailed as one of the most thoughtful states-
men of science and recognized by his sci-
entific colleagues as one of the most imagina-
tive and creative physicists alive, Edward Tell-
er has led an extraordinary career. Born into
a Jewish family on January 15, 1908 in Buda-
pest, Hungary, Edward Teller grew up during
a particularly turbulent time in Hungarian his-
tory when a virulently anti-semitic fascist dic-
tator ruled the country. Edward Teller left his
homeland in 1926 to study in Germany and
received his Ph.D. in theoretical physics from
the University of Leipzig in 1930. Soon after
the rise of Hitler, Edward Teller left Germany
and immigrated to the United States to take a
teaching position at George Washington Uni-
versity and pursue his research in gquantum
mechanics. The rest as they say, “is history.”

Dr. Teller has led one of the most distin-
guished careers in science. Most widely
known for his significant contributions to the
first demonstration of thermonuclear energy,
Dr. Teller also made enormous contributions
to quantum theory, molecular physics and as-
trophysics. Since the early 1950's, Dr. Teller
has been concerned with national defense. He
served as a member of the General Advisory
Committee of the U.S. Atomic Energy Com-
mission (1956 to 1958) and was Chairman of
the first Nuclear Reaction Safeguard Com-
mittee. Dr. Teller also served as Associate Di-
rector at the new Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory from 1954 to 1958 and be-
came Director in 1958.

Edward Teller has earned numerous honors

. the Albert Einstein Award, the Enrico
Fermi Award, the Harvey Prize from the
Technion-Israel Institute, and the National
Medal of Science.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Edward Teller on the occasion of
the 50th anniversary celebration of Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory which he
helped found. We're a better, more scientif-
ically advanced, and safer nation because of
Dr. Teller and his extraordinary accomplish-
ments.
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CARSON’S QUESTION OF
PRIVILEGE

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to voice my strong support of Ms.
CARSON’s resolution and my even stronger
support of Amtrak. As Ms. CARSON'’s resolution
recognizes, Amtrak provided a vital transpor-
tation alternative during the weeks and months
following the attacks of September 11th. The
importance of Amtrak, however, goes far be-
yond simply providing an alternative mode of
transportation in times of crisis. Amtrak serves
more than 500 stations in 46 states, provides
employment to thousands of workers, and pro-
vides a significant economic impact to small
communities throughout the country.

Specifically, in my state of New Mexico the
most recent figures show that New Mexico
Amtrak ridership totaled 95,278 passengers.
Amtrak also employed 63 New Mexicans total-
ing wages of $3.62 million. Three Amtrak
routes run through New Mexico; the South-
west Chief route, the Texas Eagle route, and
the Sunset Limited route. All three of these
lines are of vital importance to the number of
small communities through which they run.
Communities such as Raton, Las Vegas, and
Gallup, all three of which are in the 3d Con-
gressional District, which | represent, depend
heavily on the Amtrak passengers to bring
their dollars to these local economies. Without
Amtrak, these communities would experience
devastating economic hits that would threaten
the very existence of these wonderful places.

That is why it is so important that we pro-
vide Amtrak with the level of funding they
have requested—the level of funding they
deem necessary to maintain and improve their
existing services. The President's request of
$521 million will result in a severe cutback of
Amtrak’s services, which will, in turn, result in
a devastating impact on the communities that
Amtrak currently serves. | urge my colleagues
to not only support Ms. CARSON’s resolution,
but also support an increase to $1.2 billion of
funding for Amtrak.

TRIBUTE TO TAYLOR BOWMAN
HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Taylor Bowman, of Fort Mill, South Caro-
lina, who was named a top youth volunteer
this year by The Prudential Spirit of Commu-
nity Awards, a nationwide program honoring
young people for outstanding acts of vol-
unteerism. The awards program, now in its
seventh year, is conducted by Prudential Fi-
nancial in partnership with the National Asso-
ciation of Secondary School Principals. A
record 28,000 high school and middle level
students submitted applications for this year’s
program.

Taylor, who graduated from Fort Mill High
School this year, developed and led a men-
toring program that paired high school athletes
with potential at-risk students from a local ele-
mentary school.
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When Taylor first began tutoring a new stu-
dent from Puerto Rico in his mother’s third-
grade class, he was reminded of “a turtle with
his head in his shell trying to forget about the
world outside.” But as he worked with him
each week, Taylor said, “I saw the turtle come
out of his shell.”

Soon, other teachers were asking Taylor for
help with their limited-English and academi-
cally challenged students, but he knew he
didn’t have enough time to help everyone. So,
after getting permission from his coach and
the elementary school principal, Taylor re-
cruited 37 members of his high school cross-
country team and other friends to become
mentors, as well. He also applied for grant
money to purchase incentive rewards and
fund a hot dog picnic, Christmas party, and
other activities.

The success of the first year convinced Tay-
lor that other schools could also benefit from
the program, and he began recruiting other
volunteer schools and teams. “It took a lot of
time and effort,” Taylor says, “but it was worth
it. Life is much better when you take time to
help a child.”

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to join the Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Awards in recog-
nizing Taylor Bowman as one of South Caro-
lina’s top youth volunteers.

———————

TRIBUTE TO REV. DONALD F.
DEVOS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the Rev. Donald F.
DeVos, president of the Detroit Rescue Mis-
sion Ministries (DRMM), who peacefully left
this world on Saturday afternoon, September
28, 2002.

Don dedicated his life to serving the least,
the last, and the lost. | witnessed this firsthand
as late as March of this year when | met with
Don in my office. He was here in Washington,
81 years old, resplendent in his attire, walking
the marble halls of Congress strongly advo-
cating on behalf of Michigan’'s at-risk and
abused youth.

Don brought tremendous vision, leadership,
grace and love to his work. He came to the
Mission in 1990 to just “help out” and two
years later he became the organization's
president. When Don arrived, the Mission
quietly operated on a small budget, with few
facilities, and a narrow focus in the city. Under
Don’s strong leadership, the Mission ex-
panded its services and has become the larg-
est provider to the homeless and addicted in
southeast Michigan.

In 1998, Don DeVos was awarded Execu-
tive of the Year by United Way Community
Services. A year earlier, the City of Detroit
awarded the Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries
Agency of the Year. Today, the Mission has
an $8 million budget, operates facilities in 18
locations throughout the Metro area, including
Highland Park and Howell. The Mission suc-
cessfully transforms the lives of gang mem-
bers, drug addicts, prostitutes, juvenile offend-
ers, and the homeless with time-tested, cost-
effective programs, and through the power of
the Living Gospel. The Mission’s programs,
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which include drug treatment, transitional
housing, education, job training, and youth as-
sistance, have a combined success rate of 77
percent.

Don would often say that his most satisfying
moments came when he would meet someone
who held out his or her hand and said, “Mr.
DeVos, | went through your program and it
changed my life!” It occurred at his favorite
lunch spot, Mario’s restaurant; on the street
outside his office on the notorious Cass Cor-
ridor; even the doorman to Don’'s apartment
building was once a Mission resident. This is
Don'’s legacy.

While Don’s energy and inspiration came
from above, the person who gave him daily
encouragement and strength was his beloved
wife, Betty, who passed away last year. Los-
ing his life-long partner was difficult for Don.
Now they are together again.

Don was a graduate of Union High School
in Grand Rapids. After graduating in 1942
from the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago he
served in the U.S. Navy. Beginning in 1944,
Don worked with Christian leaders throughout
the world, including the Rev. Billy Graham, to
found Youth for Christ International and to di-
rect public relations for other faith-based inter-
national organizations, including World Vision
and Global Concern. Before coming to the
Mission, he founded a long-term residential
treatment program in Texas for young sub-
stance abusers that has changed the lives of
thousands of boys and girls.

In Don’s office hangs a beautiful motto that
reads, “The will of God will never lead you
where the grace of God cannot keep you.”
The greatest thing | can say about Don is that
he lived every day of his life by this sacred
promise.

Don DeVos died one year, one month, and
one day after his beloved wife, Betty.

——————

DISSENTING VIEWS ON CONGRES-
SIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMISSION
ON CHINA ANNUAL REPORT

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, the Congressional
Executive Commission on China released its
inaugural report today. | am one of nine com-
missioners from the House. Because of my
concerns that this report inadequately ad-
dresses the Government of China’s continuing
human rights abuses, | could not vote to sup-
port it. | want to share with our colleagues my
dissenting views on the report.

DISSENTING VIEW

While this first report by the Congres-
sional Executive Commission on China
(CECC) contains some worthwhile rec-
ommendations and observations on the con-
tinued human rights abuses in the People’s
Republic of China, I do not believe it suffi-
ciently describes and addresses the degree to
which these human rights abuses can be laid
at the feet of the Government of China.

In a recent letter to all CECC commis-
sioners, human rights advocate Harry Wu
outlined several human rights issues in
China that should have been included or dis-
cussed with more vigor and analysis in this
report. I share in Mr. Wu’s analysis.

For example, the section of the report on
village elections gives the impression that
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