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maddened king stamps his foot, slaves trem-
ble in their quarters. So, it’s hard for me to
say this, but the American way of life is sim-
ply not sustainable. Because it doesn’t ac-
knowledge that there is a world beyond
America.

Fortunately, power has a shelf life. When
the time comes, maybe this mighty empire
will, like others before it, overreach itself
and implode from within. It looks as though
structural cracks have already appeared. As
the war against terror casts its net wider and
wider, America’s corporate heart is hem-
orrhaging. A world run by a handful of
greedy bankers and CEOs whom nobody
elected can’t possibly last.

Soviet-style communism failed, not be-
cause it was intrinsically evil but because it
was flawed. It allowed too few people to
usurp too much power: 21st-century market-
capitalism, American-style, will fail for the
same reasons.

[From The New York Times, Oct. 10, 2002]
CONGRESS MUST RESIST THE RUSH TO WAR
(By Robert C. Byrd)

WASHINGTON.—A sudden appetite for war
with Iraq seems to have consumed the Bush
administration and Congress. The debate
that began in the Senate last week is cen-
tered not on the fundamental and monu-
mental questions of whether and why the
United States should go to war with Iraq,
but rather on the mechanics of how best to
wordsmith the president’s use-of-force reso-
lution in order to give him virtually un-
checked authority to commit the nation’s
military to an unprovoked attack on a sov-
ereign nation.

How have we gotten to this low point in
the history of Congress? Are we too feeble to
resist the demands of a president who is de-
termined to bend the collective will of Con-
gress to his will—a president who is chang-
ing the conventional understanding of the
term ‘‘self-defense’’? And why are we allow-
ing the executive to rush our decision-mak-
ing right before an election? Congress, under
pressure from the executive branch, should
not hand away its Constitutional powers. We
should not hamstring future Congresses by
casting such a shortsighted vote. We owe our
country a due deliberation.

I have listened closely to the president. I
have questioned the members of his war cab-
inet. I have searched for that single piece of
evidence that would convince me that the
president must have in his hands, before the
month is out, open-ended Congressional au-
thorization to deliver an unprovoked attack
on Iraq. I remain unconvinced. The presi-
dent’s case for an unprovoked attack is cir-
cumstantial at best. Saddam Hussein is a
threat, but the threat is not so great that we
must be stamped to provide such authority
to this president just weeks before an elec-
tion.

Why are we being hounded into action on a
resolution that turns over to President Bush
the Congress’s Constitutional power to de-
clare war? This resolution would authorize
the president to use military forces of this
nation wherever, whenever and however he
determines, and for as long as he determines,
if he can somehow make a connection to
Iraq. It is a blank check for the president to
take whatever action he feels ‘‘is necessary
and appropriate in order to defend the na-
tional security of the United States against
the continuing threat posed by Iraq.’” This
broad resolution underwrites, promotes and
endorses the unprecedented Bush doctrine of
preventive war and pre-emptive strikes—de-
tailed in a recent publication, ‘‘National Se-
curity Strategy of the United States”—
against any nation that the president, and
the president alone, determines to be a
threat.
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We are at the gravest of moments. Mem-
bers of Congress must not simply walk away
from their Constitutional responsibilities.
We are the directly elected representatives
of the American people, and the American
people expect us to carry out our duty, not
simply hand it off to this or any other presi-
dent. To do so would be to fail the people we
represent and to fall woefully short of our
sworn oath to support and defend the Con-
stitution.

We may not always be able to avoid war,
particularly if it is thrust upon us, but Con-
gress must not attempt to give away the au-
thority to determine when war is to be de-
clared. We must not allow any president to
unleash the dogs of war at his own discretion
and for an unlimited period of time.

Yet that is what we are being asked to do.
The judgment of history will not be kind to
us if we take this step.

Members of Congress should take time out
and go home to listen to their constituents.
We must not yield to this absurd pressure to
act now, 27 days before an election that will
determine the entire membership of the
House of Representatives and that of a third
of the Senate. Congress should take the time
to hear from the American people, to answer
their remaining questions and to put the
frenzy of ballot-box politics behind us before
we vote. We should hear them well, because
while it is Congress that casts the vote, it is
the American people who will pay for a war
with the lives of their sons and daughters.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. HOSTETTLER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HOSTETTLER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GREEN of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

REVISIONS TO THE 302(a) ALLOCA-
TIONS AND BUDGETARY AGGRE-
GATES ESTABLISHED BY THE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2003

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

October 10, 2002

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, | submit for
printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD revi-
sions to the 302(a) allocations to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations established by H.
Con. Res. 353, the Concurrent Resolution on
the Budget for fiscal year 2003. My authority
to make these adjustments is derived from
sections 201, 204 and 231(c) of the budget
resolution.

As reported to the House, H.R. 5559, the
Department of Transportation and Related
Agencies Appropriations Bill for fiscal year
2003, establishes an obligation limitation for
programs, projects, and activities within the
highway category (as defined by section
251(c)(7)(A) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985). Sec-
tion 204 of H. Con. Res. 353 provides for an
increase in the outlay allocation to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations if: (1) the funds are
distributed according to the formula contained
in section 1102 of the Transportation Equity
Act for the 21st Century, (2) the obligation lim-
itation established by the legislation for such
programs exceeds $23,864,000,000, and (3)
the accompanying increase in outlays does
not exceed $1,180,000,000.

| have reviewed the provisions of H.R. 5559,
and have determined that those conditions
have been met. Accordingly, | am increasing
the fiscal year 2003 outlay allocation to the
House Committee on Appropriations by
$1,180,000,000.

In addition, the conference report on H.R.
5010, the bill making appropriations for the
Department of Defense for fiscal year 2003,
provides new budget authority for operations
of the Department of Defense to prosecute the
war on terrorism. Section 201 of H. Con. Res.
353 provides for an increase in the allocations
and other levels in the budget resolution for
amounts provided for this purpose, subject to
an overall limitation of $10,000,000,000 in new
budget authority and outlays flowing there-
from.

The conference report on the Defense ap-
propriations bill provides additional funds to
prosecute the war on terrorism. Accordingly, |
am increasing the fiscal year 2003 budget au-
thority allocation to the House Committee on
Appropriations by $1,000,000,000, and the
outlay allocation by $743,000,000, which | es-
timate to be the outlays flowing from those ap-
propriations.

The resulting 302(a) allocation for fiscal year
2003 to the House Committee on Appropria-
tions is $749,096,000,000 in new budget au-
thority and $785,191,000,000, in outlays.

CONGRATULATING INDIA ON SUC-
CESSFUL DEMOCRATIC ELEC-
TIONS IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take this opportunity on the
House floor to congratulate India and
its election commission on the success-
ful conclusion of free, fair, and trans-
parent elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir for an 87-member state assembly.

The challenges experienced by can-
didates, political workers, and voters
were extreme in this election. Targeted
violence by terrorists was used as a
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