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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.J. RES. 123, FURTHER CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS, FIS-
CAL YEAR 2003

(Continued) 

However, along comes the Office of 
Management and Budget and based on 
some vague language they derived out 
of section 110 of the CR, misinterpreted 
that law to cut highway funding and 
establish a pro-rata share of only $27.7 
billion, which is $4.1 billion less than 
the fiscal year 2002 funding level. 

This is consistent with the Adminis-
tration’s attempt to cut highway infra-
structure investment as expressed in 
its message to Congress, but it is not 
consistent with Congressional intent. 
It had to be corrected. So the chairman 
of our committee, the gentleman from 
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), and I worked to-
gether to include language in the third 
continuing resolution to reverse the 
OMB interpretation and ensure that 
the Federal-aid highways program obli-
gation limitation be continued at the 
fiscal year 2002 rate, that is, $31.8 bil-
lion, until Congress passes the Trans-
portation Appropriations Conference 
Report. 

Congress, not OMB, makes that de-
termination. Our language did reverse 
the OMB interpretation. So far so good. 

But then along came the House Re-
publican leadership. They insisted on 
some additional language to reintro-
duce the $27.7 billion number of the 
Transportation Appropriation com-
mittee-reported bill. 

Well, a week ago the director of 
OMB, Mitch Daniels, said ‘‘I think $27 
[billion] is the right number’’; but that 
is not what the CR said. So we insisted, 
I think we got OMB’s attention, and 
OMB and the Federal Highway Admin-
istration have now issued guidance to 
States to provide the pro-rata share at 
the $31.8 billion level. Unfortunately, 
that language that the House Repub-
lican leadership insisted on has clouded 
the picture. 

Suffice it to say, I think we have a 
short-term fix that keeps the transpor-
tation program on the level provided 
for in TEA–21 up through, perhaps, Au-
gust of next year. Then the whole pro-
gram will crash back down to the $27.7 
billion level, and States will lose a lot 
of money and a lot of construction 
jobs. 

Now the wish is and the hope is, and 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
PETRI), the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Highways and Transit, 
and I both hope that Congress will 
come to its senses and fix that problem 
between now and then. But the reality 
is that States have to be able to plan 

long term. They cannot plan much 
longer than August of 2003, at which 
time the program crashes back to $27.7 
billion and we lose 195,000 good-paying 
jobs in our economy. 

What is worse is that States now are 
looking ahead and saying I do not 
think we can plan that far ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, we will on our side 
move to defeat the previous question 
and offer an amendment that will fix 
this problem, and we ought to defeat 
the previous question. We ought to 
come back with fixed language that re-
stores the total intent of TEA–21 and 
keep our transportation programs on 
schedule. These are Highway Trust 
Fund dollars. These are monies that 
could be set aside in the guaranteed ac-
count. They will help lift this economy 
up; and if Members believe in transpor-
tation and are sick of sitting in traffic 
congestion and believe in moving 
America forward, then they need to de-
feat the previous question and restore 
those dollars now, rather than waiting 
for some future point next year when 
we may or may not be able to restore 
the $31.8 billion. This provides short-
term benefit, and long-term uncer-
tainty which is bad for highway pro-
grams, bad for transportation pro-
grams, bad for American jobs.
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