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A native of Eastern Kentucky, Judge Stew-
art grew up on a hillside farm in Knott County.
As a youth, he labored alongside his father in
the log woods and lumber industry. Never one
to shy away from hard work, he used his
knowledge of the lumber industry to pay his
way through college. After graduating from
Morehead State University, he went on to lead
a successful professional career that has in-
cluded working as a Juvenile Probation Offi-
cer, Assistant Director of the Northeast Ken-
tucky Area Development Council, Executive
Director of Gateway Community Services, and
President of a construction company. He also
served as a member of a number of civic and
professional boards and was a member of the
Morgan County School Board for four years.

Sworn into office on January 6, 1986, Sid
Stewart has worked tirelessly to improve the
lives of the people in Morgan County. As a
lifelong resident of Eastern Kentucky, he has
a personal interest in the well being and pros-
perity of the region and understands the chal-
lenges and needs facing the residents of the
area. During his time in office, Judge Stewart
has focused his efforts on lifting up the people
of his community. He has worked with local,
state and federal officials on a variety of initia-
tives aiming to boost the local economy, cre-
ate new jobs and enhance public services.
Without the determination and vision of Judge
Stewart, these initiatives would not be pos-
sible.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleagues
and myself, | want to thank my friend Judge
Stewart for the time and effort he has put into
the lives of others. Although his time in public
office is drawing to a close, | know the people
of Morgan County will continue to benefit from
his contributions for many years to come.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
next week following the NATO conference in
Prague, President Bush is scheduled to meet
with President Putin in St. Petersburg, Russia.
It is expected that the two leaders will discuss
such vital issues as the war against terrorism,
the policies in Iraq, safeguards against weap-
ons of mass destruction, and expanded en-
ergy cooperation between the United States
and Russia. | would urge Mr. Bush to include
on the agenda the continuing conflict in
Chechnya.

At this time, the Russian Government and
its people are still recovering from the horrific
events of last month, when a group of armed
Chechen terrorists seized approximately 700
hostages in a Moscow theater and threatened
them with execution if the Putin Administration
did not withdraw its forces from Chechnya.
After three days of terror, Russian special
forces captured the theater, apparently killing
all the terrorists. In the preliminary gas attack
to neutralize the terrorists, over one hundred
hostages lost their lives. This terrorist attack
was appropriately condemned by the Bush
Administration, and we all sympathize with the
innocent victims of this attack.

But, Mr. Speaker, this does not mean that
we should not step back and seriously exam-
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ine the circumstances that have driven some
elements of the Chechen resistance to such
suicidal extremes.

Perhaps it is because the Russian military,
in its drive to suppress Chechen separatism,
has employed means which virtually guaran-
teed to drive a despairing civilian population
into the arms of a radicalized resistance. In
the three and a half years since the war re-
ignited when Chechen militants invaded neigh-
boring Dagestan, the Russian military has em-
barked on a campaign of carnage, destruction,
and looting against the civilian population.
There are credible and ongoing reports of
atrocities committed by members of the Rus-
sian  military—indiscriminate  shelling and
bombing, murder, assault, rape, torture, ar-
rests “disappearances,” kidnaping and holding
civilians for ransom. It is imperative that mili-
tary personnel who commit such egregious
human rights violations face criminal charges
but the Russian military and judicial system
has yet to demonstrate its commitment to
bring such criminal actions to account.

Nor should we have any illusions about
some elements among the Chechen fighters,
who have murdered hostages, kidnapped civil-
ians for ransom and used them as shields dur-
ing combat operations, and embarked on a
campaign of assassination against fellow
Chechens who work for the Russian civil gov-
ernment in Chechnya. And, as Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary of State Steve Pifer testified be-
fore the Helsinki Commission, “We have seen
evidence of individuals or certain factions in
Chechnya who are linked to international ter-
rorist elements including Al Qaeda.” Without a
doubt, war criminals and terrorists should be
brought to justice, wherever they are and
whomever they serve.

In the wake of the attack on the theater in
Moscow, President Putin has hardened an al-
ready uncompromising position against the
Chechen fighters. But, it should be clear that
the Russian scorched-earth policy against
Chechnya and the Chechen people is not
bringing peace to the region. Rather, such
policies are sowing the dragon’s teeth of ha-
tred and conflict for generations to come.

The distinguished Newsweek commentator
Fareed Zakaria recently wrote: Terrorism is
bad, but those fighting terror can be very
nasty, too. And the manner in which they fight
can make things much, much worse. It is a
lesson we had better learn fast because from
Egypt to Pakistan to Indonesia, governments
around the world are heightening their repres-
sion and then selling it to Washington as part
of the war on terror. Russian officials called
the Chechen fighters “rebels” or “bandits”
until recently. Now they are all “international
Islamic terrorists.”

Secretary of State Colin Powell continues to
call for the observation of human rights and a
political settlement in Chechnya, while consist-
ently and properly supporting Russia’s terri-
torial integrity. But as the Danish Foreign Min-
ister, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, recently
summed up the issue, “We, of course, support
Russia in the fight against terrorism ... but it is
not a long-term solution to the Chechnya prob-
lem to launch a military action and bomb the
country to pieces.”

In addition, the war in Chechnya has af-
fected thousands of refugees, who have fled
the constant carnage. In September of this
year, | and 10 other colleagues from both the
House and Senate wrote President Putin re-
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garding the plight of the internally displaced
persons escaping Chechnya to the neigh-
boring province of Ingushetia. We urged the
president to resist the forcible return of inter-
nally displaced persons seeking refuge in
Ingushetia, elsewhere in the Russian Federa-
tion, or to any location where the security situ-
ation is unstable and proper housing unavail-
able. However, | have recently learned of 300
Chechen families who are currently facing ex-
pulsion from Ingushetia and are seeking ref-
ugee status in Kazakhstan. | hope the Russian
Government will not expel these individuals,
but instead will take all possible actions to al-
leviate the situation for the many innocent vic-
tims of the brutal violence.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly urge President Bush
to include these important issues in his talks
with President Putin when they meet in St. Pe-
tersburg.

———————
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. John Jordan “Buck”
O'Neil, a man some call “Mr. Kansas City.”
“Buck” is a man who has come to embody the
ideals we share as a nation. As he celebrates
his 91st birthday on November 13, 2002, | am
proud and honored to celebrate his lifetime of
achievement as our hometown hero.

John Jordan “Buck” O’Neil was born No-
vember 13, 1911 in Carrabelle, Florida. He de-
veloped a love of baseball at an early age and
his father nicknamed him “Buck” after the co-
owner of the Miami Giants, Buck O’Neal.
Though a segregated America denied Buck
the opportunity to grace the diamonds of the
Major Leagues as a player, he was able to
showcase his unmatched talent with the Kan-
sas City Monarchs of the Negro Leagues. He
joined the Monarchs in 1938, and played for
them until 1943, at which time he went to
serve his country in World War Il. Recognizing
his patriotic responsibility to our country, he
entered the United States Navy and was sta-
tioned in the Philippines from 1943 until his
discharge in 1946. Buck was named player/
manager for the Monarchs in 1948 and contin-
ued his association with the team through the
end of the 1955 season.

As a player, Buck had a career batting aver-
age of .288, including four .300-plus seasons
at the plate, and led the Kansas City Mon-
archs to victory in the 1942 Negro World Se-
ries. After 12 years as a player, Buck changed
hats and managed the Monarchs to four more
league titles in six years. Following his career
with the Kansas City Monarchs, Buck joined
the major leagues as a scout for the Chicago
Cubs. In 1962 the Chicago Cubs made him
the first African American to coach in the Ma-
jors. Buck is credited with signing Hall of
Fame baseball greats Ernie Banks and Lou
Brock to their first professional contracts, and
is acknowledged to have sent more Negro
League athletes to the all white major leagues
than any other man in baseball history.

Today he serves as the Board Chairman for
the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kan-
sas City and spends his time promoting the
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