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state ought to play in the new system
and whether or not the system should
be privatized. Their great national de-
bate is quite akin to the current pre-
scription drug and Medicare debate in
the U.S.

Clearly, Slovenia has made great
strides in constructing a thriving
democratic government, ready to meet
the challenges and demands of the 21st
century. It is very impressive that the
Slovenian people and their duly elected
government have accomplished all this
in a mere 12 years. The values and prin-
ciples upon which their nation has been
founded are many of the same values
and principles that we have come to
cherish in our own Government and to
champion throughout the world. We
should embrace our Slovenian brothers
and sisters and invite them into the
NATO fold this November.

————

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
DOUBLING ACT

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
am delighted that Congress passed the
National Science Foundation Doubling
Act last week. I have been working for
quite some time to increase basic re-
search funding at the National Science
Foundation. Passing this bill at such a
critical time for our economy is ex-
tremely important, since investing in
science and technology is one of the
best ways to ensure long-term growth.

I am particularly pleased at the in-
clusion of two programs I authored, the
Math and Science Partnership Program
and the Robert Noyce Scholarship Pro-
gram, that I separately proposed in
freestanding legislation. Each program
is an investment designed to strength-
en and improve math and science edu-
cation at elementary and secondary
schools.

The Math and Science Partnership
Program has strong bipartisan support,
and President Bush requested and re-
ceived funding in last year’s appropria-
tion bill to jump start this important
program. The Math and Science Part-
nership program’s inclusion in the re-
authorization bill is important to pro-
vide both policy guidance and a long-
term commitment to the program.
This legislation provides increasing
funding for math and science partner-
ships for five years, with a specific rec-
ommendation of $900 million for the
first 3 years.

These grants will be awarded to uni-
versities, businesses, and State agen-
cies to coordinate activities in math
and science education for elementary
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and secondary school students. For ex-
ample, funding could be given to a uni-
versity which is working with a local
business to offer workshops to kinder-
garten through 12th grade teachers,
giving them new ideas for teaching
science and math classes. Since intro-
ducing this initiative, I have visited
many West Virginia classrooms, and
teachers are excited about the poten-
tial for this program. Teachers are
eager to partner with engineers and
scientists from business and academia
to engage students in high quality
science and math programs.

The Robert Noyce Scholarship Pro-
gram will similarly take a big step to-
ward improving math and science edu-
cation in schools. By awarding college
scholarships in exchange for a promise
from leading college students to teach
in disadvantaged elementary and sec-
ondary schools, this program is in-
tended to attract the most motivated
students into the teaching profession.
This NSF bill provides funding for the
Noyce program for 5 years, with a rec-
ommendation of $60 million for the
first 3 years.

Together, the Math and Science
Partnership Program and the Noyce
Scholarship Program will help the
country in many ways. Promoting
math and science education for our
children is the most important invest-
ment we can make for the future of
science and technology in the United
States. I truly appreciate the bipar-
tisan support for these incentives. I
particularly want to acknowledge the
extraordinary leadership of House
Science Committee Chairman
SHERWOOD BOEHLERT, who introduced
the companion bill in the House and
has been an ally for many years on
science and education issues.

In addition to bolstering elementary
and secondary math and science edu-
cation, this bill also strives to stimu-
late scientific research throughout the
country with the Experimental Pro-
gram to Stimulate Competitive Re-
search, EPSCoR. This program targets
States, like West Virginia, that have
historically had low amounts of science
and technology research, and uses a
State’s own science and technology re-
sources to promote economic develop-
ment.

Under EPSCoR, disadvantaged states
still must develop competitive pro-
posals that pass peer review standards
at NSF, but states do get assistance to
become competitive and develop their
research capacity. It is essential to en-
courage many states to invest in re-
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search. For many years, I have worked
closely with the West Virginia EPSCoR
program, and I am proud of its work. I
know that this program has helped to
leverage research and investment in
our State. It has also helped to pro-
mote partnerships within our state
universities and colleges, which is
vital.

With this NSF bill, EPSCoR is a de-
clared priority for NSF. Helping West
Virginia and other states become com-
petitive in first class research helps the
individual States and our country as a
whole.

Overall, the most important part of
this legislation is the plan to double
the NSF budget over the next 5 years,
with the increases in the fourth and
fifth year contingent on NSF meeting
performance measures. This increase in
funding will increase the length and
amount of all research grants funded
through NSF, giving researchers a bet-
ter opportunity to conduct more in-
depth studies and concentrate on dis-
covery rather than grant proposals.

These types of grants are essential to
technological and scientific advance-
ments, which are the engines for long-
term economic prosperity. Indeed, real-
izing the vital role that NSF plays in
the economy’s long-term health, some
have called for a tripling of the NSF
budget. Many of the discoveries cur-
rently occurring in other fields, includ-
ing health care, are linked to the basic
research in math, computing, and
science that is supported by the NSF.
By seeking to increase the agency’s
budget, the Congress has helped to en-
sure that the United States remains
the world’s leader in science and tech-
nology research and development.

Once again, I am proud that Congress
has passed this valuable, bipartisan
legislation, and I look forward to its
approval by President Bush.

———

THE SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAM
PROTECTION ACT OF 2002

Mr. BAUCUS. As I promised when I
spoke yesterday during floor action on
the Social Security Protection Act of
2002—H.R. 4070, as amended—I am now
submitting an unofficial cost estimate
from the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office for that bill.

I ask unanimous consent that it be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

PRELIMINARY CBO ESTIMATE OF THE BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF H.R. 4070, THE SOCIAL SECURITY PROTECTION ACT OF 2002

[* * * Preliminary and Unofficial * * * (Tentative conference)]
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