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Mr. MCCONNELL. The Senator from 

Vermont is correct, and I thank him 
for this useful exchange. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that all first-degree 
amendments to H.J. Res. 2 be filed at 
the desk by 6 p.m. on Tuesday, January 
21, with the exception of the managers’ 
amendments which are cleared by both 
managers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

TRIBUTE TO PETER ARAPIS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, Peter 
Arapis, Jr. was born in Nevada at the 
Las Vegas Hospital Clinic on 8th 
Street. His father, Peter Arapis, Sr., 
was born in Greece and was heavily in-
volved in the Las Vegas Greek commu-
nity throughout his life. Peter Arapis, 
Sr. was the Head Chef at the Nevada 
Test Site for many years beginning in 
the early 1950s. Peter Arapis, Sr. was 
active in the election of Michael 
O’Callaghan as the Governor of Nevada 
in 1970. He always helped me whenever 
I ran for public office. 

It was probably due to his father’s in-
volvement in politics that Peter 
Arapis, Jr. was quickly drawn in as 
well. As a student at Rancho High 
School, Peter volunteered to walk the 
neighborhoods, hanging campaign in-
formation on doors. All Peter’s hard 
work paid off because O’Callaghan was 
elected as Governor, and I was elected 
as Lieutenant Governor. Little did I 
know that Peter would one day become 
an invaluable member of my senior 
staff and a trusted friend. 

After graduating from Rancho High 
School in Las Vegas, NV, Peter worked 
as a car valet for a few years before at-
tending college at UNLV. In 1985, he re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science. This same year, Peter was the 
recipient of the L.B.J. Scholarship 
which afforded him the opportunity to 
come and work in my office in the 
House of Representatives as a congres-
sional fellow. This is when Peter got 
his first taste of politics on Capitol 
Hill. 

Thereafter, Peter returned to Las 
Vegas and worked as part of my cam-
paign staff the first time I ran for the 
U.S. Senate. In 1986, I was fortunate to 

be elected to serve my first term in the 
Senate, and from that date until now, 
Peter has been an indispensable part of 
my team. 

One of Peter’s first lessons in Nevada 
politics came shortly after my first 
Senatorial campaign. He was hiking in 
Nevada, east of Ely in White Pine 
County, and planning to camp up on 
top of Mt. Moriah. Mt. Moriah had a 
wilderness area at the top whose pres-
ervation had been an issue during the 
campaign. While hiking, Peter was 
confronted by ranchers who were try-
ing to keep people off the mountain. 
They made it quite clear to him that 
no one was welcome on the mountain. 
Unbeknown to Peter, the ranchers were 
the very same ranchers that had been 
extremely cooperative with respect to 
the wilderness issue during the cam-
paign. Reason being, the ranchers were 
mountain lion hunting guides, and 
they had surrounded the entire moun-
tain. The only way to get to the roads 
to gain access to the wilderness area up 
on top was to cross over their private 
property. By surrounding the mountain 
they had in essence turned the wilder-
ness area into their own private prop-
erty to help their guide service flour-
ish. Peter later made the connection. 

After working on the 1986 election, 
Peter earned a master’s degree in Po-
litical Science from UNLV in 1987 
where he also served as a teaching as-
sistant. 

Over the years, Peter has held nearly 
every position in my office. He worked 
for 4 years, 1987 to 1991, in my Las 
Vegas office as a state representative. 
In 1992, he decided that he wanted to 
return to Washington, DC, and he came 
to work as a Legislative Assistant re-
sponsible for Appropriations for Energy 
and Water, Interior and Related Agen-
cies, Commerce-Justice-State, and 
Military Construction. Shortly there-
after, he served as a Deputy Legislative 
Director. 

Peter returned to Nevada to work as 
a deputy campaign manager in my 1998 
Senate race. He was a vital part of my 
team in a very close re-election. Real-
izing that he had caught the ‘‘Potomac 
Fever,’’ and having met Lynn Breaux 
at her restaurant, the famous Tunni 
Cliffs Tavern, Peter once again re-
turned to Washington, DC. 

From 1999 to today, Peter has dili-
gently worked for me as my floor man-
ager and senior policy adviser, aiding 
me daily in my capacity as Democratic 
whip. I am thankful to have had such a 
loyal and dedicated employee, but 
more importantly, I am thankful that I 
can call him my friend. 

I say to Peter: Good luck, I will miss 
you, but always remember you are a 
Nevadan.

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2001 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. In the last Congress 
Senator KENNEDY and I introduced the 

Local Law Enforcement Act, a bill that 
would add new categories to current 
hate crimes law, sending a signal that 
violence of any kind is unacceptable in 
our society. 

I would like to describe a terrible 
crime that occurred October 6, 2001 in 
Topeka, KS. A 21 year-old man from 
Bangladesh was attacked in a conven-
ience store. Police say that the victim 
entered the store when three men 
began asking him questions about his 
national origin and religion. One of the 
men used a racial slur and then started 
punching the victim. The victim was 
treated at a local hospital for injuries 
sustained during the attack. 

I believe that government’s first duty 
is to defend its citizens, to defend them 
against the harms that come out of 
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well.

f 

A REPORT CARD ON STATE GUN 
SAFETY LAWS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, this week 
the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
Violence, in partnership with the Mil-
lion Mom March and State gun safety 
groups, released its 6th Annual Report 
Card on State Gun Laws Protecting 
Children. According to the report, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention data showed a welcome de-
crease in the number of children killed 
by guns. However, children continue to 
be at great risk from gun violence. 

The Brady Campaign State Report 
Cards evaluate each State on several 
criteria: Does the State have juvenile 
possession laws or juvenile sale and 
transfer laws? Does the State have 
child access prevention laws? Does the 
State have gun safety lock and safer 
design standards? Does the State allow 
cities to regulate guns? Does the State 
provide secondary private sales back-
ground checks? Does the State have 
carrying concealed weapons laws? In 
addition to these criteria, States can 
also receive extra credit and/or demer-
its for a variety of gun safety measures 
such as permits for handguns. 

This year, according to the Brady 
Campaign, 11 States were awarded Sen-
sible Safety Stars. These States re-
sisted efforts to weaken gun safety 
laws and/or enacted gun safety laws 
that protect children from guns. I am 
disappointed to report that my home 
State of Michigan was not among 
them. 

According to the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms and the Brady 
Campaign, seven states, all of whom re-
ceived poor grades, were major sources 
of crime guns. Further, the ATF found 
that gun traffickers seek out States 
that allow criminals to purchase fire-
arms without background checks at 
gun shows. 

The Congress has the ability to pass 
legislation that will further reduce 
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