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Where we have budget deficits that are
rising, we need to get those down and
to use every tool we have at our dis-
posal to be able to keep those budget
deficits down as efficiently and effec-
tively as we possibly can.

This amendment would prevent im-
proving the performance of the Govern-
ment’s many commercial activities.
We certainly do not need to do that.
The amendment goes against the con-
gressionally mandated findings of the
Commercial Activities Panel which
unanimously adopted the principle of
competition.

Competition has been good in this
country. It is the basis for what our
economy is—so that things can grow
based on competition.

For those reasons, I will oppose the
Senator’s amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has used his time.

Mr. BROWNBACK. I yield the floor.

Mr. THOMAS. Our time has expired,
Mr. President. I thank the Chair for
the opportunity to express these views.
I urge that Members vote against this
amendment when it comes before the
Senate.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has yielded back his time.

Mr. THOMAS. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

MAKING FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2003

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
resume consideration of H.J. Res. 2,
which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 2) making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2003, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Feingold Amendment No. 200, to restrict
funds made available for IMET assistance for
Indonesian military personnel to ‘‘Expanded
International Military Education and Train-
ing”’ assistance unless certain conditions are
met.

Mikulski Amendment No. 61, to prohibit
funds to be used to establish, apply, or en-
force certain goals relating to Federal em-
ployees and public-private competitions or
workforce conversions.

Murray Amendment No. 39, to provide
funding for the community access program.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 200

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise
today in strong opposition to the Fein-
gold amendment. The Feingold amend-
ment, as my colleagues probably know,
deals with Indonesia and makes not too
subtle suggestions about evil doings
and suggests that we can only work
with them in certain circumstances. As
one who has traveled frequently to
that region, I am very much disturbed
by the intent and the apparent direc-
tion of this amendment.

It is very clear to the Government of
Indonesia and its people that there is a
legitimate terrorism threat in that
country today. The tragic bombing in
Bali, a major international tourist des-
tination and the source of essential
revenue in the country, brought the re-
ality of terrorism squarely on the
heads of the Indonesian Government.
This is a country which, if super-
imposed geographically on the United
States, would extend from San Fran-
cisco to Bermuda. It is the fourth larg-
est country in the world, with the larg-
est Muslim population in the world. It
is also, unfortunately, home to many
elements of al-Qaida and Jamaah
Islamiyah, another Islamic terrorist
group.

The tragic bombing in Bali, with al-
most 300 people killed, has brought
home to that country the real threat of
terrorism, and they are taking that
threat seriously.

I have talked with our resources in
the area, our embassies. I have talked
with neighboring countries that are
very much concerned about the future
of Indonesia. We believe they are per-
forming a credible and thorough inves-
tigation of the bombing. Arrests have
been made. But the investigation con-
tinues and the Government is com-
mitted to arresting all those involved.

Indonesia is a majority Muslim na-
tion. Many of its citizens, regrettably,
hear continually from extreme ele-
ments within the country that the
United States is targeting Muslims and
is anti-Islam. This creates a very dif-
ficult political climate for the coun-
try’s moderate Muslim President. She
is one who has visited this country. I
have met with her on a number of occa-
sions, and I know she understands the
importance of our relationship and the
importance of their efforts against ter-
rorism.

The country is making an effort now
to investigate the terrorists who com-
mitted the bombing, to control the ter-
rorism problem, and to strengthen the
military.

I ask, Is this the best we can offer in
the Senate to encourage cooperation
between the two countries, to pursue a
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warmed-over agenda, to embarrass the
military because some activist groups
are not satisfied with the results of the
tribunals that investigated the out-
rages in East Timor?

This is a time when we in the United
States have to be serious about our re-
lationship with moderate Muslim na-
tions. We need to support the people
within these countries who are resist-
ing the extremists. It is a tremendous
challenge for them to stand up to ex-
treme voices. We should be supportive.
We ought not to be sticking a finger in
their eye. We ought not to be gratu-
itously slapping them in the face.

In the case of Indonesia, we should
encourage strengthening those institu-
tions which the Government will rely
on to investigate terrorism, apprehend
terrorists, and prevent further attacks.
In Indonesia, the only institution with
that capacity is the military.

I have talked with our Secretary of
State and our Secretary of Defense,
and I have asked them what we can do
to improve our relations with Indo-
nesia to assure they have the strength
to resist terrorism and to provide their
share of the role in the international
battle against terrorism.

What they have said, quite frankly,
to bipartisan groups in front of them is
to stop congressional interference and
slurs on the Indonesia military. Unfor-
tunately, rather than moving in a sen-
sible direction to encourage military-
to-military contact, to take actions to
raise the standards of their military to
levels we are comfortable with and to
promote relationships between officers,
we would, by adopting this measure,
pursue a course that insults the people,
strains relations, and will aid the ex-
tremist elements in their efforts to de-
monize the United States.

This may be presented as a harmless
amendment, one that can be satisfied
easily by us and the Indonesians, but
those people are our friends. Our allies
in Southeast Asia take note of what we
do; they hear our message. What we
pass is loud, and it is clear; it reso-
nates. It is not only a bad idea, it is
dangerous.

We need to stand up and support our
friends, especially in these challenging
times. As I have met with friendly na-
tions in Southeast Asia, they have
been dumbfounded that we continue to
insult, denigrate, and downgrade Indo-
nesia. We should be supporting them.

This amendment is not grounded in
legitimate policy concerns but, rather,
in an ongoing interest by some to
refight the East Timor battle year in
and year out, despite the fact that East
Timor is now an independent country.
It is hollow all the way through.

I urge my colleagues to join with me
in defeating this amendment, to send
the message that we will support mod-
erate Islam countries, struggling de-
mocracies trying to fight terrorism.

I thank the managers and yield the
floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.
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