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Under Admiral Davis’ watch, Team Sub-
marine has delivered two Seawolf class sub-
marines and redesigned a third to expand its
mission capabilities; started construction of
four Virginia class submarines; and brought
the transformational SSGN program from con-
cept to full up-and-running program in two
years time. He has also overseen the overhaul
of over one-third of our submarine fleet, and
directed the modernization of submarine war-
fare systems with economical and easily
upgradeable commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS)-
based units. Additionally, Admiral Davis has
acted as an emissary to allied nations, most
notably Australia, and he has helped forge
strong relationships with friendly navies to en-
hance U.S. national security.

Admiral Davis began his Navy career in
1964 when he entered the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. Upon his graduation from Annapolis in
1968, Admiral Davis entered the Naval Post-
graduate School, where he earned a Master of
Science degree in 1969.

Following nuclear power training, Admiral
Davis held many critical assignments. He
served on the USS Pogy (SSN 647) and the
USS Daniel Webster (SSBN 626). He also
served as the department head and post de-
partment head detailer in the Submarine Offi-
cer Assignment Office of the Bureau of Naval
Personnel. He subsequently returned to sea
duty as Executive Officer of the USS Memphis
(SSN 691) and later, as Commanding Officer
of the USS Jacksonville (SSN 699), which de-
ployed to the Atlantic, Mediterranean, and In-
dian Oceans. He went on to serve as Deputy
Commander of Submarine Squadron Six, dur-
ing which he also served as Commanding Of-
ficer of the USS Glendard P. Lipscomb (SSN
685) for three months during a Mediterranean
deployment.

From 1989 to 1991, Admiral Davis served
as Head, Undersea, and Arctic Warfare
Branch in the Office of the Chief of Naval Op-
erations. Following completion of the Program
Managers Course at the Defense Systems
Management College in 1991, he became the
Director of Advanced Submarine Research
and Development. In September 1992, Admi-
ral Davis became Program Manager of the
MK48 ADCAP Advanced Capability Torpedo
Program. In July 1996, Admiral Davis became
Program Manager for the Undersea Weapons
Program Office.

Admiral Davis was selected to Flag rank in
1996. In December 1996 he became the Di-
rector, Submarine Technology at Naval Sea
Systems Command. In August 1997 he was
assigned to his current post of Program Exec-
utive Office, Submarines. In October 1998 he
assumed additional duties as Deputy Com-
mander, Submarines.

Admiral Davis was promoted to Rear Admi-
ral (Upper Half) in 1999. He has received nu-
merous military awards including the Legion of
Merit with two Gold Stars and the Meritorious
Service Medal with one Gold Star.

Mr. Speaker, for 35 years the Department of
the Navy, the Congress, and the American
people have been well served by this dedi-
cated naval officer. Admiral Davis has been in-
strumental in ensuring that the U.S. submarine
force is, and will remain, the world’s most pre-
eminent submarine force in the 21st Century.
Thus, he leaves an enduring legacy.

| am honored to rise today to express ap-
preciation to Admiral Davis for his outstanding
service to the nation. | also want to recognize
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his wife Nancy and his daughters Kate and
Tricia for their loyalty and support, which are
so necessary in the life of a career naval offi-
cer.

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues join me
in wishing Rear Admiral Davis “fair winds and
following seas” as he concludes a most hon-
orable and distinguished career.

———
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Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of 10-year-old Whitney Weldon of
Westfield, New Jersey. Whitney is a wonder-
ful, happy, and active child who was diag-
nosed in April 2001 with a disease called
Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva (FOP).

FOP is a rare genetic disorder in which
bone forms in muscles, tendons, ligaments
and other connective tissues forming a second
skeleton that immobilizes the joints of the
body. With so few people afflicted by the dis-
ease, there is little attention being paid to this
illness.

For the past fifteen months, Gary Whyte, of
Mountainside, New Jersey, has been going
non-stop, doing everything he can, to raise
awareness and help spread news about FOP
through countless efforts speaking before
clubs, churches, synagogues and organiza-
tions and hosting events to raise money for
the Weldon FOP Research Fund.

Mr. Speaker, | stand before you on behalf of
Whitney Weldon and the 200 other Americans
suffering from FOP to praise the efforts of
these dedicated people who are staging a
campaign to increase awareness of and find a
cure for a disease that few people know
about. Gary has shown that education about
FOP is the first step toward working to get a
cure. Little by little, with more awareness
comes more action.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO BAN HOUSING DISCRIMINA-
TION AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE
MILITARY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2003

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to call to
the attention of my colleagues a bill | have in-
troduced today to prohibit discrimination in the
rental of housing to members of the armed
forces.

It has been reported in the press that man-
agers of certain apartment properties in my
home state of New York have required renters
to sign an affidavit stating that they are not in
the military. This practice, aimed at members
of the armed forces who might be called off to
war, is an outrageous form of discrimination,
particularly at a time when young Americans
are on their way overseas to defend our coun-
try.

This legislation is meant as a deterrent to
this kind of practice by any landlord or prop-
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erty management company anywhere in the
country. The bill would make it a federal crime
to discriminate in rentals to members of the
armed forces with a penalty of up to a year
imprisonment.

The reason mentioned for requiring the affi-
davit is to relieve landlords of the potential
need to seek court orders to evict military fam-
ilies who may have defaulted on their rent.

| have never before heard this concern
raised by a landlord. But the bottom line is
that discrimination against individuals or an
entire class of people cannot be defended
under any circumstance. In New York City,
this practice is already outlawed under local
anti-discrimination laws. However, there re-
mains a glaring absence in federal and state
law of the protections provided for in my bill,
thus leaving members of the military in most
of New York State and the rest of the country
vulnerable.

At this time of crisis in our country, in which
we are asking so much of our military, the
governing principle should be one of shared
sacrifice—and certainly not discrimination.

————

TRIBUTE TO LAURA KENT
DONAHUE

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2003

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Laura Kent Donahue who has dedicated
her life to serving the people of western llli-
nois.

Laura had the privilege of serving in the
same area her mother, Mary Lou Kent, rep-
resented. She began her legislative service in
the State Senate in 1981.

She was appointed an Assistant Majority
Leader in the lllinois State Senate in 1997
after serving as Majority Caucus Chairman for
four years.

As a lawmaker, Laura secured nearly $1 bil-
lion for road and bridge improvements in her
district since 1981.

Her dedication to improving the funding
process for downstate nursing homes and
hospitals has earned her numerous legislative
awards from the lllinois Association of Homes
for the Aging, the lllinois Hospital Association,
the lllinois Association of Rehabilitation Facili-
ties and the lllinois Healthcare Association.

She has devoted much of her time and en-
ergy toward finding a resolution to the edu-
cation funding issue in lllinois.

Laura was instrumental in bringing a juve-
nile prison facility to Rushville, adult prison fa-
cilities to Mt. Sterling and Canton and work
camps to Clayton and Pittsfield.

She is a member of the Vermont Street
Methodist Church in Quincy.

She is a member of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, the Lincoln Club of
Adams County and the PEO Chapter MK.

She graduated with a bachelor's degree
from Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri.

She is respected by her colleagues from
both political parties for her honesty and integ-
rity.

Laura will be remembered as a Senator who
took her responsibility as an advocate for her
district seriously.

Therefore we recognize Laura Kent
Donahue for her accomplishments as she
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