H396

guard against the erosion of the impor-
tant principles that are turning lives
around in cities, counties and States
from north to south, ocean to ocean.

Specifically, we have to promote
work to foster independence; improve
young lives by lifting children from the
grip of poverty; strengthen families by
fostering respect for the institution of
marriage; and finally, to boost the for-
tunes of every single American by
unleashing a broad economic expansion
that will spread opportunity to every
willing worker.

Mr. Speaker, that is our dream for
the people of this country, fulfilling

America’s promise for every man,
woman and child.

————
SUPPORT DEMOCRATIC SUB-
STITUTE OF H.R. 4, PERSONAL
RESPONSIBILITY, WORK  AND

FAMILY PROMOTION ACT OF 2003

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
comment on H.R. 4, the Personal Re-
sponsibility, Work, and Family Pro-
motion Act of 2003 and to voice my sup-
port for the Democratic substitute.

The Republican bill is an unfunded
mandate for the States. H.R. 4 will cost
the States a total of $11.1 billion, with
my State, California, being hit the
hardest with almost $2.5 billion.

In contrast, the Democratic bill prop-
erly funds employment services and
quality child care for families. The
Democratic bill would replace the cur-
rent caseload reduction credit with an
employment credit, which means we
would reward States for moving people
into jobs, not just off the welfare rolls.

Finally, the Democratic proposal en-
sures fairness for legal immigrant fam-
ilies. It removes the 5-year ban on
States to help legal immigrants with
Federal TANF funds, Medicaid services
for pregnant women and children, and
SSI benefits for disabled children.

Mr. Speaker, speaking as a daughter
of immigrants who are now U.S. citi-
zens, it is un-American to enact laws
that discriminate against those who
come here legally looking for a chance
to start a new life.

——————

CONGRATULATING ELDER HIGH
SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, on the
blustery, frigid evening of November
30, 2002, the Elder High School football
team made their championship dreams
a reality. The Elder Panthers overcame
the weather, a 4-hour bus ride, and a
spirited Warren Harding team to re-
turn the Ohio State football champion-
ship to Cincinnati for the first time
since Princeton High School won in
1987.
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Thousands of Elder faithful flocked
to Fawcett Stadium to urge the Pan-
thers to victory. Those who could not
make the cross-State trip sat glued to
their TVs, hanging onto every play.
From the opening kickoff to the game-
saving defensive stand, fans were
thrilled by the championship effort and
heart displayed by the young men from
Elder.

Mr. Speaker, Elder’s hard-fought and
inspiring victory has brought pride and
honor to Price Hill, and to our entire
community. Football fans throughout
the Cincinnati area congratulate the
Panthers and share in their celebra-
tion. As a former LaSalle Lancer my-
self, let me conclude by saying, Go
Panthers.

————
RESOLUTION OF INQUIRY

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, this
morning | will be introducing a resolu-
tion of inquiry which demands the
President transmit to the House of
Representatives the complete Iragqi
declaration on its weapons of mass de-
struction, that was provided to the
United Nations on December 7, 2002.

If the administration is intent on
taking this country into a war, | be-
lieve it is incumbent upon them to
make the document which was por-
trayed as evidence of an lIraqi threat
available for all to evaluate. As of
today, neither Congress nor the media
nor the American people have seen the
full lraqi declaration of weapons of
mass destruction. Instead, we have
only heard interpretations of the docu-
ment from the White House and the
United Nations.

Let the American people and we,
their elected Representatives, who
under our Constitution have the power
to declare war, determine the justifica-
tion for war, let the primary docu-
ments be transmitted in their complete
and unedited form and be brought to
the light of day.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
have the right to see this information.
Congress has the right to see this infor-
mation, and the administration has an
obligation to show it before sending
any of our sons and daughters into bat-
tle.

——
DERAIL AMTRAK FUNDING

(Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to bring to the at-
tention of my colleagues a grave error
| feel is being made in the negotiations
of the Omnibus Appropriations Act.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to
go to their computers, check a travel
Web site or call their travel agent and
find out how much it would cost to fly
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from Orlando to Los Angeles. When |
did this last night, I found nine dif-
ferent flights that cost less than the
average per-passenger loss the Federal
Government subsidizes on the Amtrak
Sunset long-haul route. To put it sim-
ply, the government would save money
if we bought a plane ticket for every
person taking the Sunset Limited from
Orlando to Los Angeles.

Mr. Speaker, our country is at war
with terrorism and may soon have to
go to war with Irag. Our economy is
slowly recovering from the double
whammy of recession and the 9/11 at-
tacks. There are tough choices to be
made and scarce resources available
from which to fund our key priorities.
We cannot continue to provide unac-
countable and never-ending sums of
money for Amtrak, a system which re-
fuses to reform itself.

———

TRIBUTE TO COACH ROBERT
HUGHES

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Coach Robert Hughes
of Dunbar High School in Fort Worth,
one of the greatest legends in Texas
sports history.

Last night, before 7,000 fans, Coach
Hughes earned his 1,275th win, sur-
passing legendary Coach Morgan
Wooten of DeMatha High School in
Maryland, to become the winningest
high school boys basketball coach in
U.S. history. During that time, his
team has lost just 248 games.

Coach Hughes’ remarkable career
began almost half a century ago, in
1958, at I.M. Carroll High School in
Fort Worth. Coach Hughes won his first
State championship in 1963. More State
titles would follow in 1965, 1967, and
1993. Coach Hughes has been coaching
for Dunbar since 1973, and he continues
to serve as a role model for young play-
ers and students who take pride in call-
ing themselves Wildcats.

After more than 20 district titles,
Coach Hughes clearly is not finished
yet. Last night Dunbar earned its
fourth consecutive Texas Division 7-4A
basketball title and is off to the play-
offs. His team is 39-1 this year.

It is a pleasure to honor Coach
Hughes. Go Wildcats in the playoffs.

——
O 1015
A HIGHER CALLING

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, it was
made official last week: our alert sta-
tus is high. For many Americans, this
call for high vigilance has resulted in
high anxieties. And in these days of
war and rumors of war, we are even
hearing the voice of our enemy echo
across the airwaves of the world.
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But | offer, Mr. Speaker, that we
need to hear a different voice today. It
is the voice that comforted our found-
ers and has comforted every American
hero throughout our history. As the
Psalmist wrote so many years ago, ‘‘He
who dwells in the shelter of the Most
High will rest in the shadow of the Al-
mighty. He will say, ‘He is my refuge
and my fortress, my God in whom I
trust.” He will save you from the fowl-
er’s snare, from the deadly pestilence;
he will cover you with his feathers, and
under his wings you will find refuge.”

May the favor of the Lord our God
rest upon our President, our troops in
the field, and all those brave men and
women who serve in every Federal
place in this Nation this day.

———
THE WAR ON TERRORISM

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow we are going to pass the wel-
fare reform act without a single hear-
ing in the subcommittee or in the full
committee. It simply went to the Rules
Committee and will come to the floor
without debate in this House.

I implore you, Mr. Speaker, to bring
the domestic security enhancement
bill to the committee and then to the
floor with full debate before you try
and run it through in the confusion
around some terrorist act.

I give two quotes and let people de-
cide who said what. The first is: “The
people can always be brought to the
bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All
you have to do is tell them they are
being attacked and denounce the paci-
fists for lack of patriotism and expos-
ing the country to danger. It works the
same way in any country.”’

The second quote is: “To those who
scare peace-loving people with phan-
toms of lost liberty, my message is
this: “Your tactics only aid terrorists,
for they erode our national unity and
diminish our resolve.””’

The first is a quote from Hermann
Goering, the propagandist for the
Nazis. The second is John Ashcroft.
Consider the similarity. We do not need
to lose more of our liberties to defend
ourselves in this country.

———

BURMA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of the ethnic minorities of
Burma, otherwise known as Myanmar.
In January, | visited the Thai-Burma
border and met with refugees, democ-
racy activists, prisoner-of-conscience
groups and others working to help the
people of Burma. Sadly, the inter-
national community has failed to rec-
ognize that there is, under inter-
national legal definitions, a campaign

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

of genocide against the ethnic minori-
ties by the ruling SPDC dictatorship in
Burma.

We met with victims’ groups, land
mine victims, orphans, rape victims
and others. One little boy | met was an
8-year-old orphan. He had seen both of
his parents Killed, then he was traf-
ficked over the border into Thailand
and there he escaped to the refugee
camps. This little boy was so trauma-
tized that he could not even smile. |
saw many children like him.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. Government
and the international community must
do something to assist the people of
Burma and stop the brutality. Other-
wise, we will all be responsible for the
successful genocide campaign ethnic
cleansing going on by the vicious mili-
tary of the SPDC.

———————

ELIMINATE THE UNFAIR DOUBLE
TAXATION ON DIVIDEND INCOME

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to call for an end
to the unfair double taxation on divi-
dend income. President Bush has made
it known that it is fundamentally
wrong to tax any income twice.

Many would like to play class war-
fare politics with this issue, but that
argument simply does not stand up.
Since 1990, stock ownership in the
United States has doubled. Today in
America more than half of all house-
holds own stock and half of all dividend
income is owned by seniors. Econo-
mists anticipate that the stock market
will rise between 10 and 20 percent once
this unfair double taxation is elimi-
nated. This creates more capital for
spending and investment which leads
to job creation.

I thank President Bush and Federal
Reserve Chairman Greenspan for their
leadership on this issue. Also, | want to
commend Grover Norquist, president of
Americans for Tax Reform, for his out-
spoken advancement of a more fair tax
system. That is why | have introduced
H.R. 225, the Double Taxation Elimi-
nation Act of 2003. 1 ask my colleagues
to join me in stopping this unfair dou-
ble taxation on dividend income.

————

THE JUDICIAL NOMINATION OF
MIGUEL ESTRADA

(Mr. CHOCOLA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to support Miguel Estrada to be
United States circuit judge for the Dis-
trict of Columbia circuit. Mr. Estrada
was nominated nearly 21 months ago.
He has argued 15 cases before the
United States Supreme Court. He
would also be the first Hispanic judge
on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
D.C. circuit. Mr. Estrada has served in
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the Justice Department under Presi-
dents of both political parties as a Fed-
eral prosecutor and as the assistant to
the Solicitor General.

Despite all of that, to date the Sen-
ate has not acted on the nomination of
Miguel Estrada, along with many other
judicial nominations. There is no ques-
tion that Miguel Estrada is highly
qualified to serve on the Federal bench.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to give the
President what he has asked for and
what the American people deserve, a
great judge in Miguel Estrada.

———

HONORING LEGENDARY WICHITA,
KANSAS, RADIO PERSONALITY
MICHAEL C. ““OL’ MIKE” OATMAN

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a man who had a tre-
mendous impact on the country music
industry, was a strong advocate for
Wichita, Kansas, and was a great friend
to many, including me.

Michael C. Oatman, or OI’ Mike as we
all knew him, left this Earth on Janu-
ary 27. Although we wish he could have
spent more time with us, he certainly
made the most of the time that he had.

Mike was born in west Texas where
he began a legendary radio career. In
1964 he moved to Wichita and built not
only a radio empire but a reputation
that earned him love and respect. His
morning show of 36 years was popular
not because of the music he played but
because of the man who played the
music.

OlI'’ Mike received just about every
award a radio broadcaster could earn.
All of those honors pale in comparison,
though, to his final reward. Mike ac-
cepted Christ as his personal Lord and
savior and now is in a much better
place. And oh how I wish I could have
been at those pearly gates to see St.
Peter’s response when he was intro-
duced to the tee-legged, toe-legged,
bee-legged, bow-legged, curly-haired,
pee-williker OI' Mike. That was OI’
Mike’s radio show sign-on and was cer-
tainly as unique as the man himself.

We will miss you, Mike, but we will
keep our old Hank Williams records
and look you up when we join you on
those streets of gold.

——————

ON THE ISSUE OF THE MIGUEL
ESTRADA CONFIRMATION

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to address the House on a very
important matter. | would like to
speak about Miguel Estrada, President
Bush’s nomination for the United
States Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia. I applaud the nomination.
Miguel Estrada would not only be the
first Hispanic to sit on this court but
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