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Iraqgi people themselves, to include the
conscripts. | interrogated many of
them during the Gulf War. They do not
like Saddam Hussein. lraq is a very
wealthy country, and Saddam only
takes the wealth of that country to the
benefit of a very few as he suppresses
other tribes within Iraq. They do not
like Saddam Hussein.

One of the individuals | was interro-
gating had, under his blouse, | saw this
red and blue sort of semicircle. | could
not understand exactly what it was. |
asked him to undo his blouse and it
was a Chicago Cubs T-shirt. He had rel-
atives that lived in Michigan, and they
were fans of the Cubs, and so he tried
to track the Chicago Cubs.

One other story. In order to help
bring calm and peace at the Western
antiwar camp, we gave the lIraqgi pris-
oners, over 46,000 of them, what they
wanted to hear. They wanted to listen
to Madonna. So we piped in Madonna
music. They are more Western than
one can imagine, and they do like
America, and they do not like Saddam
Hussein.

With regard to the leadership, | came
out of the interrogation tent. My inter-
preter at the time was former King
Fahd’s grandson, Bandar, and as | come
out of this tent, there is an lragi gen-
eral officer sitting on the desert floor.
He is sitting there with his legs
crossed. His elbows are on his knees.
His hands are in his face, and he is
weeping like a child so hard that his
shoulders are actually shaking. | stood
there and | looked at this and behind
are his army. | walked up to the gen-
tleman, and | kicked the sole of his
boot. | then ordered him to stand at at-
tention.

Through the interpreter he tells the
general man to stand up. | got really
close to him, looked at him, asked if he
was a general officer. He asked him and
acknowledged and shook his head and
said yes, and | told him then act like
one. Now think about this scene. I am
a United States Army captain, telling
an lIraqi general officer how to act.
Why? Why would a United States Army
captain have to do such a thing? Be-
cause he was not a general officer be-
cause of his strategic mind and his tac-
tics. He was a general officer because of
his loyalties and relationships to Sad-
dam Hussein.

So, with regard to ‘““the enemy” in
which we are about to face, they are
not led by great military minds. So it
would be no wonder why the conscripts
and others will fold quickly. | also be-
lieve that he was weeping, not for his
men which stood behind him, he was
weeping for himself because he knew
that upon repatriation, Saddam Hus-
sein would probably execute him. That
is the repression of Saddam Hussein.

The Kurds and the Shi-ites have been
waiting a long time for this day. |
know that in my own sense and feeling
of having gone through what no dif-
ferently that my ancestors have gone
through for freedom and liberty in this
country, | know about the con-
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sequences of war. | know about the
long dark shadows of horror. 1 know
about things that are unimaginable
and things one does not speak of and
things that we see we just cannot be-
lieve. War is inhumane toward man-
kind and | cannot believe in this day
and age, for all of our sophistication
and technological advances, that man
still yet has not found a way to resolve
our differences.

The bottom line is this is not up to
us. This is now up to Saddam Hussein.
I still hold out the hope that there is a
country out there that is willing to
take him in and that we can actually
move in peacefully and change the re-
gime. That is my desire, that is my
hope. It is my prayer and | know that
the soldiers that are standing there
feel the same way. They pray for peace,
even though they are prepared for war
because they are the ones that gave an
oath to give their life to defend the
Constitution and our very liberties and
freedom.

So let me end where we started, with
the voice of dissent. | acknowledge the
voice of dissent as constructive to the
discussion. | find what is not construc-
tive are those in an antiwar message
that would also be *““‘un-American.”” Do
not go out and burn the flag. Do not
say and be obnoxious and do something
stupid. If a person has got something
that is constructive that can bring
peace and tranquillity to this world,
step forward and say it, but they can
do so in a manner without being un-
American or being disrespectful of in-
dividuals of whom have lost loved ones,
or even have someone who finds them-
selves in harm’s way in the very next
few days.

I think what we should do is go find
something and send it to a soldier that
is in the desert. Pick it out, support
the troops that are over there. Believe
me, it is a very lonely place, the Saudi
Arabia and Iraqi and Kuwaiti desert.
Just to glance upon the American flag
is something that will give a chill be-
cause it is the only thing out there
that that can strike a memory of home
and of loved ones.

I know that the decision that Presi-
dent Bush has in front of him is one
that he understands the burden of the
decision because he also understands
the opportunity that the peace will
bring, not only to the regional sta-
bility, but the opportunities and new
alliances and greater heights for free-
dom.

——————

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. MENENDEZ (during the Special
Order of Mr. BUYER). Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Democratic Caucus, |
offer a privileged resolution (H. Res.
130) and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H1667

H. REs. 130

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be and are hereby elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL CON-
DUCT: Mrs. Jones of Ohio, Mr. Green of
Texas, Ms. Roybal-Allard, Mr. Doyle.

Mr. MENENDEZ (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be consid-
ered as read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHopP of Utah). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from New
Jersey?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

———

WAR WITH IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHopP of Utah). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 7, 2003,
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
OBEY) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, in the con-
duct of foreign affairs, every President
deserves the benefit of the doubt.

I am standing here today in an empty
Chamber because these special orders
are simply the time in the House’s
schedule when after legislative busi-
ness is concluded Members can gather
or take the time to get something off
their chest, and so | am here today to
get something off my chest about the
coming war with Irag.

As | said, in the conduct of foreign
affairs, | think every President de-
serves the benefit of the doubt, and on
a number of occasions, | have worked
with Presidents, regardless of party, on
foreign policy issues. Sometimes | have
honestly differed.

Iraq, in my view, is a close call.
There is no doubt that Saddam Hussein
is a pathological thug. We have lived
with and contained other sociopaths
before. Example, Joseph Stalin, whose
50-year anniversary of his death we
just celebrated yesterday. It is hard to
believe he has been gone 50 years, but
we did not attack the Soviet Union,
even though Stalin was probably one of
the two greatest sociopaths of all time,
the other being Hitler.

We have also seen groups like the
Khmer Rouge systematically butcher
their own people, and certainly, the ad-
ministration has not, in any way, dem-
onstrated or tried to demonstrate that
Saddam had anything to do with the
attack of September 11.

But it may very well be that we need
to remove him at some point, and that
point may be soon. My purpose today is
not to talk about that. My purpose is
to talk about what condition America
will be in both at home and abroad if
we take on that task, because if we do
it, we have an obligation to go after
Saddam in a way that does not weaken
our ability to lead the world in dealing
with future challenges that will cer-
tainly confront us.
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