March 12, 2003

In the same vein, we are mindful of the
large number of veterans employed by the
Postal Service. Our promises and commit-
ment to these veterans must not be forgot-
ten or diminished. In their military service,
and in their postal service, these veterans
have served their country. It is necessary
and appropriate that we continue to recog-
nize their sacrifices by providing them pref-
erential employment opportunities in gov-
ernment positions, including positions in the
Postal Service.

Thank you for your careful consideration
of our comments.

Sincerely,
ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS,
Chair, CBC.
DANNY K. DAVIS,
Ranking Member, Spe-
cial Committee on
Postal Services.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE MEDICARE
Rx DRUG BENEFIT AND DIS-
COUNT ACT

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today, House
Democrats answer the public’s call for a real
Medicare prescription drug benefit.

The Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit and
Discount Act is an entitlement that will guar-
antee affordable, comprehensive prescription
drug coverage to all senior citizens and indi-
viduals with disabilities who are on Medicare.

The benefit in this legislation is simple. It
has no gaps, and no gimmicks. Beneficiaries
will pay a $25 monthly premium, have a $100
per year deductible, and pay 20 percent co-in-
surance up to a $2000 out-of-pocket limit.
After a beneficiary spends $2000, Medicare
pays for all other needed prescription drugs.
Under this legislation, a beneficiary will never
pay more than $2000 for prescription drugs in
a year, and most beneficiaries will pay far
less.

This legislation provides additional assist-
ance to those with lower incomes. Bene-
ficiaries whose incomes are under 150 percent
of poverty will pay no premiums and no cost-
sharing. Those with incomes between 150—
175 percent of poverty will receive premium
subsidies on a sliding scale basis and pay no
cost-sharing. Unlike the House-passed Repub-
lican bill from last year, there is no hidden
hatchet to deny benefits to low-income seniors
who have modest assets.

These Medicare benefits will be guaranteed
for everyone on Medicare, regardless of where
they live and regardless of whether they are in
the traditional Medicare program or a private
plan. No senior will be forced to leave Medi-
care for a private plan in order to receive
meaningful prescription drug coverage.

This legislation also tackles one of the big-
gest problems facing seniors, the uninsured,
and all Americans: astronomical prescription
drug prices. This bill will reduce Medicare pre-
scription drug costs by using the market clout
of 40 million Medicare beneficiaries to nego-
tiate lower prices. It will also reduce prescrip-
tion drug costs for all Americans by closing
loopholes in current law that allow pharma-
ceutical companies to game the patent system
and prevent competition from equally effective,
but lower cost, generic drugs.
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The Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit and
Discount Act will guarantee the choices that
matter. Under our plan, Medicare will pay to-
ward the cost of every prescription drug, not
just those for which a private insurance com-
pany cut a special deal with a drug maker.
Seniors will be covered for any drug their doc-
tor prescribes. And, under our plan, every
pharmacy that is willing to play by the rules
will be welcome to participate. Seniors will be
able to go to the pharmacy of their choice.

And, importantly, unlike the President’s plan
and the Congressional Republicans’ plan, our
plan will never force elderly or disabled Ameri-
cans to give up traditional Medicare in order to
get a prescription drug benefit. Beneficiaries
will be free to choose between the traditional
Medicare program and private plans. But it will
be a real choice, not coerced through the lure
of a more generous prescription drug benefit.

The prescription drug coverage in the
Democratic bill will seem just like any other
Medicare benefit, because it is a Medicare
benefit.

Don't be fooled by Republican rhetoric.
They like to talk about choices, but in the end
their proposals all boll down to one choice for
seniors—choose either the doctor you know
and trust or the medicines you know you
need. This is not a choice that anyone should
have to make.

The Administration claims to offer seniors
the same choices that Members of Congress
and federal employees get through the Fed-
eral Employees Health Benefits Program
(FEHBP). Again, this is nothing more than hy-
perbole. Almost all Members of Congress, and
most federal employees, are in the Blue Cross
Standard Option plan in FEHBP. That plan of-
fers a drug benefit with no deductible, a 25
percent copayment, and a $4000 cap on all
medical spending per year. No Republican
has come forth with a comparable Medicare
prescription drug benefit. Our bill does just
that.

The Republicans’ goal is simple: they are
using the promise of a prescription drug ben-
efit to attempt to privatize Medicare. No matter
how you measure it, beneficiaries will pay
more and get less under the Republican plan.
At the same time, they are doling out hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in federal tax dollar
giveaways to their friends in the insurance and
pharmaceutical industries.

Our legislation will not be cheap. But none
of us question the cost of covering doctor vis-
its and hospital stays under Medicare today. |
would argue that prescription drug coverage is
as essential to good health care in the 21st
century as physician and hospital care was in
the 20th century when Medicare was created.

The President has committed $400 billion to
a Medicare drug benefit and so-called Medi-
care reform. On top of that, he’s committed
$726 billion to an economic stimulus plan that
includes dividend cuts and speeding up tax
breaks for the very richest among us. No one
believes that this tax cut will provide real eco-
nomic stimulus. If he would simply reduce its
size, we could rededicate those funds to im-
proving Medicare. That is a much more impor-
tant priority for our nation than more tax cuts
for those who need them least.

Unfortunately, it is not the goal of Repub-
licans to create an affordable, meaningful pre-
scription drug benefit in Medicare that works
for all our Medicare beneficiaries of today and
tomorrow. Instead, their prescription drug pro-
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posals are designed simply to provide political
cover for the President and Republican Mem-
bers of Congress—and to allow them to pri-
vatize Medicare so that the federal govern-
ment's expenses are protected rather than
protecting the expenses of seniors and people
with disabilities.

Our bill meets the needs of the 40 million
Americans who depend on Medicare. That's
why the leading beneficiary organizations sup-
port this legislation. This is the drug benefit
America’s seniors and people with disabilities
need and deserve. | urge my colleagues to
join us in support of a real Medicare drug ben-
efit by pushing for passage of the Medicare
Rx Drug Benefit and Discount Act this year.

————

IN OBSERVANCE OF TIBETAN
UPRISING DAY

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Ms. PELOSI. Ms. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Tibetan Uprising Day. Yesterday, Human
Rights Watch reported that two Tibetan busi-
nessmen have been detained by Chinese au-
thorities, apparently on suspicion of leaking in-
formation on the torture and trial of other Ti-
betan activists. It was an important reminder
of the continued need to speak out against
human rights abuses by the Chinese govern-
ment. The following is my statement in observ-
ance of Tibetan Uprising Day that was read
yesterday in Washington, D.C. and San Fran-
cisco:

Thank you to Bay Area Friends of Tibet and
other Bay Area Tibet Support Groups for orga-
nizing this special observance of Tibetan Up-
rising Day. | am proud to represent a district
where protecting human rights is a top priority.

Today we honor the courage and deter-
mination of those who stood against the Chi-
nese Government's brutal oppression of the
Tibetan People during the Lhasa Uprising 44
years ago. We also pay tribute to the thou-
sands of Tibetans who have sacrificed and
died opposing Chinese occupation, as well as
all Tibetans who have suffered human rights
abuses due to their religious, political or cul-
tural beliefs or activities.

| am deeply concerned about the Chinese
government’s continued repression of the Ti-
betan people. The PRC continues to commit
horrible human rights abuses, including in-
stances of torture, arbitrary arrest, detention
without public trial, and lengthy detention of Ti-
betan nationalists for peacefully expressing
their political or religious views.

Two weeks ago, 78 of my colleagues in
Congress and | wrote to Vice President Hu
condemning the execution of Mr. Lobsang
Dhondup. We also strongly urged him to com-
mute the sentences of Tenzin Delek Rinpoche
and Tserang Dondrup, and to release the oth-
ers currently being held in connection with this
case. These individuals were held incommuni-
cado and suffered torture, and their trials were
conducted under highly restrictive conditions
and without counsel of their choosing.

The Chinese government denied all re-
quests by the U.S. Consulate in Chengdu to
observe these legal proceedings that report-
edly did not meet United Nations’ minimum
standards of due process. Such abuses of ju-
dicial processes and disingenuous actions on
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the part of the Chinese Government are not
conducive to good U.S.-China relations.

The plight of the Tibetan people is a chal-
lenge to the global conscience. Because of
our unigue position in the world, the U.S. has
a special opportunity and responsibility to pro-
mote the values of liberty, equality, and
human rights that we hold dear. If the U.S.
government is serious about helping the Ti-
betan people, it must promote negotiations be-
tween the government of China and His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama and make self-deter-
mination for Tibetans a priority in the U.S.-
China relationship.

Thank you for your continued activism for
the people of Tibet. Your actions, words and
prayers will move mountains. Please be as-
sured | will continue to support the aspirations
of the Tibetan people to preserve their herit-
age and regain their freedom.

——

MOMENT OF QUIET REFLECTION
IN SCHOOLS ACT

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, thank
you for the opportunity to discuss legislation
that | am introducing today that would estab-
lish a moment of quiet reflection in our public
schools. | am pleased to be joined by Rep-
resentatives MCINTYRE, TANNER, SHIMKUS,
STENHOLM, LIPINSKI, FROST, LucAs (KY),
MEEK, PEARCE, ISAKSON, RENZzI, BORDALLO,
and BISHOP (GA) as cosponsors of my legisla-
tion.

My legislation will provide for a period of
quiet reflection at the opening of school on
every school day. In today’s hectic society, all
too few of the country’s citizens are able to
experience a moment of quiet reflection before
plunging headlong into the day’'s activities.
The country’s young citizens are particularly
affected by this absence of an opportunity for
a moment of quiet reflection. Therefore, the
nation’s youth, and society as a whole, would
be well served if students were afforded a mo-
ment of quiet reflection at the beginning of
each day in the public schools.

In Georgia, | observed that after several
killings on school campuses around the coun-
try, students came together to have a moment
of quiet reflection. Noting that this moment of
silence seemed to be beneficial and calming,
| believe that providing students with an op-
portunity for quiet introspection at the begin-
ning of each school day would help to combat
violence among our students. Similar legisla-
tion in Georgia has been upheld by the United
States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Cir-
cuit which ruled that a moment of quiet reflec-
tion does not violate the Establishment Clause
of the U.S. Constitution.

On February 7, 2003, the U.S. Department
of Education issued guidance on constitu-
tionally protected prayer in public elementary
and secondary schools. The Guidance on
Constitutionally Protected Prayer in Public Ele-
mentary and Secondary Schools clarifies that
as a condition of receiving Elementary and
Secondary Education Act funds, state and
local school agencies must certify that if a
school has a “minute of silence” that students
are free to pray silently, or not to pray, during
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these periods of time. Therefore, | urge my
colleagues to support this legislation providing
a moment of quiet reflection at the beginning
of each school day.

————

HONORING MRS. ROSEMARY PACE

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the late Mrs. Rosemary Pace of Hop-
kinsville, Kentucky. Mrs. Pace passed away
on March 5, 2003. Mrs. Pace was a commu-
nity leader and an outstanding citizen.

Mrs. Pace was a native of EImhurst, lllinois.
She was born on November 14, 1914.
Throughout her lifetime, she touched the lives
of many with her civic involvement. She was
a home economics teacher at Bethel College
in Hopkinsville and taught at the Fort Camp-
bell Independent Schools for 18 years.

After retirement, Mrs. Pace continued to
serve her community in many ways. She was
a board member of the Senior Citizens Cen-
ter, president and vice president of the Chris-
tian County Retired Teachers Association,
president and vice president of the Christian
County Chapter of the National Association of
Retired Federal Employees, president of the
Christian County Homemakers Association,
secretary and treasurer of the Christian Coun-
ty Extension Council, board member of the
Kentucky Farm Bureau, and a volunteer
teacher at Holiday Elementary School.

Mrs. Pace also organized and distributed
food commodities for Pennyrile Allied Serv-
ices. She served as president and vice presi-
dent of the St. EImo Homemakers, and she
was president of the Hunting Creek Home-
makers. These are only some of her many
community service activities.

Mrs. Pace was a strong believer in edu-
cation. She founded the Family Career and
Community Leaders (FHA) Rosemary M. Pace
Region Il Scholarship fund. She was a mem-
ber of Delta Kappa Gamma Society, Inter-
national.

Mrs. Pace spent countless hours estab-
lishing and promoting the Farmers Market in
Hopkinsville. She received numerous awards
and honors for her outstanding volunteer work
in the community and the state. She epito-
mized the word volunteer and her service to
the community will always be held as an ex-
ample to others.

Mrs. Pace was known in the community for
her trademark hats. Rarely was she seen in
public without a beautiful red hat. She was a
truly exceptional citizen.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to call attention to
the selfless acts of Rosemary M. Pace for all
her efforts on behalf of so many, and | am
honored to bring her accomplishments to the
attention of this House.
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SUPPORT THE MOSQUITO ABATE-
MENT FOR SAFETY AND HEALTH
ACT

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 342, the Mosquito Abatement
for Safety and Health Act. This is a particularly
important issue in my state of lllinois and for
my district, both of which have been dis-
proportionately impacted by West Nile Virus—
more so than almost any other part of the
country.

The latest survey shows that lllinois is suf-
fering the highest numbers of human cases of
West Nile in the country, 877 cases and 62
deaths. Over 630 cases of these cases were
in Suburban Cook County and the Greater
Chicago area, leading to 37 deaths. Com-
pared with nationwide data, these numbers re-
veal an uncommonly high outbreak ratio in the
Chicago Metro region.

H.R. 342, the Mosquito Abatement for Safe-
ty and Health Act will help lllinois and other
states across the nation prevent any more out-
breaks from occurring. Among other things,
the act will provide grants to states to help
them coordinate mosquito control programs to
prevent and control mosquito-borne diseases.
The bill also directs the Secretary of Health
and Human Services to provide training and
technical assistance to states and localities for
the planning, development, and operation of
assessments and plans regarding control pro-
grams. We cannot afford to lose more lives to
West Nile Virus. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 342.

————

H.R. 5—EFFICIENT ACCESSIBLE
LOW-COST TIMELY HEALTH CARE

HON. JOHN LINDER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, the President
stated that to prove our health care system we
must address excessive lawsuits—a prime
cause of high health care costs to improve our
health care system—excessive lawsuits. In a
recent survey of Georgia doctors, approxi-
mately 18 percent expect to stop providing
high-risk procedures to limit their liability risk.
Nearly 33 percent of obstetrician/gynecologists
and 20 percent of family practitioners said
they will abandon high-risk procedures, such
as delivering babies. More than 11 percent will
stop providing emergency room services to re-
duce liability risk. Rising medical malpractice
insurance rates are making it difficult for doc-
tors to continue the life-saving work they love.
We all want high quality, affordable health
care and we all want to maintain an American
system of medicine that serves as the model
of proficiency and innovation. But our doctors
and hospitals are being wrongly sued, we're
paying more to receive quality care, and we
are losing quality doctors. | urge my col-
leagues to pass medical liability reform.
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