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where are the Democrats? It is the
same parade we have been seeing near-
ly 10 years now: voting no, scaring the
people back home, scaring the vulner-
able members of our society by saying
these budgets do horrible things.

The reality is that the budget takes
care of the critical needs of our soci-
ety. It takes care of defense, it takes
care of Social Security, it takes care of
homeland security, it takes care of un-
employment. Yet the Democrats are fo-
cused in on the fact that we are asking
some very wasteful government bu-
reaucracy to reduce their budgets by
one cent, one penny on the dollar.

We do that routinely to Americans
back home. As families, as taxpayers,
we often have to cut our budget. I find
it unbelievable, and only in this town
are people suggesting that bureaucracy
cannot find one cent on one dollar out-
side of these very critical areas.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN). The Committee will rise in-
formally.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PENCE) assumed the Chair.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda
Evans, one of his secretaries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2004

The Committee resumed its sitting.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Chairman, | yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from New  York (Mrs.
MALONEY), who is fighting Republican
efforts to cut $13 billion in Medicaid
funds from the State of New York.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman from California
(Mr. STARK) for yielding me the time
and for his leadership.

Today is a solemn day, but as Ameri-
cans focus on our Armed Forces
abroad, here at home we face an un-
precedented moment in our budget his-
tory. Never before has Congress tried
to pay for a war and at the same time
pass a massive tax cut. This budget
also compromises future economic sta-
bility because it is so demographically
blind.

If we cannot plan to address the debt
now, how are we going to keep our
promises to the elderly when the baby-
boom generation retires? The fiscal
policies of the President enacted by the
Republican Congress will impose a
massive deficit burden on our children
and our grandchildren.

In 2000 we had not only eliminated
the deficit, President Bush inherited a
surplus of over $230 billion a year, but
now the projected deficit is over $300
billion for this year alone, and at the
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close of fiscal year 2002, the govern-
ment debt stood at $6.2 trillion.

The President’s own numbers show
that were we to enact his programs as
proposed, we would grow this debt by
$2.1 trillion from 2002 to 2011, and that
is before we begin to account for the
war. And we know that former eco-
nomic adviser to the President, Law-
rence Lindsey, estimated the war
would cost over $100 billion.

We have learned that we cannot have
guns and butter without negatively af-
fecting the economy, yet the Repub-
lican budget pushes ahead with a mas-
sive long-term tax cut before we fi-
nance the war.

At the same time, they grow the def-
icit, the Republican budget manages to
cut vital programs, including health
care, Medicare, Medicaid, housing,
school lunches and veterans’ benefits.
The impact of these Federal cuts will
be magnified by the States where budg-
ets are unbalanced, forcing additional
reductions in services and local tax in-
creases.

The Republican budget does abso-
lutely nothing to help the States. The
Democratic budget does. This irrespon-
sible budget has long-term con-
sequences. | disagree with the adminis-
tration. Deficits do matter. Over time,
the debt will lower economic growth
and increase interest rates. The effect
will be a hidden tax increase on our
constituents in the form of higher in-
terest rates on mortgages, credit cards
and car loans.

I urge a no vote on the Republican
budget and a yes vote on the respon-
sible Democratic budget.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Chair-
man, | yield 2 minutes to distinguished
gentleman from Florida (Mr. PUTNAM).

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Chairman, | thank
the gentleman for the time.

Mr. Chairman, we have been through
this budget process, and | serve on the
Committee on the Budget, and we have
worked through a very deliberative
process where there can be legitimate
disagreement over how we fund these
priorities, but the bottom line is this.

This country has suffered a national
emergency through September 11. We
are engaged in war at this time, and we
have come out of a recession that has
put tremendous pressures on our reve-
nues, but there are some in this Cham-
ber who think that Washington should
be exempt from belt-tightening when
every school board, every munici-
pality, every State in America is going
through the same process. Just because
we print the money does not mean that
we should not have to find savings.

There are people on both sides of the
aisle, Mr. Chairman, who want to work
towards a responsible way to save So-
cial Security, to save Medicare. As a
young Member of this Congress, | be-
lieve we have to think beyond the next
election and beyond the next budget to
do those kinds of things, but if we can-
not find 1 percent savings, then we will
never, ever be able to tell the American
people that we can take the giant leaps
to reform those huge programs.
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The gentleman managing the floor
for the other side on this debate has la-
beled some of us in this Chamber as
henchmen for supporting our Presi-
dent’s crusade to liberate Iraq. He has
accused the President of ordering the
assassination of Saddam Hussein to
cover up for the fact that we have yet
to find bin Laden, although we have
disrupted al Qaeda. | resent that, Mr.
Speaker, and | think that he should
take his tongue-in-cheek tirade back
to Baghdad where some of his col-
leagues have trod in the past. It is un-
acceptable when our young men and
women are at war to have those kinds
of character assassinations. To label
Members of this body as henchmen, to
go after the character of our President
who has led this Nation through so
much, goes above and beyond legiti-
mate disagreement over the priorities
that this budget should have, and it is
unacceptable, and it should not stand.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Chairman, | think
the previous speaker was a little con-
fused.

Mr. Chairman, | yield 3 minutes to
the distinguished gentleman from
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) who has
been to Baghdad recently and has also
served in the military, but also recog-
nizes that the State of Washington is
going to lose $1.7 billion in Medicaid
funds if this budget were to pass.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman from California
for yielding me the time.

When the gentleman from lowa (Mr.
NUssLE) heard | was coming over here,
he said, are you bringing your walnut
shells? Are we playing the shell game
again over here? | said, no, | have got
a new thing that came from the White
House. It is a rubber stamp. It says “‘of-
ficial rubber stamp.” | approve of ev-
erything George Bush does.

Now that is what we have on here on
the floor. You are not henchmen. You
are just a rubber-stamp bunch.

What is awesome about this day is we
are going to war. Maybe that message
we just got in here was the war mes-
sage, | do not know, from the Presi-
dent, but Iraq is a country where 60
percent of the people get their food
through the Oil-for-Food Program. We
have now told the United Nations take
their people out, there is no longer any
way to feed 60 percent of the 24 million
people in Iraqg.

They are your responsibility now.
You have taken that on by saying, we
are going to bring you democracy. De-
mocracy is a pretty empty thing if you
have got an empty stomach. So you are
going to have to come up with some
money to pay for the food program.
There is not one thin dime in here.

My colleagues know that the Lord
Jesus Christ went up on the Sermon on
the Mount there, and he gave this ser-
mon and said that you should feed the
poor. That is in Matthew, Matthew 26,
I believe, and my colleagues all know
that. All good Christians know that.
We are all Christians in this country,
are we not? We ought to have some
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