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Defense Artillery Brigade stationed in 
Fort Bliss, Texas, took a wrong turn 
near An Nasiriyah, a key battle ground 
city on the Euphrates River in south-
ern Iraq. Iraqi forces ambushed their 
unit. Five soldiers, including Riley, 
were taken prisoner of war. The re-
mainder were most likely killed, al-
though their deaths have not been con-
firmed. Subsequently, Iraqi state-run 
television aired a gruesome videotape 
of interviews with Sgt. Riley and the 
other POWs, and displayed chilling 
shots of four murdered American serv-
icemen and women. This videotape was 
then broadcast by television networks 
all over the world, including the influ-
ential Qatar-based Al Jazeera. 

Sgt. Riley’s family, including his par-
ents Athol and Jane Riley, are waiting 
anxiously for information on their 
son’s condition. The Rileys have expe-
rienced a tremendous loss this week; 
their daughter, age 29, died last Friday 
after suffering from a rare neurological 
illness that had left her in a coma since 
late January. My heart goes out to the 
Rileys and their friends and family 
during this painful time. 

James Riley moved to New Jersey 
from New Zealand when he was 10 
years old. He attended West Field 
Friends Grade School and he graduated 
from the Pennsauken High School in 
1990. According to his parents, he had 
always dreamed of serving in the Army 
and he enlisted immediately after he 
graduated from high school. 

I am confident that our superior 
military will find and rescue the Amer-
ican POWs. In the meantime, I pledge 
my support for all service men and 
women serving in the Persian Gulf and 
for their anxious families at home. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD a moving story 
about James Riley printed in the New 
York Times on April 2, 2003. This story 
illuminates the quiet courage dis-
played by the Rileys as they wait for 
news of their son, as well as the com-
munal support extended to them by 
their neighbors. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the New York Times, Apr. 2, 2003] 
A.P.O.W. BRINGS WAR CLOSE TO HOME 

(By Matthew Purdy) 
PENNSAUKEN, N.J.—In the 10 days since he 

was taken prisoner in Iraq, Sgt. James Riley 
has become something of a symbol in this 
working-class town where he grew up—a 
homegrown argument for or against the war, 
depending upon who is talking. 

Joseph McCollum, a maintenance worker 
who lives next to the Rileys, said that when 
he heard the news, ‘‘I said ‘Maybe we should 
go over there and drop the bomb and suffer 
the consequences.’ ’’ 

‘‘Since 9/11, I think we needed the war,’’ 
Mr. McCollum said. ‘‘This makes me feel like 
we really have to get them.’’ 

Around the corner, Charlene Walls, a 
school aide, said the capture of Sergeant 
Riley, 31, perfectly illustrated why she op-
posed invading Iraq: ‘‘It’s just people losing 
people.’’ 

‘‘We’ve already lost too many people for 
something no one can tell you why we’re in 
there,’’ Ms. Walls said. 

If people are being made to think twice by 
the war’s unexpected difficulties, they seem 
to be coming down even more firmly where 
they were already standing. 

Antiwar protests are growing in vigor, 
while polls show the country supports the 
war as much as ever. Everyone is rallying 
around the flag, or a banner. 

When Sergeant Riley’s maintenance com-
pany was ambushed outside Nasiriya, yellow 
ribbons blossomed amid the red, white and 
blue in this South Jersey town. Even the 
giant water tower that rises behind the 
houses has a yellow bow on it. 

There’s also a big yellow bow outside the 
local tavern Bryson’s Pub. Inside, Tom 
McVeigh, a landscaper, said that Sergeant 
Riley’s capture only brought home the cost 
of the war in people and world opinion. ‘‘We 
look like a bully,’’ he said. 

But few people in the neighborhood appear 
to question the war. 

Ed Russell, who works in finance for 
I.B.M., trusts what the Bush administration 
says about Saddam Hussein. ‘‘I don’t think 
it’s in the nature of the American people to 
go out and start a war,’’ he said. ‘‘They must 
have critical evidence that something bad 
was about to happen and they needed to stop 
this guy.’’ 

Mr. Russell said he hardly knew the Ril-
eys, but Pat Dimter, who grew up down the 
street from James Riley, sees her friend’s 
capture as more justification to fight. The 
United States treated the Iraqis ‘‘like 
they’re our own people,’’ she said. ‘‘And it’s 
not fair what they’re doing to us with 9/11 
and how they’re treating our P.O.W.’s.’’ 

Greg Sassone, an eighth grader, was walk-
ing through the neighborhood park on Mon-
day when he picked up a piece of yellow rib-
bon from the ground and tied it to a tree. 
One of Sergeant Riley’s sisters was his baby 
sitter, and the ordeal has hit too close to 
home. 

Greg’s father is in the Air Force Reserves. 
‘‘If my dad gets called, he could get cap-
tured,’’ he said. And his 20-year-old brother 
could get called if there were a draft, he said. 
‘‘My mom says she would move him to Can-
ada.’’ 

At school, students fear another terrorist 
attack, Greg said. That’s why, despite Ser-
geant Riley’s capture, he supports the war 
against Saddam. ‘‘We have to get rid of him 
before it’s too late,’’ he said. 

It’s hard to find someone without an angle 
on Sergeant Riley’s capture. 

Monday night, at the close of a stirring 
vigil detected to Sergeant Riley, the Rev. 
Guenther Fritsch pulled out a Bible to show 
what the enemy ‘‘is all about.’’ He read a 
passage about Ishmael, from whom Arabs are 
said to be descended: ‘‘He will be a wild don-
key of a man; his hand will be against every-
one.’’ 

The only people who seemed to find no 
larger significance in Sergeant Riley’s cap-
ture were his parents. 

Athol Riley, a building inspector, was calm 
and simple when he addressed the crowd. He 
said that in addition to his son’s being cap-
tured, a daughter had died on Friday after a 
long illness. Mr. Riley thanked the township 
that employs him, the publishing company 
where his wife works, the store where his 
surviving daughter works, and the family 
that runs the McDonald’s where his deceased 
daughter had worked. ‘‘I would like to thank 
everyone for the show of support,’’ he said. 

Afterward, mobbed by television cameras 
and reporters, he was asked how he felt 
about the course of the war. Mr. Riley ex-
pressed no thoughts about Saddam Hussein 
or George Bush. 

A stout man in a dark coat, Mr. Riley 
obliged the cameras only when he was asked 
if he had a message for his son. A sad smile 

on his face, Mr. Riley had no angle, only 
words from the heart: ‘‘Hang in there, and 
hurry home.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, in the 
absence of the arrival of the chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for up to 5 
minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SPECTER. First, I thank the dis-
tinguished Senator from Texas for her 
comments and recognition of the valor 
of our troops. There was very good 
news yesterday concerning the rescue 
of a female soldier. There was great 
pursuit by her fellow comrades to bring 
her back. I think it is very important, 
as the war proceeds, to put the Iraqis 
on special notice that war crimes will 
be prosecuted and that when the war 
ends, it will not be over for those who 
have violated the requirements of the 
Hague and Geneva Conventions. 

Last Saturday, when four U.S. sol-
diers were murdered with a car bomb 
by an Iraqi soldier masquerading as a 
civilian, that constituted a war crime. 
Then Tariq Aziz, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, appeared on international 
television boasting about the incident 
and saying there would be many more 
who would come forward, with reports 
of some 4,000 volunteers willing to en-
gage in such suicide bombing. It is im-
portant to put Tariq Aziz on notice 
that such conduct is a violation of 
international law, and it will be pros-
ecuted. Similarly, it is important to 
put Iraqi Vice President Taha Yasin 
Ramadan on notice that this is a viola-
tion of international law. 

Today in the Hague the former Presi-
dent of Yugoslavia, Slobodan 
Milosevic, is on trial. In an inter-
national jail, the former leader of 
Rwanda is serving a life sentence for 
violation of international law. On Mon-
day, I filed a resolution at the first 
available date to put the Iraqi leaders, 
as well as the Iraqi followers, on notice 
they will be liable for prosecution as 
war criminals. It is not a defense for 
the followers to say they have been op-
erating under orders. 

I see the distinguished President pro 
tempore, the chairman of the Appro-
priations Committee, is in the Cham-
ber. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT TO SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
OF DEFENSE OPERATIONS IN 
IRAQ FOR FISCAL YEAR 2003 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will now 
proceed to the consideration of S. 762, 
which the clerk will report by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 
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