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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT) (during the vote). Members
are reminded that there are less than 2
minutes remaining in this vote.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida changed his
vote from ‘“‘nay”’ to “‘yea.”

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1119

Mr. SIMMONS. Madam Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent to have my
name removed as a cosponsor of H.R.
1119.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

———

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS REG-
ULATORY ASSISTANCE ACT OF
2003

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 205) to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to direct the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration to
establish a program to provide regu-
latory compliance assistance to small
business concerns, and for other pur-
poses

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 205

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Small Business Regulatory Assistance Act of
2003,

SEC. 2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to establish a
program to—

(1) provide confidential assistance to small
business concerns;

(2) provide small business concerns with
the information necessary to improve their
rate of compliance with Federal and State
regulations;

(3) create a partnership among Federal
agencies to increase outreach efforts to
small business concerns with respect to regu-
latory compliance;

(4) provide a mechanism for unbiased feed-
back to Federal agencies on the regulatory
environment for small business concerns;
and

(5) utilize the service delivery network of
Small Business Development Centers to im-
prove access of small business concerns to
programs to assist them with regulatory
compliance.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act, the definitions set forth in sec-
tion 36(a) of the Small Business Act (as
added by section 4 of this Act) shall apply.
SEC. 4. SMALL BUSINESS REGULATORY ASSIST-

ANCE PROGRAM.

The Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637 et
seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 36 as section
37; and

(2) by inserting after section 35 the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 36. SMALL BUSINESS REGULATORY ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAM.

‘“(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-

lowing definitions apply:
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‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration, acting
through the Associate Administrator for
Small Business Development Centers.

““(2) ASSOCIATION.—The term ‘Association’
means the association recognized by the Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration under section 21(a)(3)(A).

““(8) PARTICIPATING SMALL BUSINESS DEVEL-
OPMENT CENTER.—The term ‘participating
Small Business Development Center’ means
a Small Business Development Center par-
ticipating in the program.

““(4) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means
the regulatory assistance program estab-
lished under this section.

“(5) REGULATORY COMPLIANCE ASSIST-
ANCE.—The term ‘regulatory compliance as-
sistance’ means assistance provided by a
Small Business Development Center to a
small business concern to enable the concern
to comply with Federal regulatory require-
ments.

‘“(6) SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CEN-
TER.—The term ‘Small Business Develop-
ment Center’ means a Small Business Devel-
opment Center described in section 21.

“(7) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each
of the several States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, and Guam.

“(b) AUTHORITY.—INn accordance with this
section, the Administrator shall establish a
program to provide regulatory compliance
assistance to small business concerns
through participating Small Business Devel-
opment Centers, the Association, and Fed-
eral compliance partnership programs.

“(c) SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CEN-
TERS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—IN carrying out the pro-
gram, the Administrator shall enter into ar-
rangements with participating Small Busi-
ness Development Centers under which such
centers will provide—

““(A) access to information and resources,
including current Federal and State non-
punitive compliance and technical assistance
programs similar to those established under
section 507 of the Clean Air Act Amendments
of 1990;

““(B) training and educational activities;

“(C) confidential, free-of-charge, one-on-
one, in-depth counseling to the owners and
operators of small business concerns regard-
ing compliance with Federal and State regu-
lations, provided that such counseling is not
considered to be the practice of law in a
State in which a Small Business Develop-
ment Center is located or in which such
counseling is conducted;

““(D) technical assistance; and

“(E) referrals to experts and other pro-
viders of compliance assistance who meet
such standards for educational, technical,
and professional competency as are estab-
lished by the Administrator.

““(2) REPORTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Each participating
Small Business Development Center shall
transmit to the Administrator a quarterly
report that includes—

“(i) a summary of the regulatory compli-
ance assistance provided by the center under
the program; and

“(ii) any data and information obtained by
the center from a Federal agency regarding
regulatory compliance that the agency in-
tends to be disseminated to small business
concerns.

“(B) ELECTRONIC FORM.—Each report re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) shall be trans-
mitted in electronic form.

“(C) INTERIM REPORTS.—A participating
Small Business Development Center may
transmit to the Administrator such interim
reports as the center considers appropriate.
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