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sense of who is out there serving, the
men and women we honor.

I asked Mrs. Goddard: Can you tell us
what it was that your son did to re-
ceive the Bronze Star? In the picture
that we saw, there was no real recogni-
tion. It was just an acknowledgment
that this young man had received the
honor.

She does not know. Her comment to
me was: It really does not matter what
he was recognized for, but whatever it
is, we are exceptionally proud. We can-
not wait until he gets home and he can
sit around the dinner table and tell us
all that he has gone through.

She said he is a very humble young
man and does not like to tout his ac-
complishments. She says he is probably
going to be embarrassed over all of the
hoopla that is going on right now, but
there is good reason for hoopla. It is
still very sketchy right now, but in ref-
erencing several of the newspaper ac-
counts, we understand that General
Franks awarded the Bronze Star for
valor to two soldiers who had fought in
the battle for Najaf. SGT James Ward
led the team that stormed the military
compound on the south side of the city,
and SGT Lucas Goddard spearheaded
the assault on the local airfield, taking
direct enemy fire.

In further newspaper accounts, as
best we have been able to tell, we un-
derstand they had captured a com-
pound of weapons while under fire by
AK-47s, grenade launchers, and rocket-
propelled grenades. So our brave young
man from Sitka did what he was
trained to do and was recognized for it.
He will be going home to Sitka to cele-
brate with his family.

I need to share a mother’s intuition
with the Chair and my colleagues. Mrs.
Goddard said she woke up on Monday
sensing that she was going to hear
from her son that day.

She said: You know, you just some-
times get that intuition; I just felt
something.

She had not heard from her son for
upward of a month prior to this. That
afternoon she received a phone call
from a reporter asking: What do you
think? We have seen the newspaper ac-
count.

Well, that was not a direct contact
from her son necessarily, but she said:
You follow that mother’s instinct. I
knew that I was going to hear from
him today. And that is what she heard.

So to all of the men and women from
Sitka, from all over my State, from all
over the country, our hearts go out to
you. We are extremely proud of all of
you at this moment, like Sergeant
Goddard, who so bravely is defending
our freedom and our democracy. We
must acknowledge all of our men and
women for the sacrifices they are mak-
ing for America’s freedom, our free-
dom, the freedom of this Chamber, and
the freedom of millions of people all
over the world as we are protected by
those who are serving in our Armed
Forces.

Sergeant Goddard is an example to
all of us. It is this rock solid courage
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that we think about. This is what our
military is all about, unfaltering brav-
ery. So the recognition Sergeant God-
dard received is one that we look to, we
say thank you, and God bless.

I am going to share one last commu-
nication from Sergeant Goddard. This
was in an e-mail message he sent to his
family some months ago. It is a testa-
ment of his good will, and I believe his
honorable service to our country. In
his message, he stated:

I will be thinking of you all while over
there. It is because of people like you that
we fight the tyrants who stand in the way of
freedom and peace.

So to Sergeant Goddard and all of
those men and women who are serving
us for our freedom, we thank you.

I yield the floor, and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous
consent that morning business be ex-
tended until the hour of 12 p.m., with
the time equally divided between the
two leaders or their designees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore (Ms. MURKOWSKI). Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

Mr. THOMAS. We are in morning
business?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. That is correct.

———
ENERGY

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, I
take a moment to talk about at least
one of the pending matters. Certainly
our focus is, and should be, on what is
happening in Iraq, supporting our
troops, so we can support whatever
needs to be done now as this war, hope-
fully, comes to a successful conclusion.
In the meantime, of course, while we
are aware we are not yet at that point,
we have to continue with strong sup-
port and praise of our men and women.

In addition, business goes on. Despite
our interest in terrorism, despite our
concern and support for Iraq, our lives
continue. An important issue is energy.
We have been through this a number of
times before, and the unrest in the
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Middle East has something to do with
it, although it is not the exclusive rea-
son. We need to find ways, as we look
forward, to supply ourselves with our
electricity needs.

Energy is at times taken for granted.
We do not pay attention to it. Lights,
automobiles, food—everything has to
do with energy. As we all know, we de-
pend on imports for 60 percent of our
energy. Availability is threatened,
from time to time, but economically
we are better off producing here.

We are in the process of working on
an energy policy. Last year, Members
may recall, we began with no energy
policy. For various reasons—organiza-
tions, committees did not get to the
work—we had no policy. When we talk
policy, we are talking broader than the
details; we are talking about a vision,
where we need to be and the best way
to get there over a period of time. I
know how difficult it is because we
deal with issues before the Senate on a
daily basis. However, the most impor-
tant function of the Congress and the
Senate is to make policy. Others do the
details and the implementation. Our
emphasis ought to be on where we want
to go, where we want to be over a pe-
riod of time and, in broad terms, how
we get there.

We are now in the process, I am
pleased to say, of coming up with an
energy policy. Hopefully, it will be a
broad policy that will include what we
think our needs will be and then talk
about how we get there. The policy will
include, certainly, research. There will
be new ways of generating energy for
ourselves. We will be using different
kinds of energy over time, including
hydrogen. Certainly we will be looking
at conservation. There is no question
there are many ways we can save in
the amount of energy we each use; we
can reduce our demands on energy.
There will be emphasis on alternative
means, including hydrogen cars, and
perhaps hydrogen for other purposes as
well.

Most importantly, in the short term,
we will look at increasing domestic
production of energy. We have the re-
sources in our country to have consid-
erably more energy made available
than we do now. When we do it, for in-
stance, in the case of coal, one of the
largest resources of energy we have, we
have to continue to look for ways to
produce it in a clean fashion so we can
have good climate, clean skies.

I am hopeful we can continue to em-
phasize the future, where we need to
be, how we are going to get there. We
are going to have to recognize things
have changed, for instance, in the area
of electricity. Years ago, certainly,
generators were also distributes of
what they generated in their own retail
markets. Now we have changed that
and 40 percent of the generation is done
by so-called marketing generators that
do not distribute but sell it wholesale
around the country. Obviously, to
make that work, we have to have
transmission and transportation. That
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