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team had a winning chemistry. The 
Cowgirls won all 24 of their regular sea-
son games, a milestone in school his-
tory. Games at Maybee Complex were 
some of the largest attended events the 
Cowgirls had ever seen, and soon Har-
din Simmons University led the divi-
sion in home attendance. With great 
talent and wide support, the Cowgirls 
attained their first number one rank-
ing in the nation since becoming an 
NCAA member. 

But the Cowgirls did not stop there. 
They soon played some of the most 
competitive teams in the American 
Southwest conference and trium-
phantly won their fifth straight AFC 
tournament title. And their win made 
them one of only two undefeated teams 
in the Nation, earning them a spot in 
the coveted NCAA Division III basket-
ball tournament and a number one 
ranking in the Nation by the ESPN 
USA Today Women’s Basketball Coach-
es Association. 

The Cowgirls fought a tough battle 
at the NCAA championships. In the 
end, however, they were unable to win 
the title. But as Vince Lombardi once 
said, ‘‘The spirit, the will to win and 
the will to excel are the things that en-
dure. These qualities are so much more 
important than the events that occur.’’ 
Trophy or not, they have already won 
the most important prize, the pride, 
the joy, and the honor of representing 
their university and community for all 
of America to see. To me and those I 
represent, you, the Cowgirls, are al-
ready the biggest winners of all. 

None of these victories could have 
been achieved without the incredible 
team work that these 15 young women 
have demonstrated. From Abilene and 
San Angelo, Brady, and Stephenville, 
and all over the district, these women 
came from all areas, and through their 
hard work and efforts they became 
more than just teammates. They be-
came life-long friends. Their names 
will be remembered with pride at their 
school and within our communities: 
Sarah Allen, Kendra Anderson, 
KraTaura Buckner, Diane Cox, Sara 
Dickey, Lauren Harris, Hannah Jones, 
Veronica Jones, Erika Keese, Diana 
Martinez, Leigh Ann Neal, Keila 
Remmele, Laura Ricci, and Terri Rob-
inson. We will remember your victories 
in our hearts and our memories. 

The team as a whole has an incred-
ible spirit, but one player in particular 
has achieved notable recognition for 
her abilities on the team and for wom-
en’s basketball at large. Kendra Ander-
son has been named the Division III 
National Player of the Year by the 
Women’s Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion. She has been the American 
Southwest Conference’s most valuable 
player for the third straight year, the 
conference tournament most valuable 
player for the fourth straight year, and 
the first team All American and All 
South Region for the third year. She 
was also a WBCA All Star Challenge 
participant with 17 Division I All 
Stars. She scored an average of 20.1 

points and 10 rebounds per game this 
season alone. Kendra has forever raised 
the bar of excellence to a new standard 
for her friends and teammates to fol-
low. 

We all know that a basketball team 
can have all the best players in the 
world, but without direction and guid-
ance, strong leadership and vision, the 
team cannot develop and grow. That 
guiding force was first-year head 
coach, Shanna Briggs. Miss Briggs 
brought out the best in her players, 
sharpened their strengths and im-
proved their weaknesses. The Hardin 
Simmons women’s basketball program 
will continue in future years to prosper 
under her leadership and the dedication 
of its players. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to give the 
recognition today to the 2003 Hardin 
Simmons University Cowgirls, the hard 
work that the players and coaches have 
done to make this team the champions 
they are. They have learned, as Grace 
Lichenstein once said, that ‘‘your op-
ponent in the end is never really the 
player on the other side of the net or 
the swimmer in the next lane or the 
team on the other side of the field or 
even the bar you must high jump. Your 
opponent is yourself, your negative in-
ternal voices, your levels of determina-
tion.’’

The 2003 Cowgirls are examples and 
role models for athletes everywhere 
and proof of the powerful and resilient 
nature of women’s sports. Hardin Sim-
mons University’s 2003 Cowgirls, con-
gratulation on a great year.
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HONORING AMERICAN SOLDIERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BURGESS). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. GUTKNECHT) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, Dan-
iel Webster said, ‘‘God grants liberty 
only to those who love it and are al-
ways ready to guard and defend it.’’

What you see here is a banner that 
was displayed and then signed by thou-
sands of my constituents 2 weeks ago 
at a ‘‘support the troops’’ rally in 
Rochester, Minnesota. Now, I know ral-
lies like this have been conducted all 
over the United States, but this par-
ticular banner is on its way with me to 
Germany and will be displayed to the 
brave Americans who are in the hos-
pitals at Ramstein Air Force Base, and 
then hopefully it will make it from 
there down to the gulf so that the sol-
diers who are serving there can see this 
banner and know that people in South-
eastern Minnesota as well as people all 
over the United States support them. 

No nation has given more in the de-
fense of liberty than we Americans. 
From Valley Forge to Gettysburg, 
from Normandy to this very day, we 
have demonstrated what President 
Kennedy meant when he said that, ‘‘we 
will pay any price, we will bear any 
burden, we will meet any hardship, 
support any friend, oppose any foe, and 

shoulder any burden to keep the lamp 
of liberty burning brightly throughout 
the world.’’

We have all been heartened by the 
stories coming out of Iraq. Many of us 
have read of the rescue of PFC Jessica 
Lynch as recounted by Central Com-
mand briefer Major General Gene 
Renuart. According to General 
Renuart, a Special Ops soldier called to 
Private Lynch as he entered the room 
saying, Jessica Lynch, we are United 
States soldiers. We are here to protect 
you and take you home. 

As he walked over and took off his 
helmet, she looked up to him and said, 
I am an American soldier too. 

But not as many of us have heard the 
story of the recovery of the remains of 
the soldiers believed to have been sol-
diers killed there. And I quote, ‘‘At the 
same time,’’ Renuart recounted, ‘‘the 
team was led to a burial site where, in 
fact, they did find a number of bodies 
that they believed could be Americans 
missing in action. They did not have 
shovels in order to dig up those graves 
so they dug them up with their hands. 
And they wanted to do it very rapidly 
so they could race the sun and be off 
the site before the sun came up; a great 
testament to the will and desire of coa-
lition forces to bring their own home.’’ 

They did dig them up with their 
hands and raced the sun. 

On a cold and windy Sunday after-
noon just 2 weeks ago, the people of 
Southern Minnesota gathered to send a 
simple message. We sang songs, heard 
speeches, read letters, and most of us 
got a little misty eyed as proud parents 
held pictures of their sons and daugh-
ters wearing the uniforms of each 
branch of our military. Our purpose 
was simple. We wanted to say thank 
you for their service; and, second, we 
wanted them to know that we stand 
with them wherever they may be serv-
ing. All took their places in that long 
line, that long gray line that has never 
failed us. 

The images of the Iraqi citizens 
cheering our Armed Forces make us 
happy and proud, but somehow not sur-
prised. Once the Commander in Chief 
gave the order to liberate Iraq, most of 
us knew that the result and those im-
ages were inevitable. On behalf of all 
who have attended rallies, and espe-
cially those who signed this banner, let 
me say first that we mourn with those 
families who have borne the heaviest 
price of this battle. 

No politician can adequately salve 
wounds that will never completely 
heal. The best that we can say is that 
we will never forget. To all those, who, 
like PFC Lynch, are ‘‘American sol-
diers too,’’ and to all our sailors, air-
men and Marines, we say thank you. 
And we stand with you. May God con-
tinue to bless and protect our Nation 
and all who defend her.

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 
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