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SENATE RESOLUTION 123—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 28, 2003, THROUGH
MAY 2, 2003, AS “NATIONAL
CHARTER SCHOOLS WEEK,” AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. GREGG (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. FRIST, Mr. ALEXANDER,
MR. CARPER, and Mr. BAYH) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REs. 123

Whereas charter schools are public schools
authorized by a designated public body and
operating on the principles of account-
ability, parental involvement, choice, and
autonomy;

Whereas in exchange for the flexibility and
autonomy given to charter schools, they are
held accountable by their sponsors for im-
proving student achievement and for their fi-
nancial and other operations;

Whereas 39 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
have passed laws authorizing charter
schools;

Whereas 39 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
will have received substantial assistance
from the Federal Government by the end of
the current fiscal year for planning, startup,
and implementation of charter schools since
their authorization in 1994 under the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.);

Whereas 36 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
are serving nearly 700,000 students in almost
2,700 charter schools during the 2002-2003
school year;

Whereas charter schools can be vehicles for
improving student academic achievement for
the students who attend them, for stimu-
lating change and improvement in all public
schools, and for benefiting all public school
students;

Whereas charter schools must meet the
same Federal student academic achievement
accountability requirements as all public
schools, and often set higher and additional
goals, to ensure that they are of high quality
and truly accountable to the public;

Whereas charter schools assess and evalu-
ate students annually and often more fre-
quently, and charter school student aca-
demic achievement is directly linked to
charter school existence;

Whereas charter schools give parents new
freedom to choose their public school, char-
ter schools routinely measure parental ap-
proval, and charter schools must prove their
ongoing and increasing success to parents,
policymakers, and their communities;

Whereas more than two-thirds of charter
schools report having a waiting list, the av-
erage size of such a waiting list is more than
one-half of the school’s enrollment, and the
total number of students on all such waiting
lists is enough to fill another 1,000 average-
sized charter schools;

Whereas students in charter schools na-
tionwide have similar demographic charac-
teristics as students in all public schools;

Whereas charter schools in many States
serve significant numbers of students from
families with low incomes, minority stu-
dents, and students with disabilities, and in
a majority of charter schools almost half of
the students are considered at risk or are
former dropouts;

Whereas charter schools have enjoyed
broad bipartisan support from the Adminis-
tration, Congress, State Governors and legis-
latures, educators, and parents across the
Nation; and
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Whereas charter schools are laboratories of
reform and serve as models of how to educate
children as effectively as possible: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 28, 2003, through May 2,
2003, as ‘“‘National Charter Schools Week’’;

(2) honors the 11th anniversary of the open-
ing of the Nation’s first charter school;

(3) acknowledges and commends the grow-
ing charter school movement and charter
schools, teachers, parents, and students
across the Nation for their ongoing contribu-
tions to education and improving and
strengthening the Nation’s public school sys-
tem;

(4) supports the goals of National Charter
Schools Week, an event sponsored by charter
schools and charter school organizations
across the Nation and established to recog-
nize the significant impacts, achievements,
and innovations of the Nation’s charter
schools; and

(5) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to conduct appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities to dem-
onstrate support for charter schools in com-
munities throughout the Nation.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 124—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 28, 2003, AS
“NATIONAL GOOD NEIGHBOR
DAY’

Mr. BURNS (for himself, Mr. BAucus,
Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. MILLER, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
KOHL, and Mr. STEVENS) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REsS. 124

Whereas while our society has developed
highly effective means of speedy communica-
tion around the world, it has failed to ensure
communication among individuals who live
side by side;

Whereas the endurance of human values
and consideration for others is of prime im-
portance if civilization is to survive; and

Whereas being a good neighbor to those
around us is the first step toward human un-
derstanding: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 28, 2003, as ‘‘Na-
tional Good Neighbor Day’’; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States and interested groups and or-
ganizations to observe National Good Neigh-
bor Day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, today I
am introducing a resolution desig-
nating September 28, 2003 as National
Good Neighbor Day. | would like to
thank my colleagues Senators BAUCUS,
HATCH, STEVENS, CRAPO, CLINTON, MIL-
LER, LEVIN, KoOHL, and COCHRAN, for
their support. I would also like to
thank Becky Mattson of Lakeside,
Montana, who has taken this cause to
heart and championed it for so long.

In the aftermath of September 11th,
Americans united in an unprecedented
way. With the threat of terrorism still
very real, it has never been so impor-
tant to remain unified and conscious of
the concerns of our neighbors.

This resolution has a long history.
This resolution was first proposed by a
fellow Montanan, Senator Mike Mans-

April 29, 2003

field, in 1971. National Good Neighbor
Day was then proclaimed by Presidents
Nixon, Ford, and Carter because, as
President Nixon explained, ‘‘the re-
sponsibility for building a happier,
livelier, fuller life in each of our com-
munities must rest, in the end, with
each of us.”

This bipartisan resolution will set
aside a day to promote a better under-
standing and appreciation of our neigh-
bors. However, in the trying times in
which we now live, it will hopefully
serve as a catalyst for making every
day National Good Neighbor Day.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 125—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 28, 2003, THROUGH
MAY 2, 2003, AS “NATIONAL
CHARTER SCHOOLS WEEK’, AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. GREGG (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. CAR-
PER, and Mr. BAYH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REsS. 125

Whereas charter schools are public schools
authorized by a designated public body and
operating on the principles of account-
ability, parental involvement, choice, and
autonomy;

Whereas in exchange for the flexibility and
autonomy given to charter schools, they are
held accountable by their sponsors for im-
proving student achievement and for their fi-
nancial and other operations;

Whereas 39 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
have passed laws authorizing charter
schools;

Whereas 39 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
will have received substantial assistance
from the Federal Government by the end of
the current fiscal year for planning, startup,
and implementation of charter schools since
their authorization in 1994 under the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.);

Whereas 36 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
are serving nearly 700,000 students in almost
2,700 charter schools during the 2002-2003
school year;

Whereas charter schools can be vehicles for
improving student academic achievement for
the students who attend them, for stimu-
lating change and improvement in all public
schools, and for benefiting all public school
students;

Whereas charter schools must meet the
same Federal student academic achievement
accountability requirements as all public
schools, and often set higher and additional
goals, to ensure that they are of high quality
and truly accountable to the public;

Whereas charter schools assess and evalu-
ate students annually and often more fre-
quently, and charter school student aca-
demic achievement is directly linked to
charter school existence;

Whereas charter schools give parents new
freedom to choose their public school, char-
ter schools routinely measure parental ap-
proval, and charter schools must prove their
ongoing and increasing success to parents,
policymakers, and their communities;

Whereas more than two-thirds of charter
schools report having a waiting list, the av-
erage size of such a waiting list is more than
one-half of the school’s enrollment, and the
total number of students on all such waiting
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