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Human rights are universal. They are
every much the rights of the Cuban
people as they are the rights of people
everywhere. When they are denied, we
are all diminished. The United States
cannot prevent the wholesale violation
of human rights by the Cuban govern-
ment or any government. But we can
speak up.

We can say to them that this is unac-
ceptable.

We can say do not trouble us with
your farcial explanations and excuses.

And we can say, with confidence,
that those whose rights are so bla-
tantly denied today will one day show
their oppressors the real meaning of
“revolution’’—one that is based on the
rights of man, not the brutality of one
man.

————
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, | rise

today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. In the last Congress
Senator KENNEDY and | introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Act, a bill that
would add new categories to current
hate crimes law, sending a signal that
violence of any kind is unacceptable in
our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred November 3, 2001
in Los Angeles, CA. An Afghani-Amer-
ican woman was physically assaulted
and harassed by her two male neigh-
bors as she walked from her car to her
house. When the police arrived to take
a report, the two men told the officers
that the woman had been making ter-
rorist threats.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. | believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. BETSY ROGERS
OF LEEDS, AL, AS NATIONAL
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, | rise
today in honor of Dr. Betsy (Dawson)
Rogers, a teacher from Leeds, AL. On
April 30, 2003, in the Rose Garden at the
White House, President George W.
Bush presented Dr. Rogers with the es-
teemed National Teacher of the Year
award. Dr. Rogers was selected for this
honor from among the best teachers in
the Nation based on her compassion for
the children she teaches.

Dr. Rogers, a teacher of first and sec-
ond grade students at Leeds Elemen-
tary School, began teaching in 1985.
She was compelled by the needs of
many of her students, some from less
fortunate families just needing some-
one to encourage them to strive to
their greatest potential. Dr. Rogers in-
vests her time and energy in everyone
of her students. Day in and day out,
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she goes above and beyond the call of
duty, because for her students to
achieve their greatest potential, some
may need individual attention starting
from long before the school day begins
and lasting until hours after the last
bell rings.

Dr. Rogers has had many opportuni-
ties to teach at most any school of her
choice. Yet, she has humbly chosen to
stay at Leeds Elementary School,
knowing that her compassion is best
put to use by these children who need
it the most.

She loves everything about teaching,
because Dr. Rogers is shaping the fu-
ture for each child who comes into her
classroom. She doesn’t take this re-
sponsibility lightly, and for that she is
to be commended. | am grateful to Dr.
Rogers and teachers all over Alabama
and the Nation just like her, who un-
derstand the immense responsibility
they have as educators.

Dr. Rogers is blessed with an incred-
ibly supportive family. Her parents,
Elenor and Dick Dawson, are friends of
mine from Birmingham, and | know
they are very proud of their daughter’s
fine accomplishment. Her two sons,
Rick and Alan, have benefitted tremen-
dously from her gifted ability to teach.
And her brothers, Richard and Eric, are
close to her and celebrate with her on
this important award.

Alabama is honored to be home to
Dr. Rogers, and | hope that when my
grandchildren enter elementary school
they will have the fortunate experience
to have a teacher just like her.

———

WEST VIRGINIA MILITARY
SERVICE

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, |
rise today to honor all West Virginians
who have served our country in the
military, especially those currently
overseas. Former Senator Daniel Web-
ster once said, ‘“God grants liberty
only to those who love it and are al-
ways ready to defend it.”” West Vir-
ginians are known for their dedication
to military service and patriotism, and
to this day West Virginians continue
their proud tradition of military serv-
ice. Our soldiers are committed to our
Nation’s principles, and they are tire-
less in their efforts to preserve liberty.
| rise today to honor these intrepid
men and women whose military service
and commitment is unmatched—they
make me extremely proud to be a West
Virginian.

Only 3 States had a higher service
rate than West Virginia during World
War Il. Thirty-six percent of West Vir-
ginia’s male population—more than
one out of every three men—served
during that war. Nearly 4,700 West Vir-
ginians died fighting for our freedom in
that war.

West Virginia had the highest service
rate during the Korean War, with 16.2
percent of our men participating. Dur-
ing that war, tragically West Virginia
also suffered the highest death rate,
with about 40 war-related deaths for
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every 100,000 citizens, a total of over
800 deaths.

West Virginia had the second-highest
service in the Vietnam War, with 20.3
percent of our men serving. During
that war, again West Virginia had the
highest casualty rate in the Nation.
More than 700 citizens from our State
died in battle.

Now we are engaged in a war on ter-
ror—a war that our troops are fighting
heroically. Thousands of West Virginia
military personnel are taking part in
the war effort, from active duty troops,
to brave citizens in the National
Guard, to Reservists. Not long ago, the
world saw a symbolic climax of this
war as the imposing symbol of Saddam
Hussein’s dictatorship was toppled.
This moment could not have happened
without the bravery and sacrifice of
American forces and these forces would
not be complete without the long-
standing dedication of West Virginians.

We must not forget those men and
women who protected our freedom. In
1940, pilot V.A. Rosewarne remarked,
“The universe is so vast and so ageless
that the life of one [person] can only be
justified by the measure of his [or her]
sacrifice.” West Virginia has lost proud
soldiers in Afghanistan and also in the
recent war in lraq. In any war, there
are those who make the ultimate sac-
rifice by giving their lives, and we
must honor them. Let me take this op-
portunity to mention the sense of
honor that runs so deep in a represent-
ative sample of these West Virginians.

Second Lieutenant Therrel ‘“‘Shane”
Childers was born into a proud military
family near West Hamlin, WV, and he
always dreamed of a military career.
On March 21, at 30 years of age, he be-
came the first U.S. soldier Kkilled in ac-
tion in Operation lIraqi Freedom. His
devout determination led a childhood
friend of his to say, ‘“‘lI can feel deep in
my heart that he was doing what he
was meant to do,” and his mother to
say, ‘“‘He died doing what he loved best,
and that was being a Marine.”

There are countless examples of such
heroes. Kenny Shadrick, from the min-
ing town of Skin Fork, WV, was the
first recorded American death in the
Korean War. On July 5, 1950, he gave
his life in the fight against tyranny.
While it was July 5 in Korea, it was
still Independence Day in the United
States, and | am sure Kenny under-
stood what he was fighting for as he
bravely shot bazooka rounds at the ap-
proaching enemy tanks until his life
was tragically cut short. President
Truman articulated Kenny’s sacrifice
well when he wrote: ““He stands in the
unbroken line of patriots who dared to
die that freedom might live.”” West Vir-
ginia will never forget the service of
people like Kenny.

More recently, the world has heard
the heroic story of Private Jessica
Lynch, the teenager from Palestine,
WV, whose rescue as a prisoner of war
from lrag was universally celebrated.
As a matter of fact, approximately 400
West Virginians are surviving former
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prisoners of war, a further testament
to the courage and patriotism present
in West Virginia. Still today, Jessica is
being treated for an injury to her spine
and fractures to her right arm, both
legs, and her right foot and ankle. She
has endured so much pain, and yet her
family tells me she has remained
cheerful since her rescue. So much
courage in such a young soldier as Jes-
sica inspires us all, and underscores
how proud | am to represent my fellow
West Virginians.

We all owe these soldiers and so
many more from all over West Virginia
and across the country, past and
present, an enormous debt of gratitude.
For the dead: we celebrate and remem-
ber their lives, mourn their deaths, and
thank God that such people served.

For the living, we must fight for
them, who have fought so bravely for
us. We cannot forget to honor our vet-
erans. | will continue to fight for them
as well—for the nearly 25,000 West Vir-
ginia veterans of the Persian Gulf, for
the 65,000 surviving West Virginia vet-
erans from the Vietnam era, for the
more than 30,000 surviving West Vir-
ginia veterans of the Korean War, for
the 36,000 aging veterans of World War
11, and for the next generation of vet-
erans coming home from the Middle
East. So today, with my sincerest grat-
itude and pride for the services of these
men and women, | pledge to always
honor their sacrifices, because all West
Virginians understand the sacrifices
they have made and the respect they
have earned.

West Virginians have always felt a
sense of duty toward America, and we
have always answered the call for mili-
tary service. West Virginians under-
stand the importance of living in a free
society, and we also understand the pa-
triotic duty and sacrifice required to
do so. West Virginia soldiers have al-
ways reminded me of General Mac-
Arthur’s description of the American
soldier: ‘“‘Possessed of enduring for-
titude, patriotic self-denial, invincible
determination giving his youth
and strength, love and loyalty . . . one
of the world’s noblest figures.”” | am
honored to say that the good people of
West Virginia, in particular, exemplify
noble military service and proud patri-
otism.

——————

THE CIVILIAN VICTIMS OF COALI-

TION BOMBING ATTACKS IN AF-
GHANISTAN
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, | rise

today to speak about the innocent vic-
tims of coalition bombing raids in Af-
ghanistan, and to submit for the
record, an article regarding this situa-
tion from the Washington Post. | ask
unanimous consent that this article be
printed in the RECORD at the conclu-
sion of my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(See Exhibit 1.)

Mr. DODD. After many vyears of
armed conflict and internal unrest, Af-
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ghans are currently in the process of
rebuilding their nation. And, now that
the majority of military action in that
country is complete, it is clear that
many innocent Afghans lost their lives,
homes, or family members as a result
of coalition attacks. Certainly, | have
no doubt that throughout our military
actions in Afghanistan, our troops
acted with the highest possible level of
precision and professionalism in order
to avoid civilian injuries or deaths. |
applaud their valiant efforts and their
excellent performance. We all do. How-
ever, in all armed conflicts there are
mistakes made, and in this conflict,
several hundred Afghans died as a re-
sult.

The village of Madoo is a chilling ex-
ample of this loss of life. An estimated
150 people were killed in this village,
which was bombed by coalition forces,
along with other villages located near
Osama bin Laden’s former lair in the
mountains at Tora Bora. And, the mag-
nitude of this loss of life is highlighted
exponentially when one considers that
Madoo was home to only 300 people. In
these raids, not only was Madoo re-
duced to ruins, but half of its popu-
lation died; half of all its inhabitants
lost their lives. These were innocent
people, and the ones who remain—Ilike
so many others in Afghanistan—are
destitute. They did not only lose their
friends and family; they lost their
homes, possessions, and their liveli-
hoods.

Sadly, it has now been over a year
since much of this damage was in-
flicted, and while some have begun to
receive this aid, those injured by coali-
tion bomb attacks are still in desperate
need of assistance. With each passing
day, there is growing doubt amongst
many of the victims as to whether or
not American aid will ever arrive. This
is a troubling situation, and 1 hope my
colleagues will join me in calling on
the administration to ensure that
these funds quickly reach all of those
in need.

Indeed, Congress has already appro-
priated funds to assist humanitarian
and reconstruction efforts in Afghani-
stan. Unfortunately, the disbursement
of these funds to victims of coalition
attacks has been hindered for a number
of reasons. Ongoing military skir-
mishes in Southeastern Afghanistan
have in many cases prevented aid
workers from safely reaching the most
war-torn villages. In addition, wide-
spread destruction caused by decades of
conflict has spurred some Afghans to
falsely attribute their suffering with
coalition attacks. Moreover, local ri-
valries between clans and villages re-
quire the United States and the inter-
national community to distribute aid
equitably, so that no particular group
will feel a sense of inequity in the dis-
tribution of American aid, which would
only serve to heighten tensions.

I also understand the concerns ex-
pressed by some members of the admin-
istration regarding the complicated
policy implications that providing
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monetary compensation for victims of
coalition bombing raids could create.
Certainly, the security interests of the
United States are in the forefront of
the minds of every member of this
chamber. However, with our vast re-
sources, as well as American ingenuity
and creativity, we should work to de-
velop innovative approaches that will
ensure American aid reaches all of
those in need, while also protecting re-
gional and global American interests.

I am heartened by recent develop-
ments that will allow the United
States Agency for International Devel-
opment, USAID, to begin distributing
aid to war-affected communities in Af-
ghanistan. The $1.25 million obligation
for this effort is a good start. However,
while there are many reasons for the
slow distribution of American aid, the
reality is that the victims of these at-
tacks are still in great need of assist-
ance.

It is absolutely imperative that the
administration now acts with the same
swiftness and clarity witnessed in the
fight against the Taliban to aid these
innocent men, women, and children.
We must remind them that our quarrel
was not with the Afghan people, but
rather the Taliban. Now that we have
freed them from the oppressive hand of
that brutal regime, we must not leave
them alone.

The needs of the Afghan people are
immediate. They cannot wait. Indeed,
they have already waited too long. If
we continue to sit idly by; if we do not
help alleviate the suffering that was
unintentionally inflicted upon them,
then we will be creating an incubator
for the same type of anti-American
sentiment on which the Taliban and
Osama bin Laden thrived. We will be
laying the foundations for the very
mentality that we are trying to uproot.
We will be serving to destroy all that
we have worked to achieve.

EXHIBIT 1

[From the Washington Post, Apr. 28, 2003]
AFTER THE AIRSTRIKES, JUST SILENCE; NO

COMPENSATION, LITTLE AID FOR AFGHAN

VICTIMS OF U.S. RAIDS

(By April Witt)

MADOO, Afghanistan.—There
graves than houses in Madoo.

The mosque and many of the roughly 35
homes that once made up this hamlet in the
White Mountains of eastern Afghanistan lie
in rubble. At least 55 men, women and chil-
dren—or pieces of them—are buried here,
their graves marked by flags that are
whipped by the wind.

Seventeen months after U.S. warplanes
bombed this village and others in the vicin-
ity of Osama bin Laden’s cave complex at
Toro Bora, Madoo’s survivors say they can
tell civilian victims of U.S. bombing in Iraq
what to expect in the way of help from Wash-
ington: nothing.

“Our houses were destroyed,” said Niaz
Mohammad Khan, 30. “We want to rebuild,
but we don’t have the money. . . . We need
water for our land. We need everything. Peo-
ple come and ask us questions, then go away.
No one has helped.”

Madoo is one of several enclaves in the re-
gion that the U.S. military bombed over sev-
eral days in December 2001, killing an esti-
mated 150 civilians. Once home to 300 people,
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