May 14, 2003

And Paul Craig Roberts, who is a na-
tionally syndicated columnist, one of
our most respected columnists and was
a former assistant Secretary of the
Treasury under President Reagan, a
very conservative Republican, he wrote
a few days ago, he said in the last 27
months: “The U.S. economy has lost 2.6
million private sector jobs. Much of
this loss is from the fall in profits and
subsequent downsizing after the high-
tech bust. Some lost jobs, however, are
from a new development: America’s ex-

port of high-wage jobs to low-wage
countries.

“The collapse of the Soviet Union,
China’s ‘capitalist road,’ and

privatizations in formerly socialist
economies made it reasonably safe for
U.S. firms to locate capital and tech-
nology abroad to employ foreign labor
to produce for the U.S. market. The
main incentive to take production off-
shore is the availability of labor at
wages far below the U.S. rate.

“Foreign labor can be hired at a frac-
tion of U.S. cost, because the standard
of living is much lower in China, India,
and other Asian countries. These coun-
tries have a labor supply that is large
relative to demand, making it possible
to employ people at wages considerably
less than the value of their contribu-
tion to output.”

And it goes on in this column,
Madam Speaker, and says: ‘“Thus the
very process that helps U.S. firms be-
come more profitable and price com-
petitive worsens the U.S. trade deficit,
lowers U.S. employment and GDP
growth and puts pressure on the value
of the dollar.

“The growing ability of U.S. employ-
ers to substitute cheaper foreign labor
for U.S. labor is putting pressure on
U.S. wages and salaries. On April 26
The New York Times reported that real
earnings of those in the top 10 percent
fell 1.4 percent over the last year. The
real weekly pay for the median worker
fell 1.5 percent.

““Another indication of the pressure
on U.S. employment is the growing
number of discouraged job seekers who
have dropped out of the labor force.
The 6 percent unemployment rate does
not include those too discouraged to
seek jobs.”

If we do not start putting American
workers first once again, Madam
Speaker, we are going to have a real
problem in this country.

———————

A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY MUST
RELY ON DIVERSITY OF OPINION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, |
would like this evening once again to
bring to the attention of the Members
of the House of Representatives an ac-
tion which will be taken by the Federal
Communications Commission on June
2, now just a little more than 2 weeks
away. This is a very critical action,
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and it will be a controversial one. It
will be controversial within the Fed-
eral Communications  Commission
itself in that the vote is likely to be
three to two. The three Republican
members of the Communications Com-
mission will vote for this measure, and
the two Democrats will vote against it.
This measure will continue a program
that was advanced initially in the
1980’s which is bringing about the in-
creasing consolidation of the American
Communications System into the
hands of fewer and fewer people.

For example, as a result of actions
taken during the Reagan administra-
tion and subsequent actions taken, we
now have a situation in the United
States where 80 percent of the radio au-
dience is listening to stations that are
owned by just several companies. One
company owns radio stations, 1,220 of
them, all across America. This situa-
tion is critical because it is antithet-
ical to a democratic society.

When the Federal Communications
Commission was established back in
the 1930’s, it was established in order to
ensure that there would be a broad di-
versity of opinion expressed on radio,
which was at that time of course the
principal electronic means of commu-
nication. This position taken by the
FCC and by the Congress which estab-
lished it was informed by events that
took place in Europe in the 1930’s. Fas-
cist governments in Germany, in
Spain, and Italy had come to power by
increasingly consolidating the means
of communication; and once they were
in power, they completed that consoli-
dation, and it was through that con-
solidation that they remained in power
in those countries.

We here in the United States, recog-
nizing that situation, set up a program
whereby we would ensure there would
be local voices first on radio and then
subsequently on television when that
developed into the next important elec-
tronic medium of communication. But
beginning in the 1980’s, the Reagan ad-
ministration advanced principles which
allowed a handful of companies to in-
creasingly own more and more radio
stations, more and more television sta-
tions, and to dominate the public dis-
course, the public discussion, that was
taking place in specific areas around
the country. As a result of that, we
have less local news on many local
radio stations and television stations;
people have a difficult time finding out
what is going on in their community
by listening to their local radio sta-
tions. Often the programming in those
radio stations takes place thousands of
miles away and has no relationship
whatsoever to what is happening in
those communities. There is no local
voice, no local news voice, no local
voice about what is happening in those
communities as a result. And also, of
course, we are finding uniformity in
these communications media.

Now the Federal Communications
Commission is taking the next step, or
they want to take the next step. That
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is the Republican-dominated commu-
nications commission, the three mem-
bers, want to take the next step, and
that is to allow in addition to the radio
stations and the television stations in
a broadcast area to be owned by a sin-
gle entity, a single corporation, they
now want to allow a system which will
also allow for the newspaper in that
media market to be owned by the same
company.

This is a very dangerous situation. A
democratic society must rely upon di-
versity of opinion. No one single per-
son, No one corporation, no one entity
has a patent on the truth. The way
that we arrive at the truth in the
United States of America is by the con-
flux of voices, by people expressing
their opinions, expressing their views,
and those views being heard and then
people being elected on the basis of
those diverse opinions. All of that is in-
creasingly in jeopardy as a result of
the actions that have been and con-
tinue to be taken by the Federal Com-
munications Commission.

I am introducing a resolution to the
House of Representatives sponsored by
72 Members of the House. That resolu-
tion calls upon the FCC to halt this
process. | urge Members to come for-
ward and support that resolution.

———————

THE HIGH COST OF PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GuUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Madam Speaker, |
come to the well of the House again to-
night to talk about an issue that is an
enormous issue particularly for seniors
and that is the high cost of prescrip-
tion drugs here in the United States.
Today | received a copy of a new book
by Katharine Greider, and the title of
the book is “The Big Fix, How the
Pharmaceutical Industry Rips Off
American Consumers.” Ms. Greider has
done amazing research in terms of
what is happening in the prescription
industry here in the United States, and
it is not a pretty picture. In fact, one
of the most troubling statistics she
came up with as she did her research is
that 29 percent of the prescriptions
written in the United States are not
filled because people cannot afford
them. And here we have our own FDA,
the Food and Drug Administration,
which literally is treating law-abiding
citizens like common criminals simply
because they want to go to a foreign
country to buy drugs that they need.

Let me give an example. We talked
about this before. There is a drug
called Tamoxifen. Tamoxifen is a mir-
acle drug and | sort of have a love-hate
relationship with some of the people in
the pharmaceutical industry because
Tamoxifen is a miracle drug, and it has
saved lots of American women from
breast cancer.
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It is the most effective drug we have
found. But the interesting thing is
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