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has lost half a million jobs in just the
last 3 months. Today 8% million Amer-
icans are out of work, and millions
more are working in part-time jobs be-
cause they cannot find full-time em-
ployment.

Let us look at the facts. Since Janu-
ary 2001, when this administration
took office, we have seen a massive
shift in policy away from fiscal dis-
cipline in favor of a record of deficits.
The results of this policy could not be
any clearer. We have seen 2.2 million
lost jobs and an economy spiralling out
of control.

As | talk to the people in my district
in California, | find a high level of anx-
iety because of this economy. In my
district, and in the surrounding region,
we have the highest unemployment
rates in the entire Nation. It is a ter-
rible situation, and it is not an over-
statement to say that my constituents
are going through an economic depres-
sion.

We have thousands of people in cen-
tral California who are suffering
through no fault of their own. The un-
employed need our help. That is why
we are here today on this floor. These
people who are intelligent, hard-work-
ing and educated folks are out on the
street. They are running out of unem-
ployment benefits, and some of them
have already run out.

The fact is the good people in my
State and across the Nation need this
House’s help, and we have only 17 days
until we reach May 31, the day the last
extension of unemployment benefits
will expire.

That is why so many Democratic
Members from across all ideological
spectrums are upset. We want to make
sure that the people’s voices from our
districts are heard. That is why this
House ought to be a place where the
people’s voices are heard.

What do we say to the long-term un-
employed whose checks have already
run out, who do not know where they
are going to get the money to pay for
the rent, who do not know if they will
get evicted, who do not know how they
will be able to feed their children? In-
stead of listening to the voices of the
unemployed, the administration and
the majority in Congress have focused
solely on the need for additional tax
cuts, completely ignoring the dangers
posed by higher deficits.

Twenty-four years ago when | was an
intern to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. FrROST) who spoke earlier on this
floor, | sat at my desk and listened for
hours as the Republican Party railed
against high deficits. In the last 24
years, it seems that they have forgot-
ten those speeches, and now they have
forgotten the philosophy in favor of fis-
cal irresponsibility.

A short-term deficit is certainly un-
derstandable given the recession and
the need to respond to last year’s ter-
rorist attacks, but the tax cut package
approved by this House last week
would do serious harm to the long-term
fiscal health of this Nation. The pro-
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posal centers on permanent changes
that would further worsen an already
poor long-term budget outlook and
risks increasing long-term interest
rates, which | call the debt tax.

In my district it would do nothing to
help the vast majority of working fam-
ilies. In fact, | recently commissioned
a study that showed that most families
in the central valley of California
would see little or no benefits from the
Republican proposal to reduce taxes on
capital gains or dividends. The report
also showed that the full tax cut pack-
age handily favored only 1 percent of
the taxpayers of the 18th Congressional
District of California.

Mr. Speaker, the tax cut bill offers
nothing to help the unemployed and
those truly struggling in our stagnant
economy. It squeezes important pro-
grams out of the budget, forcing cuts
in Medicaid, in child care assistance, in
veterans benefits and more. In short,
this bill compromises the long-term
solvency of both the Federal budget
and the American economy, and it also
further strains the California budget,
devastated by the weak economy in our
State.

Instead of enacting the reckless pro-
visions of this Republican tax bill, I be-
lieve our economy would be best served
by pursuing a strategy of responsible
planning and fiscal discipline that will
shrink, rather than grow, our national
debt. These guiding principles are good
for the economy, the government, and,
most importantly, for American fami-
lies.

We need a stimulus plan that creates
jobs and puts people to work now, in-
stead of the majority and the adminis-
tration’s proposal being to trot out
more of the same failed economic poli-
cies that have failed time and time
again.

There is a case for considering a
stimulus package, and | strongly sup-
port the alternative stimulus package
offered by the Democrats. This eco-
nomic plan offers exactly the kind of
stimulus our economy needs. | hope we
have the chance to vote for it in the
near future.

Mr. Speaker, let us fight for those
unemployed folks in my district and
throughout America.

————

UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE
ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. BISHOP) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to express my concern
about the 2.1 million workers who will
lose their regular unemployment insur-
ance during the 6 months after May 31
if we fail to do the right thing and act
now to extend their benefits.

I believe we should not only extend
benefits, but also improve unemploy-
ment assistance by increasing the ex-
tension of benefits from 13 weeks to 26
weeks. Acting now to extend and im-
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prove unemployment benefits will help
an estimated 3.9 million workers.

This past December Congress faced a
pending expiration of benefits and ran
into an unfortunate and completely
avoidable situation when the benefits
of unemployed workers were allowed to
expire for a week. This time we have
the opportunity to act now and to do
the right thing to help workers who are
unemployed.

There are workers on Long Island in
the area | represent who desperately
want to work, but for whom jobs sim-
ply are not available. Everywhere | go
in my district | hear from workers who
are out of work or who fear that they
will soon be out of a job. These are
very real concerns to people on Long
Island and nationwide.

Our country faces a serious crisis. We
have Americans who want to work and
who are actively seeking work, but are
unable to secure employment and are
worried about putting food on their
dinner tables. | believe that extending
unemployment insurance to these
workers will not only provide working
families with relief, but will also serve
as an iIimmediate and much-needed
stimulus to our economy.

New York State has been particu-
larly hard hit by the ongoing economic
downturn. During the past month alone
New York has lost 10,300 jobs, and since
the end of 2001, our State has suffered
from a loss of an estimated 301,000 jobs.

Nationwide the unemployment num-
bers are staggering. Our unemployment
rate is at 6 percent, and there are 8.8
million unemployed Americans. Of this
number, 1.9 million Americans have
been unemployed for more than 27
weeks. In addition to these numbers,
there are approximately 4% million
workers who are working part time be-
cause they are unable to find full-time
employment.

If we want to find real economic
stimulus, we should readjust our prior-
ities and provide a helping hand to
those who are out of a job rather than
provide yet another fiscally irrespon-
sible tax break to this Nation’s
wealthiest citizens as we just did this
past Friday. We should do right by our
workers and act to stimulate the econ-
omy by putting a little extra money in
the pockets of working families.

We should contrast how the tax bill
went through this Congress. It raced
through this Congress, and yet we are
taking our time providing relief and
comfort to the millions of unemployed
workers. That is not fair, and we need
to address that.

The tax cut was presented as an eco-
nomic stimulus package, and yet stud-
ies have shown that for every dollar we
invest in extending unemployment
benefits, our economy would receive a
$1.73 boost. This boost is real, and the
impact would be felt immediately.

| urge my colleagues to take this im-
portant step to extend and improve un-
employment benefits. American work-
ers provide the engine that drives our
economy, and we have the best work-
force in the world. By helping workers
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out now when they need it the most,
we will reap a huge return in our in-
vestment.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ALEXANDER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

AMERICA’S TRADE DEFICIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
merce Department has just reported
the latest economic news and the trade
deficit figures, and the story is not
good. America’s trade deficit in March
surged sharply, reaching the second
highest monthly deficit in history.
This means thousands more lost jobs.
This chart illustrates the increasing
number of jobs we are losing every year
due to the imbalance of our trade ac-
counts.

In March, exports exceeded imports
by over $43.5 billion, just that month,
and the main culprit was oil. To feed
our addiction to oil, American con-
sumers paid out in March $9.1 billion
alone for imported petroleum. Do peo-
ple really understand what is hap-
pening? We are transferring wealth out
of the United States and into foreign
hands. For every dollar of imported pe-
troleum, we are giving Saudi Arabia,
7Y> cents; Mexico, 6% cents; Canada, 6%
cents; Venezuela, 6% cents; and Nige-
ria, 2% cents for every single gallon of
gasoline we use. In a year, this results
in billions of our dollars being trans-
ferred in income to dictatorships. Over
a decade we are talking about trillions
of dollars of wealth transferred abroad.

As my colleagues can see, much of
this money is going to prop up corrupt
oil regimes, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela,
Nigeria, Colombia. Just imagine if
America achieved energy independence
here at home instead of sending $9.1
billion more out of America in March.
We would be investing $9.1 billion in
the economic future of our own com-
munities, every single month, in new
jobs, new fuels, new energy tech-
nologies right here at home.

Again, in this Congress | am the
sponsor of the Bioenergy Independence
Act, which currently has 16 cosponsors
representing 10 different States. De-
spite all the events of recent months,
the Bush administration has no policy
for weaning America from its dan-
gerous and growing dependence on for-
eign oil. Quite the opposite. The Bush-
Cheney administration is of the oil
companies, by the oil companies and
for the oil companies. The oil compa-
nies have eliminated the middleman
and put their own people in the Depart-
ment of the Interior, in the Depart-
ment of Energy, and, indeed, in the
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Vice President’s residence and the
White House.

The Biofuels Energy Independence
Act of 2003 would authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to make and
guarantee loans for biofuel production,
distribution, development and storage.
The goal of my legislation is energy
independence for America. Energy
independence is essential for our eco-
nomic future and our national secu-
rity.

I do not want to depend on unstable
foreign sources of energy. We should
use our own domestic sources. The
power is growing in the fields of lowa,
Illinois, Ohio, coast to coast, and farm-
ers need income from the market, not
from the government.

I do not want to support dictator-
ships, and I know the American people
do not either. No longer will we depend
on corrupt foreign powers such as the
House of Saud or the Obasanjo admin-
istration in Nigeria or Chavez in Ven-
ezuela. Instead, we will empower our
own local communities and revitalize
our agriculture economy, which is on
life support now in the form of govern-
ment subsidies.

At the same time, we will build a
stronger economy. From coast to
coast, we will create American jobs and
American businesses for American
companies, used by American con-
sumers, and we will lower this job-kill-
ing trade deficit which gets worse
every month and the job deficit it is
creating coast to coast.
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After the trade numbers came out
yesterday, the chief economist at Wells
Fargo said this: ‘I don’t know how
long we can maintain this type of red
ink year after year decade after decade
without causing substantial damage to
the dollar and our economy.” Many of
us in the House have been talking for
years about the dangers of this growing
trade deficit.

We are quickly approaching the mo-
ment in history when foreign interests
own half the outstanding debt of our
country, and we now pay them over
$400 billion a year in interest: the lead-
ing country, China, followed by Japan,
followed by Saudi Arabia. $400 billion a
year in interest to them every year is
as much as we spend on the Depart-
ment of Defense. It is huge. Imagine if
we could help give that money to the
State of California, which is in bank-
ruptcy, the State of Ohio, all the
States in our Union that are so short
on funds.

Achieving energy independence by
relying on homegrown sources of en-
ergy will help America avoid the dan-
ger that an ever-increasing trade def-
icit poses to America’s economy and
our future.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHocoLA). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. DAvVIS) is recognized for 5
minutes.
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(Mr. DAVIS of Alabama addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——
TEXAS LEGISLATURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, in the
last 2 days, many Americans have been
intrigued by the story of 51 Texas legis-
lators breaking a quorum in the Texas
legislature by traveling to Ardmore,
Oklahoma. Many may wonder why
those legislators, whom | consider pro-
files in courage, would take such an ex-
traordinarily drastic step. People such
as Representative Pete Laney, who sev-
eral years ago, when President Bush
first learned that he would be the
President-elect to the United States,
was the Speaker of the Texas House,
the Democrat that then President-elect
Bush asked to introduce him to the Na-
tion. He was a bipartisan Speaker, a
great Speaker of the House. Mr. Laney,
along with 50 others, are in Ardmore,
Oklahoma.

I think the issue, to a large degree,
revolves around the principle of con-
gressional redistricting. For those that
do not understand that process, once
every decade, after a census is taken,
each State must go back through its
legislature and redraw congressional
district lines so we have equal popu-
lations in districts across the country.
In 2001, the Texas legislature failed to
do so. So as is the case, the Federal
courts step in and draw those districts.

Let me mention the facts. Fact num-
ber one: prior to this year, no legisla-
ture in the last 50 years in America has
redistricted more than once in a decade
unless ordered to do so by the Federal
courts.

Fact number two: the U.S. Supreme
Court has ruled that the Texas con-
gressional districts, drawn just 2 years
ago, are, in fact, constitutional. The
fact is those districts are fair. The Re-
publican ticket in Texas in this last
election carried 20 of those 32 congres-
sional districts. No one can argue that
is not being fair to Texas Republicans.

Fact number three: Texas Attorney
General Greg Abbott, a Republican, re-
cently gave a report to the legislature
saying it is not legally necessary to do
congressional redistricting for the sec-
ond time in 2 years because the law
simply does not require it.

Fact number four: Why are we even
dealing with this push for congres-
sional redistricting for the second time
in 2 years in Texas? Well, our majority
leader in the United States House, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY),
said it very succinctly. He said, ‘I am
majority leader and | want more
seats.” Forget the fact that the U.S.
Supreme Court said the present seats
are constitutional. Forget the fact that
no legislature in 50 years has redis-
tricted twice without a court order to
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