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When this proposal was unveiled by the
White House last  summer, James
Connaughton, the Chairman of President
Bush's Council on Environmental Quality,
gave the only frank description of the plan to
come from the Administration. He said:

“[T]he best place to get commercial grade
timber is in the context of these thinning
projects. So why not go there? And that’s
really what this [initiative] is about.”’

So the “thinning” is simply a Trojan horse to
allow massive commercial logging in our for-
ests.

If we're serious about stopping the destruc-
tive fires that destroy homes and threaten
lives, we need to focus on the borders be-
tween forests and populated areas.
Clearcutting in isolated areas of our forests, as
the bill allows, will not protect lives or property.
The slash created by clearcutting undermines
forest health and increases the risk of dam-
aging wildfires.

The Miller Substitute focuses on where the
greatest threat exists . . . the border between
forests and population centers. At the same
time, it preserves our ecologically valuable old
growth forests. If wildfire prevention is the
goal, then the Miller Substitute is the best way
to get there. We need to defeat this bill and
adopt the Miller substitute.

————
CONGRATULATING NICOLE
BORDALLO NELSON ON HER

GRADUATION FROM THE UNI-
VERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2003

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Ms. Nicole Bordallo Nelson for
completing her undergraduate degree in Psy-
chology from the University of San Francisco,
for which commencement ceremonies will take
place on May 24, 2003.

The Psychology Department at the Univer-
sity of San Francisco is a rigorous and highly
regarded program. | am proud of Nicole for
her tremendous achievement and for her hard
work in order to earn this prestigious degree.
However, it is her compassion for other people
that is most commendable. Besides her many
long hours of study and her hard work as a re-
search assistant with the University of San
Francisco Psychology Department, Nicole
spent much of her free time volunteering for
Bay Area homeless rescue missions. It is no
surprise that she has excelled at the college
level, and | have no doubt that she will con-
tinue to serve the community as she pursues
a career in the Psychology.

Before college, Nicole attended the Acad-
emy of Our Lady of Guam, a Catholic school
for young women on Guam, and later grad-
uated from St. Paul's School. In addition to
her coursework and hours of community serv-
ice, she excelled as an athlete in soccer and
basketball.

Today | join Nicole’s parents, Deborah Jose-
phine Bordallo and James Earl Nelson in con-
gratulating Nicole on her accomplishment.
They were always supportive and responsible
parents to Nicole, their only daughter, and
they have every reason to be proud of her
achievement. But most of all, | want to thank
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Nicole for making me one very proud grand-
mother. | know that her grandfather, the late
Governor Ricky Bordallo, must be smiling
down on her today. God bless you, Nicole, we
love you.

——

COERCED STERIZATION
INVESTIGATED IN SLOVAKIA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on
May 8, the Senate gave its consent to proto-
cols providing for the accession of seven new
members to the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation. | have supported Slovakia’s admission
to NATO and am heartened that the post—
1998 democratic and human rights progress in
Slovakia made the Senate vote possible.

Slovak leaders continue to demonstrate in
many concrete ways their commitment to the
oftcited but not always visible “shared values”
that are central to the trans-Atlantic commu-
nity. | was moved to read that several Slovak
leaders, including Speaker of the Parliament,
Pavol Hrusovsky, with whom | met last year,
Laszlo Nagy, Chairman of the Parliament’s
human rights committee, and the Foreign Min-
istry have spoken out so clearly and strongly
on behalf of the Cuban dissidents victimized
by Castro’s recent sweeping crackdown on
human rights activists.

At the same time, | have continuing con-
cerns about the Slovak Government's ongoing
investigation into allegations that Romani
women were sterilized without proper informed
consent.

Mr. Speaker, | know these allegations are of
concern to many members of the Helsinki
Commission, one of whom recently sponsored
a Capitol Hill briefing concerning the steriliza-
tions. | also discussed the issue with Slovak
Ambassador Martin Butora and Deputy Min-
ister Ivan Korcok in March. Eight Helsinki
Commissioners joined me in writing to Prime
Minister Dzurinda to express our concern, and
U.S. Assistant Secretary for Human Rights,
Democracy, and Labor, Lome Craner, com-
mented on this abhorrent practice at his hear-
ing on the State Department's annual human
rights report.

| was encouraged by the Prime Minister's
substantive and sympathetic response, and |
commend his commitment to improve respect
for the human rights of Slovakia’s Romani mi-
nority.

At the same time, | am deeply troubled by
one particular aspect of the government’s re-
sponse to the reports documenting that steri-
lizations occurred without proper informed
consent.

Shortly after the release in January of a
lengthy report on sterilization of Romani
women, a spokesperson for the ministry re-
sponsible for human rights was quoted in The
New York Times as saying: “If we confirm this
information, we will expand our charges to the
report’s authors, that they knew about a crime
for a year and did not report it to a prosecutor.
And if we prove it is not true, they will be
charged with spreading false information and
damaging the good name of Slovakia.”

In other words, if the government's inves-
tigation does not find evidence of coerced
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sterilization, they intend to make those who
dared make the allegation pay a price. And if
the government's investigation does confirm
the allegation, they will still make those who
made the allegation pay a price. | believe this
is what is meant by the old expression,
“Damned if you do, and damned if you don't.”
This is really an outrageous threat, and it's
hard to believe that an official responsible for
human rights would have made it.

Mr. Speaker, | had hoped that this was an
unfortunate misstatement and not really reflec-
tive of the Slovak Government’s policies. | had
hoped that the fact that almost every news-
paper article, from Los Angeles to Moscow,
about coerced sterilization in Slovakia has
mentioned this threat would lead the Slovak
Government to issue some kind of clarification
or retraction. Unfortunately, not only has there
been no such clarification or retraction, but the
threat has now been repeated—not once, but
at least twice.

First, in mid-March, the Ministry of Health
issued a report based on its own investigation
into the allegations. (A separate government
investigation continues.) Naming a particular
Slovak human rights advocate by name, the
ministry complained that she had refused to
cooperate with police investigators and this
could be considered covering up a crime. Es-
sentially the same point was made by
Slovakia’s Ambassador to the OSCE in early
April, ironically during a meeting on Romani
human rights issues.

Mr. Speaker, these threats raise serious
doubts about the breadth and depth of the
Slovak Government's commitment to get at
the truth in this disturbing matter. Can the Slo-
vak Government really expect women who
may have been sterilized without consent to
come forward and cooperate with an inves-
tigation with a threat like this hanging over
them? A few brave souls may, but | believe
these threats have had a substantial chilling
effect on the investigative process.

In fact, it is not unusual for those whose
rights have been violated to confide their sto-
ries only upon condition of anonymity. And
while | realize there has been a very serious
effort in Slovakia to improve the profes-
sionalism of the police and to address past
police abuses against Roma, | certainly can’t
blame Romani women if they are unwilling to
pour their hearts out to their local constables.
Simply put, the police have not yet earned that
trust.

| hope the Slovak Government will set the
record straight on this and remove any doubt
that the days when human rights activists
could be sent to jail for their reports is over.
Doing so is critical for the credibility of the
government’s ongoing investigation.

RECOGNITION OF ARDELL KIMMEL
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2003

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before
you today to recognize Ardell Kimmel of Jef-
ferson County, lllinois. Ardell was recently in-
ducted into the Senior Saints Hall of Fame of
Jefferson County.

Ardell received this honor for his lifelong
service to others. He served his country in
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World War Il as a United States Navy Gun-
nery Mate. After the war he earned a degree
in agriculture. Throughout his life he has
shared with high school and college students
his knowledge of agriculture. He has been in-
volved with the 4-H Club, Southern lllinois
Agri-Business Club, King City Dinner Club,
and American Legion Post 141. Ardell is ac-
tively involved at Central Christian Church
where he serves in numerous ways. He and
his wife, Wilma, have also raised two daugh-
ters and one son.

| want to congratulate and thank Ardell for
all he has done and will continue to do for the
people in his community. He is a saint to all
who know him and is deserving of this pres-
tigious honor.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO KENNARD
CLASSICAL JUNIOR ACADEMY
FOR RECEIVING A “GOLD STAR”
AWARD

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2003

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor ex-
cellence personified by Kennard Classical Jun-
ior Academy, in the St. Louis Public Schools
District.

In April the school was named one of 15 el-
ementary schools in the State of Missouri to
receive the “Gold Star” award for academic
excellence. | proudly enter their name into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD as part of a national
celebration of their achievement.

The feat by staff and students at Kennard
Classical Junior Academy is top flight, consid-
ering that some 35 highly competitive public
schools competed for the awards, for the
2002—-2003 academic year.

Chosen by a panel of school administrators
and other educators from across the state, all
applications were evaluated and winners were
selected during the month of April. The 15
schools were formally honored May 7 at a
forum in Jefferson City, MO, the State Capital.

To be eligible for the award, schools had to
meet academic performance criteria estab-
lished by the U.S. Department of Education for
the “No Child Left Behind—Blue Ribbon
Schools” program.

Established in 1991, the Gold Star Schools
program is sponsored by the Missouri Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary Education,
with financial support from State Farm Insur-
ance Companies, Inc.

In the program, elementary and secondary
schools are recognized in alternating years.

Mr. Speaker, there is something extra spe-
cial about Kennard Classical Junior Academy.
While the school sits in South St. Louis, in the
neighboring 3rd Congressional District, | read-
ily share my joy in this achievement because
my daughter, Carol, is a student at Kennard
and shares in her school’s success as well.

Mr. Speaker, | submit to you that success in
education can be achieved at all levels, and
sometimes where it is least expected.

As we celebrate 15 Gold Star schools in the
state of Missouri, with three in my district
alone, | also hope and plan for the day that
the majority of schools in the state achieve
“Gold Star” status.

At that time we can happily raise the aca-
demic bar again, for the next generation of
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students. If the students of today are a barom-
eter, then the students of the future will most
assuredly defy the odds against them and
take their place in the modern world as well-
educated leaders and decision-makers solving
future problems.

As leaders in government, it is our responsi-
bility to provide them the tools, the gifted
teachers and the inspiration to achieve against
great odds for even greater successes.

——————

RECOGNITION OF REV. LEROY
DUDE

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2003

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before
you today to recognize Rev. Leroy Dude of
Jefferson County, IL. Leroy was recently in-
ducted into the Senior Saints Hall of Fame of
Jefferson County.

Leroy received this honor for his lifelong
service to others. For 45 years Reverend
Dude served as pastor of West Salem Trinity
United Methodist Church. He performed many
baptisms, weddings, and funerals; as well as
mowing the lawns of others, helping to paint
barn roofs, and planting trees. Leroy also has
served as trustee and clerk of Shiloh Town-
ship. He and his late wife raised five children.

| want to congratulate and thank Leroy for
all he has done and will continue to do for the
people in his community. He is a saint to all
who know him and is deserving of this pres-
tigious honor.

CONGRATULATIONS TO PIERRE
LACLEDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
FOR RECEIVING A “GOLD STAR”
AWARD

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2003

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor ex-
cellence personified by a public school in my
district—Pierre Laclede Elementary School, in
the St. Louis Public Schools District.

In April the school was named one of 15 el-
ementary schools in the State of Missouri to
receive the “Gold Star” award for academic
excellence. | proudly enter their name into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD as part of a national
celebration of their achievement.

The feat by staff and students at Pierre
Laclede Elementary School was one of three
schools in my district so honored. Some 35
public schools competed for the awards, for
the 2002—-2003 academic year.

Chosen by a panel of school administrators
and other educators from across the State, all
applications were evaluated and winners were
selected during the month of April. The 15
schools were formally honored May 7 at a
forum in Jefferson City, MO, the State capital.

To be eligible for the award, schools had to
meet academic performance criteria estab-
lished by the U.S. Department of Education for
the “No Child Left Behind—Blue Ribbon
Schools” program.

Established in 1991, the Gold Star Schools
program is sponsored by the Department of
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Elementary and Secondary Education, with fi-
nancial support from State Farm Insurance
Companies, Inc.

In the program, elementary and secondary
schools are recognized in alternating years.
Mr. Speaker, | submit to you that success in
education can be achieved at all levels, and
sometimes where it is least expected.

As we celebrate 15 Gold Star schools in the
State of Missouri, with three in my district
alone, | also hope and plan for the day that
the majority of schools in the State achieve
“Gold Star” status and we can happily raise
the academic bar again, for the next genera-
tion of students.

If the students of today are a barometer,
then the students of the future will most as-
suredly defy the odds against them and take
their place in the modern world as well-edu-
cated leaders and decisionmakers solving fu-
ture problems.

As leaders in government, it is our responsi-
bility to provide them the tools, the gifted
teachers and the inspiration to achieve against
great odds for even greater successes.

———

IN HONOR OF THE DEDICATION OF
THE SHIRLEY GRALLA GIRLS’
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AT BE’ER
HAGOLAH INSTITUTES

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2003

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Shirley Gralla, a life-long supporter of
Jewish education around the world, on the
dedication of the Shirley Gralla Girls’ Elemen-
tary School at Be'er Hagolah Institutes in
Brooklyn, NY.

As a child in the early 1920s, Shirley Gralla
came to America from Eastern Europe in
search of the “American Dream.” As an adult,
she has dedicated her life to making that
dream a reality for thousands of Jewish immi-
grant children. With her husband Milton, Shir-
ley helped transform Be'er Hagolah Institutes
into the largest school in the United States de-
signed to attract and educate Jewish children
from the former Soviet Union. The Center,
which was established in 1979, educates
nearly one thousand students from kinder-
garten through grade 12, and has a policy of
turning no child away for financial reasons. In
fact, most of the student body receives a full
or partial scholarship.

Shirley and Milton have endowed and
named schools in Odessa, Ukraine; Kiev,
Ukraine; Moscow, Russia, and Jerusalem,
Israel. She has initiated a family sponsored
endowment of a floor at the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine in New York City, for the
study of brain disorders. More recently, Shirley
helped to create the Brandeis University “Gen-
esis” Program, which invites Jewish teens
from around the United States to participate in
an enriching Judaic and academic experience
at the university’s campus in Waltham, Massa-
chusetts. For these and other achievements,
Shirley Gralla has been named a Fellow at
Brandeis University and a Doctor of Humane
Letters by Yeshiva University.

When the need for new facilities at the Be’er
Hagolah Institutes became obvious ten years
ago, Shirley and Milton rose to the challenge.
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