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current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well.

f

ACTIVITIES OF THE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, as 
chairman and vice chairman of the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, Sen-
ator ROCKEFELLER and I have sub-
mitted to the Senate the Report of the 
Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of its activities during the 
107th Congress from January 3, 2001 to 
November 22, 2002. The Committee is 
charged by the Senate with the respon-
sibility of carrying out oversight of the 
intelligence activities of the United 
States. Much of the work of the Com-
mittee is of necessity conducted in se-
crecy, yet the Committee believes that 
the Intelligence Community and this 
Committee should be as accountable as 
possible to the public. The public re-
port to the Senate is intended to 
achieve that goal.

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

JOHN AND JESS ROSKELLEY’S 
CLIMB OF MT. EVEREST 

∑ Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to congratulate father and 
son John and Jess Roskelley of Spo-
kane, WA, for their successful climb of 
Mt. Everest. The Roskelleys’ achieve-
ment is both inspiring and historic. By 
reaching the summit on Wednesday, 
May 21, the Roskelleys became the 
first father and son to climb the 
world’s highest mountain together. 
Jess also became the youngest Amer-
ican to ever complete the climb. 

Throughout history, explorers and 
adventurers have held a special place 
in our imaginations. Their vision and 
determination to explore uncharted 
territory, and to surmount over-
whelming obstacles in fierce conditions 
and environments remind us of the in-
domitable power of the human spirit. 

Mt. Everest has long captivated man-
kind as a powerful symbol of the awe 
the natural world can evoke. Since Sir 
Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay 
became the first people to grace its 
summit 50 years ago, the challenge of 
climbing Everest has attained an 
iconic status. Its precipitous slopes, 
seemingly bottomless crevasses, and 
thin air are a reminder both of the 
power of natural forces, and of the fra-
gility of human life. 

John Roskelley is an expert climber, 
with 30 years experience climbing in 
the demanding Himalayas. He is also 
an accomplished photographer and au-
thor, whose work vividly conveys the 
challenges and emotions of high-alti-
tude mountaineering. John is a dedi-
cated public servant, as well: he serves 
as a Commissioner of Spokane County. 

Jess Roskelley has clearly inherited 
his father’s mountaineering talents 
and taste for adventure. Though he is 
only 20 years old, Jess is already an ac-

complished climber in his own right. 
He has climbed Washington State’s 
highest peak, 14,411-foot Mt. Rainier—
also an impressive mountaineering 
feat—a remarkable 35 times. 

The Roskelleys’ names will long be 
remembered with those of other mag-
nificent climbers from Washington 
State—a proud history that includes 
such giants as Jim and Lou Whittaker, 
Jim Wickwire, Willi Unsoeld, and Ed 
Viesturs. 

With their accomplishment, John 
and Jess Roskelley have contributed to 
this tradition, and to that of all the ad-
venturers and explorers who inspire us 
to challenge ourselves to realize our 
dreams, and to persevere in the face of 
overwhelming odds. They remind us of 
President John F. Kennedy’s affirma-
tion that we pursue some goals ‘‘not 
because they are easy but because they 
are hard.’’

The Roskelleys’ remarkable achieve-
ment reminds us what we can accom-
plish when we set our hearts and minds 
upon difficult goals. I congratulate 
them on their success, and wish them a 
safe trip home.∑

f 

250TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF 
KEENE, NH 

∑ Mr. GREGG. Mr President, I rise 
today in honor of Keene, NH, the Elm 
City of New Hampshire. As the United 
States prepares to observe the 227th 
anniversary of our independence, the 
citizens of Keene will be celebrating 
the city’s 250th birthday. It is therefore 
timely and appropriate that we recog-
nize this great American community. 

From its first settlement in the early 
1700’s until today, Keene has been the 
economic and cultural hub for the Mo-
nadnock region. The city’s manufac-
turing and commercial companies have 
not only energized the local economy 
but have made significant contribu-
tions to our country. The Kingsbury 
Machine Tool Corporation, for exam-
ple, was a key supplier of equipment 
during the Nation’s involvement in 
World War II and the Korean War. The 
Faulkner and Colony Manufacturing 
Company is certainly one of the great 
industrial companies in our Country’s 
history and its legacy is still being felt 
today. In addition to this central role 
as an economic engine, Keene has been 
an education leader. It is home to 
Keene State College, one of the our 
State’s leading institutions of higher 
learning. 

Of course, we cannot talk about this 
city without praising its most distinc-
tive asset: the people of Keene. They 
have never been restrained in lending 
their talents and energies to any noble 
cause or to any effort that will 
strengthen the community’s social fab-
ric. Throughout its history, Keene’s 
residents have demonstrated this com-
mitment to their neighbors and their 
country. For example, upon hearing of 
the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the town organized a cele-
bration of this great news. Unfortu-

nately, they had no way of affixing the 
new American flag to the Liberty Pole, 
other than by climbing to the top, 
which was dangerous. A 9-year-old boy 
stepped out of the crowd and offered to 
take up this challenge. Witnesses said 
as the boy went higher, the pole start-
ed to bend. However, he made it and, as 
the crowd cheered, set the American 
Flag at the pole’s highest reach. In 
February 1835, a Keene native, the Hon-
orable John Dickson, delivered the 
first important anti-slavery speech 
ever made in the United States Con-
gress. In 1892, John Henry Elliot do-
nated the building which became the 
City’s first modern hospital. During 
the Civil War, 584 men from Keene 
served; 48 gave their lives. Forty Keene 
residents fought at the Battle of Bunk-
er Hill. Catherine Fiske opened the 
Young Ladies Seminary in Keene on 
May 1, 1814. This was the first boarding 
school in New Hampshire and just the 
second in the United States. Its reputa-
tion for educating the young women of 
Keene and of many other States in the 
country was unmatched in its day. 

Horatio Colony, the city’s first 
mayor in 1874, is one of a long line of 
talented public servants from Keene 
who have helped make New Hampshire 
such a great place to live. Today, the 
city is continuing this honorable tradi-
tion. The long-time dean of the New 
Hampshire State Senate, Clesson 
‘‘Junie’’ Blaisdell, hailed from Keene. 
The sitting mayor, Michael E.J. 
Blastos, has been a long-time leader 
here. The current President of the New 
Hampshire State Senate, Tom Eaton, 
calls the city his home. In addition to 
guiding one half of New Hampshire’s 
legislative body, Senator Eaton also 
serves as acting Governor of New 
Hampshire whenever the Governor is 
out of state or otherwise unable to per-
form the duties of the office. Born and 
raised in this region of the State, Sen-
ator Eaton represents all that is great 
about the City. 

All of these people, and their stories, 
illustrate the can-do attitude and spir-
it of activism of Keene’s people. With 
that, I am proud to honor and salute 
them as they celebrate the 250th birth-
day of Keene, NH, the Elm City of the 
Granite State.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO MICHIGAN’S FIRST 
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD BRI-
GADE COMMANDER 

∑ Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, the 
contributions of women in the U.S. 
Armed Forces stretches back to the 
battlefields of our Revolution and con-
tinues in the deserts of Iraq today. 

But those contributions have not al-
ways been recognized. 

Today, I rise to note another mile-
stone for women in the military and 
pay tribute to COL Mandi Murray who 
recently became the first woman to 
command a brigade in Michigan’s 
Army National Guard 

Colonel Murray now commands the 
2,433 soldiers of the 63rd Troop Com-
mand based in Jackson, MI. 
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The missions of the 63rd Troop Com-

mand include maintenance, transpor-
tation, administration, Army aviation, 
and Airborne Ranger duties. One unit 
of the 63rd Troop Command is now 
serving in Iraq and—sadly—one of its 
servicemen was killed there last 
month. 

Colonel Murray has had a remarkable 
career as both a civilian and an officer 
in her 22 years with the Army National 
Guard. 

She joined the Guard when she was 
17. At one time she juggled full-time 
duties as a neonatal intensive care 
nurse, full-time studies at the Univer-
sity of Detroit Law School, and her ob-
ligations to the military. 

She is married to a fellow officer—
LTC Martin Murray with the Michigan 
Army National Guard’s State Area 
Command—and now outranks him. 

But that is not a problem for this 
couple. 

‘‘My husband and I are truly in this 
as a team,’’ Colonel Murray said re-
cently. ‘‘Sometimes one has to step 
back for the other. He knows I 
wouldn’t be here without him.’’

The Murray’s have two children, and 
both hold demanding full-time careers. 
She works as a lawyer for the St. Jo-
seph Health System, and he is an oper-
ations director of a 23-physician med-
ical practice. 

Our Nation is grateful to have such 
fine men and women willing to serve, 
and I am proud this couple hails from 
my home State. 

Women have come a long way since 
1778, when Mary Ludwig Hays—also 
known as Molly Pitcher—manned a 
cannon at the Battle of Monmouth in 
place of her wounded husband. 

For her bravery, General George 
Washington made her a noncommis-
sioned officer, and for the rest of her 
days she was known as Sergeant Molly. 

Now, when the armed services are 
called to duty, almost 200,000 women 
from all branches of the armed services 
stand ready to defend their Nation—
women like Colonel Murray. 

I salute their bravery and their sense 
of duty as I do all who choose to wear 
our Nation’s uniform with pride.∑

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
ERIN M. MCCARTER 

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the career of LTC Erin 
M. McCarter. She has served her coun-
try in the Air Force for more than 20 
years and will be retiring in June. 

Colonel McCarter grew up in Moline, 
IL, and was commissioned as an officer 
in the Air Force after earning a bach-
elor’’s degree from the University of 
Iowa in 1982. She has served in various 
logistics assignments during her time 
in the Air Force. She was the officer 
accountable for nuclear munitions at 
Ellsworth AFB, SD; she served as wing 
supply and headquarters staff officer at 
Spangdahlem and Ramstein Air Bases 
in Germany and Shaw AFB, SC. In ad-
dition, she served as Chief of the Pa-

cific Air Force’s weapon system sup-
port at Hickam AFB, HI. From 1996–
1997, Colonel McCarter commanded the 
8th Supply Squadron at Kunsan Air 
Base, Republic of South Korea. She 
also served as Congressional Liaison to 
Capitol Hill. Colonel McCarter assumed 
her duties managing foreign military 
sales to the Royal Saudi Air Force in 
September 1999. 

Colonel McCarter plans to return to 
her home State of Illinois upon her re-
tirement. I know my fellow Senators 
will join me in thanking LTC Erin 
McCarter for her distinguished service 
to her country and wish her well in her 
future endeavors.∑

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF SISTER 
AUGUSTA JOHNSON 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my appreciation for 
Sister Augusta Johnson’s many years 
of dedicated service to the Benedictine 
Sisters of the Mother of God Monastery 
in Watertown, SD. Sister Johnson has 
recently announced she will be retiring 
after 30 years in a leadership position 
at Prairie Lakes Healthcare System. 

Sister Johnson currently serves as 
vice president of administrative serv-
ices but began her career as the office 
manager at St. Ann’s Hospital before it 
became Prairie Lakes Hospital. During 
her notable career, she has also served 
as the controller and chief financial of-
ficer of St. Ann’s. When the organiza-
tion was merged with Memorial Med-
ical Center to form Prairie Lakes 
Healthcare System in 1986, Sister 
Johnson was named interim adminis-
trator. During this time, she was re-
sponsible for bringing a home-based 
health care program called Home Con-
nections to Prairie Lakes. Prior to her 
entrance into the health care industry, 
Sister Johnson spent time as an ele-
mentary school teacher and principal 
in five South Dakota communities. 

As vice president of administrative 
services for Prairie Lakes, Sister John-
son serves as the administrator for 
Prairie Lakes Care Center, the vice 
president overseeing the Lab, Radi-
ology and Environmental Services De-
partments, and Prairie Lakes Cancer 
Center. Over her career with Prairie 
Lakes, she has been the organization’s 
representative for four major construc-
tion projects, including the current $11 
Million dollar Prairie Lakes Medical 
Office Building and hospital expansion 
plan. 

After receiving her bachelor’s degree 
in education from Mount Marty Col-
lege in Yankton, SD, Sister Johnson 
obtained a master’s degree in adminis-
tration from Northern State Univer-
sity in Aberdeen, SD. She went on to 
earn a certificate in hospital adminis-
tration from St. Louis University be-
fore returning to South Dakota. 

In addition to her countless obliga-
tions to Prairie Lakes Hospital, Sister 
Johnson is one of South Dakota’s two 
delegates to the American Association 
of Homes and Services for the Aging 

and has served on that organization’s 
board of directors. In addition, she is a 
member of Sioux Valley’s long-term 
care finance task force and serves on 
the South Dakota Association of 
Healthcare Organizations Long Term 
Care Council. 

I commend Sister Johnson for her 
selfless commitment to the service of 
others and thank her for all of the 
work she has done for her community, 
her State, and her Nation. Her efforts 
have truly made a difference in count-
less numbers of lives of people she has 
never even met. I extend my very best 
wishes to her upon her retirement and 
predict that she will find peace and ful-
fillment in whatever lies ahead.∑

f 

HONORING MISS KACEY REYNOLDS 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I have 
the privilege and honor of rising today 
to recognize Miss Kacey Reynolds of 
Calvert City, KY. Kacey was selected 
as first place district winner of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States and the Ladies Auxiliary’s 
Voice of Democracy National Essay 
Competition Program. 

Kacey’s essay submission detailing 
her commitment and responsibility to 
America caught the eye of the VFW 
and Ladies Auxiliary. Along with a col-
lege scholarship, the national scholar-
ship recipients were rewarded with a 
trip to Washington, DC. 

Currently participating in Paducah 
Christian Homeschool, Kacey was rec-
ognized earlier this year as a Focus on 
the Family 2003 Brio Girl of the Year 
finalist and is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society. Outside of aca-
demics, she is an active teen who en-
joys acting, rappelling, scrapbooking, 
and horseback riding. She hopes to 
study music and business management 
when she attends college. 

I am pleased that Kacey takes such 
pride in her community and Nation. 
She recognizes the sacrifices made by 
others in order to secure her freedom. 
Respect and appreciation, as shown by 
Kacey, can sometimes get pushed to 
the side during the daily routines of 
life. I am pleased this young lady has 
taken time to reflect on the meaning of 
freedom and the price of it. Please join 
me in congratulating Miss Kacey Rey-
nolds and wishing her the best of luck.∑

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ST. THOMAS 
ORTHODOX CHURCH OF INDIA 

∑ Mr. LEVIN, Mr. President, I would 
like to recognize the anniversary of the 
St. Thomas Orthodox Church of India 
for 25 years of dedication and service to 
my home State of Michigan and spe-
cifically the Southfield and metropoli-
tan Detroit communities. 

St. Thomas Orthodox Church was the 
first Indian church established in 
Southfield, MI. In addition to being a 
source of spiritual guidance, the 
church also celebrates and preserves 
Indian culture and heritage in the 
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