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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Forbid, Lord, that our roots become
too firmly attached to a given moment
in time or that our love be limited to
earthly things.

Help us to understand that this jour-
ney of life is but an introduction, a
preface, a school of love for what is yet
to come.

Grant us, Lord, true perspective.
Then shall we not be possessed by the
things we possess, or love only the
things of time, but come to love the
things that endure.

Save us from the tyranny of posses-
sions which we have no leisure to enjoy
or property whose care becomes a bur-
den or of games which only rob us of
time.

May we have the courage to simplify
our lives around family, friends and
faith.

And by Your grace, may we be fully
alive, not merely exist, enjoy our work
and find balance in daily living so as to
live as the free children of God now and
forever. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from lowa (Mr. BosweLL) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. BOSWELL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 160. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the
United Nations should remove the economic
sanctions against Irag completely and with-
out condition.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 515. An act to provide additional author-
ity to the Office of Ombudsman of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

The message also announced that
pursuant to the provisions of Public
Law 107-306, the Chair, on behalf of the
Majority Leader, after consultation
with the Chairman of the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the Senate,
announces the appointment of the fol-
lowing individuals to serve as members
of the National Commission for the Re-
view of the Research and Development
Programs of the United States Intel-
ligence Community: The Honorable
Fred Thompson of Tennessee. Bran
Ferren of California.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 99-498, the
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, appoints Claude O. Pressnell,
Jr. of Tennessee, to the Advisory Com-
mittee on Student Financial Assist-
ance for a three-year term.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 105-292, as
amended by Public Law 106-55, the
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, upon the recommendation of
the Majority Leader, appoints the fol-
lowing individual to the United States
Commission on International Religious
Freedom: Michael K. Young of Wash-
ington, D.C.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will re-
ceive 10 1-minute speeches on each
side.

———

HONORING CONGRESSIONAL
RESEARCH SERVICE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Members of
Congress need access to information.
The problem is there is so much of it
that to process it and use it to make
decisions is often difficult. My staff
mines through a lot of information,
does a great job with limited resources,
and they often need help. And that is
where the Congressional Research
Service comes in.

CRS helps with research on nearly
any topic. They are able to track down
new stories, books. They can talk
through issues, help review legislation.
Congress would not be the same with-
out the valuable service they provide.
My office has had the privilege of
working with CRS quite closely on a
number of issues. In particular, Ted
Stedman and Wayne Riddle helped up-
date my Dollars to the Classroom Act.

Tim and Wayne and their colleagues
at CRS are an invaluable part of what
we are trying to accomplish here in
Congress. | thank CRS for their hard
work, for their dedication in providing
Congress with the tools that we need to
address the issues our Nation faces.

————

HONORING BETTI AND CARLOS
LIDSKI

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to pay special tribute to two
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wonderful individuals in my congres-
sional district: Betti and Carlos Lidski,
National Trustees of The Foundation
Fighting Blindness.

The Foundation is working valiantly
to find a cure for retinal degenerative
diseases. These debilitating diseases
currently claim the sight of over six
million Americans. Through the tire-
less efforts of the scientists at the
Foundation and through the generosity
of individuals like the Lidskis, exciting
strides have been made in finding a
cure and providing viable treatment
options for those who suffer with these
illnesses.

I thank Betty and Carlos and their
entire family for the love, compassion,
and unwavering dedication that they
demonstrate every day for the visually
impaired. They are truly an inspira-
tion, not only to our South Florida
community but indeed to our entire
Nation.

Gracias to Betti and Carlos.

————

URGING THE FCC TO COMPLETE
ITS WORK

(Mr. BOSWELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, as the
Members know, | with many others in
our Congress have served halfway
around the world in a place called
Southeast Asia. Sometimes we won-
dered how long it would take to get the
equipment to us. It would take up to a
month, but it always arrived. It always
got there.

Mr. Speaker, | am sure all of us in
this Chamber would agree that we
must ensure the government operates
efficiently and in a timely manner.
However, a situation has come to my
attention that I find very troubling.

Three months ago, the FCC adopted
its Triennial Review order. | believe
the economic implications of this ac-
tion will be of great benefit throughout
our Nation. However, the FCC has had
3 months to issue rules on this action
and has done nothing. Meanwhile the
companies are held hostage because,
quite frankly, their hands are tied.

Mr. Speaker, how is it possible the
United States can ship a large piece of
military equipment halfway around the
world in a shorter period of time than
it takes the FCC to send its rules up a
flight of stairs?

I am here today urging the FCC to
complete its work and bring some cer-
tainty to the telecommunications in-
dustry so that our Nation can move
forward and our economy can once
again begin to grow.

————
JOBS AND GROWTH PACKAGE

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, today
or tonight this body will get another
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chance to vote on the Jobs and Growth
package. The benefits of this bill are so
obvious, one has to wonder what is
going on in the minds of anyone who
still opposes it. From their arguments,
the opponents in the press and in this
building seem to be saying, ‘“Do not
create jobs, do not trim taxes, do not
stimulate the economy. Washington
needs the money to spend on new pro-
grams and bigger government.”

On the other hand, maybe these tax
relief antagonists are saying, ‘“We do
not want a Jobs and Growth package
because stimulating the employment
and energizing the economy will not
get us reelected” .

Then again, perhaps the jobs and
growth opponents are saying ““‘Give the
people our money? Oh, no, you don’t. It
is our money, not the people’s money.
Every dollar in tax relief is a dollar out
of our hands. We cannot let that kind
of power slip out of our control.”

The truth is, listening to the tor-
tured arguments of those who still op-
pose this bill makes even the casual ob-
server want to put a bag over his head
just for tuning in.

This is not rocket science. Simple ec-
onomics tells us when we put more
money in the hands of working families
and small businesses, we get more
spending, new jobs and a revived U.S.
economy. It works.

———

EXTENDING UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

(Mr. CARDIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, if the
House does not act today or tomorrow,
80,000 Americans will be denied ex-
tended unemployment benefits on June
1. Every week thereafter, another 80,000
laid-off workers will be denied benefits,
totaling $2 million over the next 6
months. This is in addition to the one
million unemployed workers who have
already exhausted their extended bene-
fits.

Last week, Democrats tried three
times to get a vote on extending unem-
ployment benefits, but each time the
Republicans said no. We are now in the
longest period of negative job growth
since the Great Depression. The unem-
ployed are looking for work, but they
cannot find jobs. They need and de-
serve extension of unemployment bene-
fits.

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that you
would entertain a request to imme-
diately consider legislation introduced
by the gentleman from New York (Mr.
RANGEL) and myself, H.R. 1652, to ex-
tend unemployment benefits for mil-
lions of Americans who have lost their
jobs, not just those who have ex-
hausted their State benefits. This re-
quest would simply ensure that the un-
employed at least get a vote on the
floor before we adjourn. We have the
money in the Federal Unemployment
Trust Fund to pay for these benefits.
That is the least we can do.
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BROADBAND REGULATION

(Mr. BASS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, by most
measures the United States is the most
technologically advanced country in
the world. One measure, however,
where the U.S. is sorely lacking behind
other industrialized nations is high-
speed Internet access for citizens and
small businesses alike. The United
States is not even among the top five
countries in these broadband access
rates. In fact, we are behind South
Korea, Canada, Taiwan and Sweden,
just to name a few. The statistics for
DSL, a form of broadband that uses the
telephone infrastructure, are even
worse. The U.S. is not even in the top
10.

The Federal Communications Com-
mission has begun to see that regula-
tion of DSL harms the ability of com-
panies to deploy that technology. Part
of the FCC’s Triennial Review, adopted
this past February, improved some of
the DSL regulations. That should help
make DSL deployment easier.

However, there are two problems.
The first is that the FCC has yet to ac-
tually issue these rules agreed upon in
February, and the second is that action
in February is just a start.

The FCC is looking at whether or not
to regulate DSL as a telephone service.
The broadband provided over cable,
satellite or wireless is not as regulated
as telephone.

I urge this body to urge the FCC to
move forward on this rule-making
process.

——
0O 1015
GOING OUT WITH A BANG

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, Congress
can recess for the Memorial Day break
with a big bang. We are going to in-
crease the debt ceiling by $984 billion,
almost $1 trillion, and also later today
the Congress will vote to borrow over
$300 billion to reduce the taxes, prin-
cipally of a wealthy few in this coun-
try, under the premise that under
trickle-down economics, they will in-
vest that money in such a way it will
create jobs.

Well, the last tax cut of $1.2 trillion
cost the country 1.7 million jobs and
caused us to borrow another $1 trillion,
because we are now running deficits.

We could make real investments and
put people back to work, investments
in roads, bridges, highways, mass tran-
sit, sewer, water systems, things that
increase the productive capacity of the
country and the wealth of the country.

By the administration’s own meas-
ures, if we diverted that money instead
of borrowing it to give to wealthy peo-
ple in the hope it might create the 1
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