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Legion Post 72 Commander, Jerry M.
Mitchell, opened our ceremony with a brief
welcome and the Pledge of Allegiance. Le-
gion Chaplain Dennis Farmer gave an invo-
cation and then turned the ceremony over to
Martha Bosley, Auxiliary Vice President
who gave a short speech in remembrance of
the victims and heroes of that fateful day.
Auxiliary Unit 72 member, Jan Feldman
closed our service with the singing of ““God
Bless America’.

The more than fifty participants then took
their American flags to the side of Route 37
to wave in a show of patriotism and were
greeted by passing motorists who waved
back. Later the members lighted all the lu-
minaries the students had provided and
placed them by the side of Route 37 as dusk
fell. Again the passing motorists signaled
their approval and appreciation by blinking
their lights and honking their horns.

MULBERRY POLICE, FIRE/RESCUE, CITY
HONORED FOR SERVICE BY LEGION FAMILY
CHIEF DAVE HAMLIN POLICE OFFICER OF YEAR,
MIKE TEAM IS FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR

Prime rib dinner all of the trimmings was
served to a large turnout Tuesday evening in
the Mulberry Memorial American Legion
Post Home.

This was an annual Mulberry Police and
Fire/Rescue salute and awards dinner given
by the local American Legion Post in co-
operation with the Legion Auxiliary and
Sons of the American Legion.

The hall was filled with Mulberry Police
and Fire/Rescue personnel and guests, a
number of City officials, Legion family mem-
bers and guests.

The annual Mulberry Police Officer of the
Year award was given to Chief Dave Hamlin.
Alan P. Hall, long-time Legionaire officer
who has served five times as Post Com-
mander, and as Department of Florida Com-
mander, noted Chief Hamlin has been with
the Mulberry force for many years, coming
up through the ranks.

Alan P. Hall recalled some funny incidents
over the years, remember growing up in Mul-
berry when the City had just one police car
with one red light on it. He remembered the
old Mulberry police station and when Dave
Hamlin first came on the Mulberry force.

Chief Hamlin noted Mulberry is starting to
grow, and quickly, and the City of Mulberry
is working to be prepared with services for
the growth and to serve present Mulberry
needs. Last year’s award went to Police Lt.
Randy Tagliarini.

Mike Team, likewise, was named Mulberry
Firefighter of the Year. He and other Mul-
berry Fire/Rescue and Police employees were
thanked for what they do. Last year’s winner
of the award was Fire Chief Mitch Carmack.

Alan P. Hall noted these public servants
work around the clock in Mulberry, working
evenings, nights, weekends and holidays to
help keep the City safe.

He said life is short and we need to respect
each other and the job each other has to do.

Among Legion family officers helping
thank Mulberry Police and Fire and City of-
ficials were present Commander of the Le-
gion, Jerry Mitchell, Barbara Caruthers, Le-
gion Auxiliary Chaplain, John Jennings of
the Mulberry SAL, and Frank Pierce sang
patriotic music to add to the occasion.

Among City officials in attendance recog-
nized were ex-Mayor Sam and Lou Eva
McLaughlin, City Manager Patricia Jackson,
Commissioner Jerry and Judy Woods; Com-
missioner Jim and Flo Splaine and Commis-
sioner Julian and Felicia Mullis.

SHERIFF CROW WAS FEATURED SPEAKER

Main dinner speaker was Polk County
Sheriff Lawrence Crow Jr. who spoke about
how *“‘everything changed” in law enforce-
ment and in this country on September 11.
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He noted new measures being taken lo-
cally, including machine guns that will soon
be in hundreds of area patrol cars.

Sheriff Crow talked about two helicopter
duty deputies who died in the crash of their
Polk County Sheriff’s helicopter just after 9-
11 on Oct 22, 2001. They hit a fog patch and
the chopper crashed when infrared night vi-
sion must have led to a misperception of the
craft’s altitude.

The Sheriff noted Polk County is part of a
nine-county group dealing with terrorism.
The Sheriff’s job is risk assessment.

He noted this phosphate area, the port of
Tampa, the nuclear power plant near Crystal
River and other points are targets in this
part of Florida. He noted fertilizer elements
may be used as explosives and this is a local
concern with terrorism.

Sheriff Crow said there is a very real
threat, in his opinion, if we go to war against
Irag we will have a backlash here against the
United States.

In closing Alan P. Hall noted Mulberry Po-
lice and Fire/Rescue personnel should be re-
spected and thanked, noting they deal first-
hand with some things many people don’t
want to even see.

———

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
JENNY ELLIS

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, Jenny Ellis has devoted herself to
serving others through her membership in the
Girl Scouts; and

Whereas, Jenny Ellis has shared her time
and talent with the community in which she re-
sides; and

Whereas, Jenny Ellis has demonstrated a
commitment to meet challenges with enthu-
siasm, confidence and outstanding service;
and

Whereas, Jenny Ellis must be commended
for the hard work and dedication she put forth
in earning the Girl Scout Gold Award;

Therefore, | join with the Girl Scouts, the
residents of Chillicothe and the entire 18th
Congressional District in congratulating Jenny
Ellis as she receives the Girl Scout Gold
Award.

———

TRIBUTE TO NORTHWEST
GUILFORD HIGH SCHOOL

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, Northwest Guil-
ford High School has a reputation throughout
North Carolina as an excellent academic insti-
tution. As the winner of North Carolina’s “We
the People: The Citizen and the Constitution”
competition, Northwest Guilford has once
again proven itself as a first-rate academic in-
stitution. Upon winning the North Carolina
competition, a group of Northwest students in-
structed by Mr. Ray Parrish went on to com-
pete at the national competition held in Wash-
ington, DC. The “We the People” program
provides a forum in which high school stu-
dents are tested and challenged on their
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knowledge of the United States Constitution.
The Northwest team demonstrated an out-
standing comprehension of the issues and the
fundamentals of American government and
represented the Sixth District with courage

and pride.
Congratulations to Mr. Parrish, Michael
Bowles, Blair Brooks, Lauren Campbell,

Marnie Cheshire, Jenny Cimaglia, Josh Clark,
Kelly Crocken, Melati Crook, Nadia EKksir,
Ricky Elmore, Kristin Forrest, Ken Gangong,
Elias Hage, Shelly Hanks, Martha Heise,
Haley Hoffman, David Holst, Taylor Johnson,
Adam Kincaid, Heidi Kunkle, Carson Leach,
Leigh Anna Pittman, Matt Rothkopf, Andrew
Shoffner, Naresh Sundaresan, Anne Marie
Wittmann, John Yeago, and Eliana Ziri. We
would also like to thank State Coordinator
Carleen Wray and District Coordinator Barbie
Creech for their tireless efforts in supporting
such a valuable program.

The Sixth District would like to extend its
congratulations to Principal Mrs. Anne Murr,
the students, faculty, and families at Northwest
Guilford High School. Your hard work and
dedication are admirable and set an example
for all of us. Once again, congratulations and
“Go Vikings”.

—————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY CELEBRATION OF THE VI-
ENNA VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to honor the
100th Anniversary of the Vienna Volunteer
Fire Department.

Established in 1903 at the behest of Vienna
Town Councilman Leon Freeman, the Vienna
Volunteer Fire Department has a long and dis-
tinguished  history. Councilman Freeman
served as the Department'’s first chief and re-
mained active in the Department until 1936.
Starting with his tenure and continuing to the
present, the Vienna Volunteer Fire Department
has consistently set the standard for fire safety
in Fairfax County, having implemented a laun-
dry list of groundbreaking fire safety initiatives.
At the time of its founding, no other volunteer
fire department existed in the region, making
the Vienna Volunteer Fire Department the first
of its kind in Fairfax County. It also acquired
the first motorized fire protection in Fairfax
County: a 1919 Model T Ford truck.

The Vienna Volunteer Fire Department ex-
emplifies the success that can be achieved by
volunteerism. Working together with Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue Department career
staff, volunteers provide professional emer-
gency response capabilities to the Town of Vi-
enna and surrounding Fairfax County. Sup-
ported primarily by citizen donations and de-
partmental fundraising activities, the depart-
ment was able to stay up-to-date by pur-
chasing over $500,000 worth of equipment in
2002. The volunteers attend fire and medical
training courses and host public education
events during Kids Safety Week and Fire Pre-
vention Week.

In our nation’s time of need on September
11, 2001, the Fairfax County career staff as-
signed to Vienna were deployed to the Pen-
tagon to assist with fire and rescue operations.
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