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Republicans refuse to listen.

So if America wants a real economic recov-
ery with real job and wage growth, then we
must add President Bush and the Republican
Congress to the growing list of the 2.7 million
people who have lost their jobs because of the
misguided policies of the Republican party.

Fairness is not stealing from poor children.

Fairness is not overtaxing the middle and
working classes.

Fairness is not encouraging millionaires to
pay no taxes while we lose 563 American jobs
an hour.

Fairness is not what the Republican eco-
nomic package is about.

It is a shame and Congress, if it had any
honor, would work to resolve the stolen bene-
fits of those 8 million children as well as cre-
ate jobs for those 2.7 million American unem-
ployed adults.

————

MILLIONAIRE TAX BREAK LEAVES
CHILDREN BEHIND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, in
this business you can tend to talk in
big numbers, and you can talk about
big issues and a lot of other things; but
very often some of the most poignant
and powerful things come to you in the
mail or in e-mail.

All the Members of the House walk
around with these Blackberrys on their
waist, and | got an e-mail today from a
woman in my district. | really do not
know how she got my e-mail. | am sort
of surprised by that, but she is pretty
creative. But she says: ““Our govern-
ment should stand for basic fairness
and justice. That is why | do not under-
stand why families earning between
$10,000 and $26,000 per year would be ex-
cluded from receiving the $400 per child
tax refund that the wealthier families
will receive this summer just so mil-
lionaires can have bigger tax cuts.”

She gets it. She understands that we
have taken money away from the peo-
ple at the bottom and said we are going
to give it to the people at the top. The
American people understand.

She went on to say: ‘“As a con-
stituent | ask you to please amend
President Bush’s unfair tax cut plan to
include these poor families and their 12
million kids.”

She even has the numbers right.

To leave the tax cut as it is brings
too much shame upon this great Na-
tion. Then she adds: “lI know this first-
hand. | have a son trying to support a
wife and two children on $11 an hour.”

| sat down and figured out what that
amounts to. That is $22,000 a year in
Seattle, which is a very high-cost area
to live in, and they are trying to live
on less than $2,000 a month. They pay
taxes. They pay the FICA taxes. They
pay for their Social Security, and they
pay for their Medicare. They pay 7 per-
cent of that $22,000. So that means
every year they pay $1,400 in taxes. | do
not know how much they pay because |
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could not get to them. | called them. I
could not find out if they paid any in-
come tax or not, but they are paying
taxes.

And the President and the group who
put this bill together, I cannot under-
stand how you could look at somebody
in the eye who is working full time,
has a wife and two children, the wife is
staying home taking care of the Kids,
how you could look at them and say,
We are not going to give you one thin
dime. I mean, that takes a real heart of
steel or rock. But we are going to give
you who have a million dollars, we are
going to give you $93,000.

Now, think about the unfairness of
that. People want to talk that this is
class warfare; that that is warfare on
working people who are trying hard to
get there. Now, the President says we
are not going to leave any child behind.
He stood right in here and | was moved
by that. | thought, as a child psychia-
trist, | thought how wonderful to have
a President who is not going to leave
any child behind. And then | saw his
budget. He puts the bill out here, and
he told us how much it was going to
cost to do this education program,
Leave No Child Behind; but they gave
$9 billion less than was necessary.

Now, | do not know how he figures
that we could have a program where we
are not going to leave anybody behind,
but we do not put out the money that
we say we need.
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That is this family, this family.
These Kkids need an education.

Tell me, how are their parents going
to put any money aside so that they
can go to college? They are making
$22,800. What is the likelihood that
they are putting money away for those
kids to go to college? One does not
have to be a rocket scientist to know
that they are spending every dime on
rent and food, or maybe they are buy-
ing their house.

I hope they have got a house, al-
though it is pretty hard to get a loan
when a person only has that kind of in-
come. But let us hope they are buying
their house and they have got food for
their kids and clothes and some gaso-
line for the automobile, maybe the car
payment, and what is left after a per-
son has $22,800?

People came in here and rammed this
bill through. It did not have a hearing
in the Committee on Ways and Means.
They were not going to let us do that.
We had 2 hours of debate and out she
goes, and then they send us home and
the President signs it and hopes no-
body figures out what is in the bill.

This lady figured it out. She is not
stupid. Her kids are not stupid, but the
Republicans think they are, and they
are not going to get away with that.
The American people are not going to
stand up for this.

——
TAX CUT WILL NOT BOOST
ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARIO DIAZ-BALART). Under a previous
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order of the House, the gentlewoman
from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
today we stood here and we debated the
amendment that would outlaw burning
the flag and everybody stood on the
floor or everybody, those on the Repub-
lican side of the aisle, stood on the
floor and talked about liberty and jus-
tice for all as we pledged allegiance to
the flag. Clearly, that liberty and jus-
tice for all applies sometimes and not
at tax time.

| have been fortunate to serve as a
new member of the Committee on Ways
and Means, and | sat through hearing
after hearing after hearing about the
tax cut; and in the hearings it was said
that the tax cut would boost the econ-
omy. Several times we reminded the
speakers that were speaking that the
2001 tax cut did not boost the economy,
so what makes them think that an-
other tax cut, again in 2003, will boost
the economy?

The real unfairness of the situation
in some of those debates was the issue
about dividend tax cuts as it impacted
low-income housing tax credits, and we
pushed them on this and we pushed
them on this. Oh, I am not sure it is
going to have an impact, but all of us
understand that right now people are
investing in urban communities be-
cause of the tax credit they will get,
not because that they are such do-
gooders.

That brings us home to where we are
right now, where we have families who
make between $10,500 and $26,625, and
they will not benefit from this tax cut.
It is a shame. It is not justice for all,
and we need to bring them out. We
need to pull the sheet off this mess
that we have here. We need to open the
doors to daylight. We need to let the
American people understand that the
working folk that make between $10,500
and $26,000, that pay the same $2 for
gasoline, that pay the same $2 for a
loaf of bread, that pay the same $7 for
a pound of meat, that pay all the same
things that the millionaires pay, well,
maybe the millionaires pay more be-
cause they can afford to get more ex-
clusive-type things, but those people
are not going to benefit from this tax
cut. They are not going to be able to
get that $400 and run out the door and
buy their kids some new shoes or
clothes, or buy more stuff or put some
more food on the table.

This tax cut, as it is presented, will
not boost the economy, and surely it is
not going to boost the lives of low-in-
come American families, and they will
pay.

——————

REALITIES OF THE TAX CUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, it is interesting, as | follow
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