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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I re-

cently listened to many of our friends 
on the other side of the aisle charac-
terize the tax cuts as misdirected and 
targeted to the wrong people. Accord-
ing to the Joint Economic Committee, 
the new tax bill provides the largest 
percentage reductions in the income 
taxes of low- and middle-income 
groups, thereby shifting the tax burden 
upward. 

Low-income families in particular 
benefit from this economic growth and 
tax relief package through a number of 
provisions, including increasing the 
child tax credit to $1,000. Even families 
who do not owe taxes may benefit from 
the tax credit because of the current 
refundable feature of the credit. 

Let us not forget that this group of 
low-income taxpayers received signifi-
cant benefit from the tax cuts that 
passed in 2001, and they continue to 
benefit from this legislation today. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to 
punish those who work hard, take 
risks, and are successful. We need the 
success of those individuals for the 
economy to recover. The country needs 
the jobs that their success will gen-
erate. 

I remember weeks ago when the folks 
on the other side of the aisle opposed a 
tax cut of any kind during the debate 
on the economic stimulus bill. I believe 
it is time for some to figure out where 
they stand today. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE VICTIMS 
AND SURVIVORS OF BREAST 
CANCER 

(Mr. BURNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the victims and 
the survivors of breast cancer. This 
Saturday, June 7, the Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation will sponsor 
the 14th annual Race for the Cure. 
Along with Members of my staff, I am 
entering this race in pursuit of a cure 
of this rampant disease. 

Breast cancer is a disease that has af-
fected the lives of many Georgians and 
many throughout our Nation. In fact, 
my wonderful wife of 30 years, Laura, 
is a breast cancer survivor. I know 
firsthand the strength and the dignity 
that she showed throughout this chal-
lenge. 

I also know all too well the chal-
lenges that families face when con-
fronting the harsh realities of breast 
cancer. But with early detection and 
aggressive treatment, we know that 
breast cancer does not mean a life sen-
tence for women. 

I am encouraged by the progress that 
cancer research has made and the 
struggle to defeat breast cancer. I real-
ize we have a long way to go. But, Mr. 
Speaker, my wife and thousands of sur-
vivors like her are living proof that 
breast cancer is not an in insurmount-
able challenge. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1474, CHECK CLEARING 
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY ACT 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by the 

direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 256 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 256
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1474) to facili-
tate check truncation by authorizing sub-
stitute checks, to foster innovation in the 
check collection system without mandating 
receipt of checks in electronic form, and to 
improve the overall efficiency of the Na-
tion’s payments system, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Financial 
Services. After general debate the bill shall 
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider 
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Financial 
Services now printed in the bill. Each sec-
tion of the committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be considered as 
read. During consideration of the bill for 
amendment, the Chairman of the Committee 
of the Whole may accord priority in recogni-
tion on the basis of whether the Member of-
fering an amendment has caused it to be 
printed in the portion of the Congressional 
Record designated for that purpose in clause 
8 of rule XVIII. Amendments so printed shall 
be considered as read. At the conclusion of 
consideration of the bill for amendment the 
Committee shall rise and report the bill to 
the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any 
amendment adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill or to the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. 
The previous question shall be considered as 
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto 
to final passage without intervening motion 
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). The gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the rule, House Resolution 256. This 
rule provides for consideration of H.R. 
1474, the Check Clearing for the 21st 
Century Act. 

The Committee on Rules on Tuesday 
afternoon granted an open rule pro-
viding for 1 hour of general debate in 
the House on the underlying bill, 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Financial 
Services. The rule waives all points of 

order against consideration of the bill, 
and provides one motion to recommit, 
with or without instructions. 

I would like to reiterate to the House 
my satisfaction in the open rule grant-
ed for consideration of the underlying 
piece of legislation that we are debat-
ing today, which is also known as 
CHECK–21. 

CHECK–21 is an important bill, al-
though it may seem a bit confusing at 
first blush for America’s banking cus-
tomers and check writers. The good 
news is this bill garnered bipartisan 
support in both the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services and the Committee on 
Rules, and I anticipate the same result 
as we move forward towards final pas-
sage on the floor today. 

The legislative work our House of 
Representatives will complete today 
builds on the legislative work that was 
started back in 1987 to foster innova-
tion in the check collection system. 
The Expedited Funds Availability Act, 
which became law back in 1987, di-
rected the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System to improve our 
check processing system. 

Today we are making logical exten-
sions to the work started in 1987 by 
using our much-improved electronic 
transfer technology to make check 
writing speedier and more reliable for 
all parties involved. 

Mr. Speaker, each check that is writ-
ten and used for payment must actu-
ally make its way back to the check 
writer’s home bank. That is how each 
bank patron with a checking account 
gets the check he or she wrote mailed 
back to them so that it can appear in 
their monthly statement. 

When we stop to think about it, there 
is a lot of time, money, and effort in-
vested in getting checks back to their 
home banks. Checks that are written 
in one corner of our country today will 
be trucked and flown to their home 
bank, wherever they reside, all over 
the country as a normal part of Amer-
ican commerce, a great expense of time 
and money. Today, American com-
merce bears the great expense of time 
and money associated with shipping 
checks around the country because it 
is worth it. Checks are an important 
commercial instrument that help keep 
our economy moving. 

Today, as a cosponsor of the Check 
Clearing for the 21st Century Act, I am 
proud to announce the introduction of 
a new instrument of commerce into the 
American economy, the substitute 
check. The substitute check will pro-
vide opportunities to greatly decrease 
the frantic highway and air traffic as-
sociated with the gargantuan task of 
shipping and flying billions of dollars 
worth of checks around this country 
every single year. 

Thanks to electronic imaging, paper 
checks have the opportunity to be con-
verted into electronic form, trans-
mitted in seconds to the home bank 
across the country, and printed out at 
their final destination as substitute 
checks. 
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